
Data manipulation and your compliance report



What does the game of football have in common with the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools—Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC), the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE/CAEP), or the Accreditation Review Commission on 
Education for the Physician Assistant  (ARC-PA)?

https://www.sacscoc.org/
http://ncate.org/
http://www.arc-pa.org/


More than you may think! 



What are we talking about?



When you listen to your favorite talking head announcer 
describing the half-time statistics, she or he is really 
describing half-time data, not statistics. 

Of the six numbers shown above, only one

can be described as statistics. 



Passing yards, rushing yards, passing attempts, passing completions, number of 
touchdowns, number of interceptions, and so on do not convey statistical 
information—it is data. There are no statistics in the box below, except one column.

The passer rating in this box is a 

statistical result.  Passer rating (RT)

required data manipulation.



Only when announcers talk about the average yards per carry, 
the percentage of third downs converted, or the ratio of 
touchdowns to interceptions are statistics provided.

Even though this entire table is

called Team Stats, only five of the

fourteen items represents team

stats.  The rest are team data.



The SACSCOC, NCATE/CAEP, and ARC-PA require 
institutions to go beyond just displaying data.  They want to 
know what can be inferred from the analysis of data and 
what was done with the evidence to improve operations.  

SACSCOC Standard 7

SECTION 7: Institutional Planning and Effectiveness The institution engages in ongoing, 
comprehensive, and integrated research-based planning and evaluation processes 
that (a) focus on institutional quality and effectiveness and (b) incorporate a systematic review of 
institutional goals and outcomes consistent with its mission. (Institutional planning) [CR]

You Must (not should) go beyond a description of your data points and delve into some real statistical analysis:



Focus on 7.1 (Planning and Effectiveness)

Are your programs and support units effective? Can you demonstrate an ongoing, comprehensive, and 

integrated research-based planning and evaluation processes at your institution?  Can you operationally define 

each facet of your IE process and its impact on institutional quality and Mission?  

DON’T SHOW DATA WHEN THE JOB CALLS FOR STATISTICS!

FOCUS ON STATISTICS!

If you would like another set of eyes focusing on your assessment process, call the ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

COMPANY.  Are your programs and support units effective? What is the five-year trend?  What is the seven-

year forecast?  Let’s take a look!  cecil_mcmanus@probeconsulting.com TELL US ABOUT YOU SYSTEM!

A 125-yard rushing day means more if you know how many yards the defense normally gives
up in a game and what is a typical day for this running back.  Means, Standard Deviations,
Modes, Differences, Interactions, and Relationships tells you much more than 125 yards alone.   

mailto:cecil_mcmanus@probeconsulting.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/doc_room_link_24nov2020


CLICK ABOVE AND COME VISIT

https://probeconsulting.com/evaluation-services

