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Sunday, October 26, 2025



Gathering In Community

The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Blessed Be the Lord, E. Daley

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
All Creatures of our God and King                                           VU 217

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
           LIGHTING of CANDLE of PEACE

The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

the Christ Candle is lit….

A HYMN ~ Come, Children, Join to Sing                                VU 345

The CALL to WORSHIP 

One:	This is the day the Lord has made:
All:	a day for praise and prayer;
a day for gratitude and generosity.

One:	This is the time God has given us:
All:	a time for singing and silence;
a time for speaking and listening.



One:	This is the life to which God calls us:
All:	a life of humility and service;
a life of faith and trust.

The OPENING PRAYER

All:	God, as we are gathered here in this house of prayer,
this place of your Spirit and our spirits, may we be open to your holy presence.
May you find a path through all the baggage
and clutter we have carried here
so that you can come and sit with us—
to teach, to heal, to challenge,
to renew us for the journey.
May we go from this place
with burdens lifted and faith strengthened.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS 

Silence for personal reflection…

The WORDS of ASSURANCE 

One:	Forgiven and healed, we open ourselves to the grace, the peace, the hope offered to us through our loving God. This is the good news we have received!

All:	Graced and blessed, we are able to live our lives for others, taking them by the hand to reach that finish line called the Kingdom. Thanks be to God. Amen.


Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

A CHILDREN’S STORY

A HYMN ~  This Is the Day                                         VU 412, verse 1

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Richard Feenstra

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

The BOOK of JOEL, Chapter 2, verses 23 to 32

One:	The Word of the Lord	
All:	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 84:1-7                                                                               VU 800

The BOOK of LUKE, Chapter 18, verses 9 to 14

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Strength to Strength”

[bookmark: _Hlk212122277]An ANTHEM ~ O Praise God in His Holiness, W. Lovelock

The INVITATION to the OFFERING   

The OFFERING HYMN ~ 
God Whose Farm is All Creation                                         VU 300, v3

Sing:	All our labour, all our watching,
	all our calendar of care,
	in these crops of your creation,
	take, O God: they are our prayer.

The PRAYER of DEDICATION
All:	Generous God, we give our gifts with all the faith that we possess. This is what we believe: that you will provide, that you will redeem, that you care. May our gifts be used to share this good news with the world. Amen.

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.
Sending Forth

The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
This Is God’s Wondrous World                                                  VU 296

The COMMISSIONING

The CHORAL BENEDICTION ~ A Blessing, E. Daley

The POSTLUDE

Today’s Greeters are Libby Cook and Gwyn Xagoraris

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.


Life And Work of the Church


[image: A poster for a community knitting and crochet circle]Saturday, November 1st & 15th ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @ 9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: A poster with cards and a red leaf]
Friday November 28th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30 sharp! Beginners welcome!
[image: A white and blue invitation with confetti and balloons

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, November 1st ~ 
Come Home & Celebrate With Us!
Thank you to everyone who ordered tickets to the Anniversary Dinner!  It is sure to be a great event!

Sunday, November 16th ~ Choral Evensong
Join us at 5:00pm for a short evening service of beautiful music, quiet prayer and scripture with our Rev Philip Gardner and our Chancel Choir. 

Saturday, November 22nd ~ Mistletoe Bazaar 9am to noon
[image: A poster with text and images]Mark your calendars! This year’s bazaar is shaping up to be the best ever! This means its time to start baking cookies for our cookie walk (and freezing them!)  Please also consider baking squares or tasty treats for our bake table. Please speak to Gwyn or Libby if you can help! 
[bookmark: _Hlk201230688]
Anniversary T-Shirts
The Anniversary Committee is considering selling t-shirts and bags to celebrate our upcoming anniversary if there is interest from the congregation.  Please speak to Libby or Gwyn and let them know what you think!

Can You Help?
If you have any information regarding the quilting group that used to meet at Melrose please speak to Rosella or send her an email at rosellas_moon@yahoo.ca.

Rental Groups at Melrose
[bookmark: _Hlk208389847]Melrose United Church is home to many community rental groups. Now that fall is here many are taking new members or have great services to offer! For the next few weeks, we will highlight one of these groups.
· Bach Elgar Choir
· Human Performance Solutions Mobile
· Royal Scottish Country Dancers
· Basketball
· Steel City Swing
· Women of Song
· Indoor Soccer
· Embers, Guides and Pathfinders
· Carpet Bowling
· Vocalway Vocal Instruction
· Tai Chi
· Music Together, Giggle and Groove
· Ball Hockey
· Sandra Ramunno, Piano Teacher
· Ingelbert Lievaart II Photography
· Little Learning House Daycare
If you are interested in any of these groups or organizations, please contact Sue in the office for more information, melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Men’s Indoor Soccer at Melrose!
[image: A black and white football ball]Did you know? Melrose has a Men’s Indoor Soccer Group that meets here every Wednesday from 6:00pm to 8:00pm? This league took  a short break recently while the coordinator recovered from an injury. He is back and this group will be restarting in November! Interested? Contact Chris Markou at chris@futbolplus.ca or speak to Sue in the office for more information.

[image: A blue and orange round logoAI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:  www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and www.instagram.com/melroseuc/
News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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