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	Worship Leader:
	Rev Charlie Hogg

	Music Director:
Custodian:
Church Administrator:
	Alexander Cann 
Kevin Geluch 
Sue Hawthorne-Bate


Sunday, April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
Doubting Thomas Sunday
Gathering In Community

The LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge that our church is located on the traditional territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas. May we continue to live with respect on this land, and to live in peace and friendship with all its people in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.

The PRELUDE

The WELCOME

We enter the Sacredness of Worship…

The INTROIT ~ This Joyful Eastertide

The CALL to WORSHIP

The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ The Day of Resurrection  VU 164

The LIGHTING of CANDLE of PEACE

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

the Christ Candle is lit….
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The PRAYER of an EASTER PEOPLE

One: 	Out of shattered hopes and battered dreams…
All: 	You brought us an Easter Faith, O God. 

One: 	You planted that faith in our hearts and minds,
All: 	Hearts and minds that that have travelled the roads of heartache and loss, 

One: 	and hearts that have slogged on the roads of disillusionment and pain.
All: 	You have been with those who have seen death of all that had been important to them.

One: 	We too would seek to know your resurrection gift,
All: 	calling us to know for ourselves the new life of your spirit,

One: 	new life, that is, reborn from the shards and rubble of what we had hoped life might be.
All: 	We ask that you let this new life surge within us as we re-dedicate ourselves as an Easter People.

One: 	Let us all with one accord, revel within the triumphant power of the Easter resurrection.
All: 	Seeking, as we do, the love and joy in the defeat of the crippling realities we know only too well; the realities of our doubts and depression, our fears and inadequacies.

One: 	Resurrect us from our state in which we oft times allow these items of control to become the measure of what life is all about.
All: 	Through the wounds of the cross we seek your saving grace dear Lord.  Amen

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Time For the Children and the Child Within Us

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]A CHILDREN’S STORY 

A HYMN ~ This Is the Day 			           VU 412

Hearing and Responding to the Word

Reader ~ Seth Preston


PSALM 16 						              VU 738

Response:	 Protect me God, I trust in you.

The GOSPEL of  JOHN, Chapter 20, verses 19-29

One:	Hear the Good News!
All:	Praise be to Jesus Christ!

A HYMN ~ O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing, 
     additional verses for 2nd Sunday of Easter   VU 170

THOUGHTS for LIVING ~ “I’m for Missouri, Show me!”

An ANTHEM ~ Laudte Dominum, W.A. Mozart; 
Allana Stevenson, soprano

The SUNG OFFERTORY ~  

Sing:	In fearful days, we trust in you.
What harm to us can mortals do?
Your word we praise through pain sand strife.
You are, for us, the Light of Life.
(tune old 100th, lyrics Vince Amlin)

The PRAYER of DEDICATION

The PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and the LORD’S PRAYER

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done.
On earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day
our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory
Forever and ever.  Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]The RECESSIONAL HYMN ~  Lift Hight the Cross	  VU 151

LIFE and WORK of the CHURCH

The COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION

The CHORAL AMEN

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The POSTLUDE

If you would like to light a candle to represent your prayers for a person or situation that is in your heart, you are invited to do so at the beginning or end of any worship service.

Personal prayer requests – please write your prayer requests in our Prayer Share Book during the service.


Today’s greeters are Libby Cook and Richard Feenstra




Life And Work of the Church
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Thank you!
Many thanks to everyone who donated towards the Fresh Food Drive! The Melrose community donated 1450 lbs. of fresh fruit and vegetables to Mission Services.  St John the Evangelist donated 2080 lbs. of fresh fruit and vegetables to St Mattew’s House. That’s a whopping 3530 lbs. of food to assist families in need in Hamilton! Working together is an amazing thing!

Thanks to everyone who attended and donated at the Easter Brunch last Sunday. Your generosity was amazing and $150 was raised for the Mission and Service Emergency Disaster Relief Fund. Keep up the love for others!

Thank you to everyone who helped deliver Easter Flowers to our treasured members! Many thank you’s have been received in the office from grateful recipients!

Your Help is Needed!
There are four more volunteer readers needed to cover all the Sundays until June 28th. Please sign up at coffee time. Speak to Rosella for more information.

[image: ]April 5th to April 15th ~ Textile Drive
Do you have used clothing, socks, towels, sheets and other items you no longer need and are no longer usable or wearable? Drop them off between April 5th to 15th in the Auditorium. All bags must be labeled “Fabric Recycling”  No usable clothing will be accepted! All clothing items must be unwearable!  All items will be recycled and diverted from landfills. Give a little, help a lot!
[image: ]Saturday, April 18th ~
Knitting & Crochet @9:30 – 11:30
Bring your current project and materials, beginners welcome! Coffee, tea and snacks will be provided.
[image: ]
Friday, April 24th ~ Progressive Euchre 
Doors open at 7pm, games start at 7:30pm sharp! Beginners welcome!

Saturday, May 9th @ 5:00pm ~ Community Spaghetti Dinner
Join us for a Melrose Community Spaghetti Dinner to raise funds for our roof! We will be inviting members of the wider Melrose Community to join us for food and fellowship! Come and learn more about our community partners who share our wonderful space! Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 6-14, children under 6 are free! A family of 4 with children ages 6-14 is $60. Tickets will go on sale starting April 21st. 

[image: A blue and orange round logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Social Media at Melrose!
Melrose has an active social media presence on Facebook and Instagram! Check out our pages for information on Melrose events, the wider church and for messages of inspiration! Please visit: www.facebook.com/melroseunitedchurch
and www.instagram.com/melroseuc/

News From the Office
Please be sure to submit your church related news items for the bulletin or newsletter by Wednesday of each week. Kindly email the office. Thank you!
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