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GOOD FRIDAY
Service of Solemnity
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem with the Melrose Chancel Choir 
& Selected Readings

Good Friday Service of Solemnity

Please enter in silence and be seated.

PLEASE:  All electronic devices must be turned off.  The service will proceed unannounced. Bold print invites your participation.

The setting for this service represents the crowd that bore witness to the events of Good Friday.
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Please stand as you are able.

The OPENING WORDS

[image: ] The PROCESSIONAL HYMN ~ 
 There is a Green Hill 			          VU 152

A READING from the BOOK of ISAIAH 53: 3-8
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
I. Introit and Kyrie

READINGS from the BOOKS of MATTHEW, 27: 27-37 and LUKE 23: 33-34 (edited)

II. Offertory, baritone solo: Chris Palmer

A READING from the BOOK of JOHN, 19: 25-27

One:	Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Son, here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

PSALM 22, verses 9 to 11 (responsive)

All: 	Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts. On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s womb you have been my God. Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and none to help. 

III. Sanctus

A READING from the BOOK of JOHN, Chapter 19: 28

One:	Knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.”

PSALM 22, verse 15 (responsive)

All: 	My strength is dried up like a potshard
and my tongue sticks to my jaws
you lay me in the dust of death.

IV. Pie Jesu, soprano solo: Allana Stevenson

….silent reflection…

A READING by Justin Farley

One:	When my soul was held in the grips of agony, I cried out to the Lord and asked if He knew my sufferings. “My child, I don’t just know of your sufferings. They have been driven through my hands, hammered through my feet, jabbed through my side, and injected into my brow.” The cross doesn’t answer all the ”whys” to our suffering, but it destroys the fear that all our suffering is in vain. It introduces us to ultimate love.

V. Agnus Dei

A READING

One:	We have  pierced the sides of  our brothers and sisters, O God, with the arrows of bigotry, hatred, neglect and gossip. Our bones are out of joint with our iniquity; we stumble around unable to walk in love with you and our neighbours. Heal us, we pray. Forgive our transgressions that we pour out to you, that we may be a redeemed people.
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A HYMN ~ O Sacred Head 			          VU 145

VI. Libera me, baritone solo: Chris Palmer

A READING from the BOOK of LUKE, 23: 39-43

VII. In paradisum


It is finished. 

We extinguish the Christ Candle, 
and drape the table and Cross.

The BENEDICTION

One:	For this we know; God is light, in him there is no darkness at all. And Jesus is the light of the world. What we have today, then, is a judgment. Light has come into the world, but we…. we the broken, we loved the darkness rather than light. Even now, even at the end, a light shines mostly in the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it.


The last small light is taken out of the sanctuary.

We ask you to leave in silence….





Offering Plates are available at the entrances to the Sanctuary for your kind donations.






Please join us for our 
Easter Sunday 
Communion Service of Celebration on Sunday 
April 5th @10:30am



Today’s Greeters are Libby Cook and Gwyn Xagoraris



We express our profound thanks and appreciation to the chancel choir for their dedication  and gift of ministry, through music, with their presentation of Gabriel Fauré’s “Requiem”.

Our gratitude goes out to Alexander Cann, our Director of Music, here at  Melrose United. We are indebted to him  for his vigilance, guidance, dedication and depth of understanding to the spirit of Holy Week.

Thank you also to all those who have worked so diligently and tirelessly by volunteering behind the scenes to produce our Services of Solemnity for this day.

Much appreciation to Sue Hawthorne-Bate, our Church Administrator, for all her work in producing the bulletins.

The wood block prints displayed at the service are part of the “Women of the Bible” series by Burling artist Donna Ibin. Mary Magdalene at the foot of the cross  and Mary the Mother of Jesus with the infant Jesus at  the foot of the cross.

Portions of this  service have been adapted  from A Service of Tenebrae, J.H. Charlesworth, United Methodist Service Book, of Worship.



Requiem Translation

I. Introit-Kyrie

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine on them. A hymn becomes thee, God in Zion, and to thee a vow shall be paid in Jerusalem; Hear my prayer, to thee all flesh shall come. Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy.

II. Offertory

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of the departed from the pains of hell and from the deep pit. O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of the departed from the lion’s mouth that hell not engulf them. O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, may they not fall into darkness. Sacrifices and prayers to Thee O Lord, with praise, we offer; accept for those souls whom this day we commemorate; Make them, O Lord, from death to pass to life, which thou once promised to Abraham and his seed. O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of the departed from the pains of hell and from the deep pit. May they not fall into darkness.
Amen.

III. Sanctus

Holy, Lord God of hosts. Full are the heavens and the earth of thy glory. Hosanna in the highest.

IV. Pie Jesu

Sweet Jesus, Lord, grant them eternal rest.




V. Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: grant them eternal rest.

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord, with thy saints forever, for thou art kind. Rest eternal give to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

VI. Libera me

Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death on that dreadful day, when the heavens move and the earth, while thou shalt come to judge the world by fire. I tremble and fear for the reckoning will come and wrath befall, when the heavens and earth are moved. That day, day of wrath, of calamity and misery. That day, a great day and most bitter. Grant rest eternal to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. Deliver me, O Lord, from death eternal on that dreadful day when the heavens and earth are moved, and thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.

VII.  In paradisum

[image: ]Into paradise may the angels lead thee, at thy coming may the martyrs receive thee and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem. May the chorus of angels receive thee, and with Lazarus, once a beggar, may thou have eternal rest.
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