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Sunday, February 1st, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Gathering in Community

The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Let Thy Face Shine on Thy Servants, E. Daley

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
O Day of God, Draw Nigh                                              VU 688

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
    LIGHTING of the CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

The CALL to WORSHIP

One:	Why are we called to this place?
All:	To be God’s people.

One:  	What is required of us?
All:  	To seek justice, to love kindness, to live humbly with God.

One:  	And how shall we do this?
All:  	With our prayers, with our thoughts, with our actions, and with our love.

One:  	Then, as people who are both blessed and blessing:
All:  	Let us worship God!
(words by Rev. Dr. R. Bott, Gathering A/C/E 2025/26)
A HYMN ~ Great Shepherd of Your People              VU 398

The OPENING PRAYER

The INVITATION to CONFESSION

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS

All:	Loving God, the changes in our world are happening so fast that sometimes we feel left behind. Forgive us when we scorn change and justify ourselves with nostalgia for the good old days. 

Open our senses to the ways you are working in our time. Keep us from judgement when our fears take hold of us. When obstacles block out trust in your call, remind us of the courageous leaders and teachers, who risked following you in ways that were new in their time, ways that we now take for granted. 

Bless us with confidence and vision, rooted and grounded in faith and in the ways of Jesus, who makes all things new. Amen. 
(adapted words of W. MacLean from Gathering 2019-2020)

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A Children’s Story 

A HYMN ~ What Does the Lord Require of You     MV 701
Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Sandra Winninger

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Loving God, open our hearts and minds so that these ancient words and stories may come to life in this time and place and provide solace for those who need words of comfort and peace.  Amen.

The BOOK of MICAH, Chapter 6, verses 1-8

One: 	This is the Word of the Lord      
All: 	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15   						              VU 736

Refrain:  With your holy place, O God,  
     who shall a dweller be?

The GOSPEL of MATTHEW, Chapter 5, verses 1-12

One:	One: Hear the Good News!   
All: 	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ “Blessed and Challenged”

An ANTHEM ~ Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee, 
             E.G. Bairstow 

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
An OFFERING HYMN ~ 
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow             VU 541

Sing:	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

The PRAYER OF DEDICATION:   

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER  

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~ Be Thou My Vision   VU 642

The BLESSING 
The CHORAL BENEDICTION
 The POSTLUDE ~ Chris Palmer, guitar

Today’s Greeters are Rick Maxwell and Graeme Luke


If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests ~ please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book.


Life And Work of the Church

[image: A poster of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, February 7th & 21st ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.

[image: A poster for a board game

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, February 8th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Bring along your favourite game! Refreshments will be available.
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday, February  27th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners   welcome!

[image: ]Sunday,  March 8  ~ Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Sunday, March 8th after the 10:30am service in the Sanctuary.

Envelopes!
Giving Envelopes for 2026 are now available! If you would like to have a box of envelopes, please email the office melrose@melroseunited.ca.

Your Help is Needed! 
Would you like to help out more on Sunday mornings? We are looking for volunteers to help with reading and greeting. If you can help or would like more information, please speak with Libby or email her at cook_feenstra@hotmail.com. Thank you!

Calling all sewers!
We are looking for a few people who can sew a tunnel heading to make a curtain for the sanctuary balcony.  This will help cut the glare, and installed on tension rods, can easily be moved.  There is no need for side or bottom hemming because the material is a stretch jersey.  If you are not a sewer, a donation of $10.00 will help cover the cost of the multiple rods that will be required.  Please contact Rosella or Jeff to volunteer.  There is no date set for this project.  Thanks for your help

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit:
 www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch and  
www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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