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Sunday, January 11, 2026
Baptism of Jesus

Gathering in Community
	
The PRELUDE

The INTROIT ~ Let thy Face Shine on Thy Servant, E. Daley

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                                    VU 101

The WELCOME and the LIFE of the CHURCH

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT and LIGHTING 	Comment by Tabitha De Bruin: Is this the usual format/order?	Comment by Sue Hawthorne-Bate: Yes!
of the CANDLE of PEACE

The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
the Christ Candle is lit….
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The CALL to WORSHIP

One:	Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.
All:	We come to be cleansed and made whole.

One:	Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize him.
All: 	We come and join Jesus, choosing life in the kingdom of God.

One:	Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ 
identity and the truth of our identity as baptized people. 
All:	We come to remember who we are as beloved children of God.
One:	Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life.
All: 	We come to worship God whose divine presence empowers us to live together as the family of God.

The OPENING PRAYER

The PRAYER of FORGIVENESS

The WORDS of ASSURANCE

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A Children’s Story ~ Lifeguards

A HYMN ~ Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart     VU 378

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Sandra Groves Winninger

The PRAYER of ILLUMINATION

All:	Guide us, O God,
by your Word and Spirit,
that in your light we may see light,
in your truth find wisdom,
and in your will discover your peace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The BOOK of ISAIAH, Chapter 42, verses 1–9

One:	This is the Word of the Lord      
All: 	Thanks be to God.
PSALM 29 						           VU 756 
Refrain: Glory, glory, glory to our God!

The GOSPEL of MATTHEW, Chapter 3, verses 13–17

The BOOK of ACTS, Chapter 10, verses 34-43

One:	Hear the Good News!   
All: 	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The REFLECTION ~ New Beginnings

An ANTHEM ~ 
King of Glory, King of Peace, W.H. Harris arr. (J.S. Bach)

The INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   

An OFFERING HYMN ~ 
When Heaven’s Bright with Mystery v.4  VU 93

When heaven’s bright with mystery and stars still lead an unknown way,
when love still lights a gentle path where courts of power can hold no sway,
there with the Magi, let us kneel, our gifts to share, God’s world to heal.

The PRAYER OF DEDICATION

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 

The LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~  
For the Healing of the Nations                                         VU 678

The BLESSING 

The CHORAL BENEDICTION
 
The POSTLUDE 

Liturgy adapted from Liturgical Resources (11 January 2026), Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church; except Prayers of the People, adapted from Weekly Liturgy (11 January 2026), The Presbyterian Outlook.


Today’s greeters are Richard Feenstra and George Mayhew


[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests ~ please write your prayer requests in 
our Prayer Share Book.

Life and Work of the Church

[image: A poster for a board game

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday, January 11th ~ Board Games @1:00pm
Come on out and enjoy your favourite board or card game! There is a $5 entry fee, Children up to grade 1 are free! Feel free to bring along your favourite game! Refreshments will be available.

[image: A poster of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Saturday, January 17th ~ 
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: A poster with text and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Friday January 23rd ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners welcome!

[image: ]Sunday, February ___ ~ Annual General Meeting 
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held after the service in the Sanctuary.

AGM Reports ~ All AGM reports must be submitted to the office by Friday, January 23rd in an MS Word format.  If you have any questions, please contact Sue in the office, melrose@melroseunited.ca. Thank you!

Envelopes! ~ Giving Envelopes for 2026 are available today! If you would like to have a box of envelopes, please email the office melrose@melroseunited.ca.

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit: www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch  www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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