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Click here to print sample journal page on legal-size paper to assist you with exercises in this class. If you 
have the sample journal page from a previous class, feel free to use it.
(This is a one-page legal-size document.)

Click here to print sample journal page on legal-size paper to assist you with exercises in this class. If you have the sample journal page 
from a previous class, feel free to use it. (This is a one-page legal-size document.)

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/9f0ae433-908e-4eb1-9faa-921a8435d0fb/downloads/Journal.pdf?ver=1587031412678


The state of Maryland requires a record 
of all notarial acts.
Each notary public is required by law to 
keep a fair register (journal) of all official 
acts performed. A fair register 
(journal) would include at least:

a. A record of the name and address of
each person coming before the notary;

b. The date when they appeared;
c. The method by which each person was

identified to the notary;
d. The type of official act (oath or

affirmation, acknowledgment, protest,
notary as an official witness);

e. The type of document involved (deed,
mortgage, lease, motor vehicle form,
deposition, etc.);

f. The fee charged; and
g. Signature(s) of person(s) signing

document.

b d e

c f g



The state of Maryland requires a record 
of all notarial acts.
Each notary public is required by law to 
keep a fair register (journal) of all official 
acts performed. A fair register 
(journal) would include at least:

a. A record of the name and address of
each person coming before the notary;

b. The date when they appeared;
c. The method by which each person was

identified to the notary;
d. The type of official act (oath or

affirmation, acknowledgment, protest,
notary as an official witness);

e. The type of document involved (deed,
mortgage, lease, motor vehicle form,
deposition, etc.);

f. The fee charged; and
g. Signature(s) of person(s) signing

document.

b d e

c f g



NotaryAct.com NotaryAct is the ideal product for 
professional notaries who are ready 
to capture the electronic recording 
of notarial acts embracing today’s 
technology. The NotaryAct App, 
available on Apple and Android. 



NotaryAct.com



VERBAL DECLARATIONS
• Verbal declarations are oral questions asked by the Notary to the signer 

when performing acknowledgment and oath/affirmation (jurat) type 
notarizations. The signer declares that certain facts pertaining to the 
document and/or notarization are true. 

• When completing an acknowledgment or oath/affirmation or jurat type 
notarization, the Notary asks the Signer the following questions:



VERBAL DECLARATIONS
What are the words of the oath or affirmation?

– Whenever an affidavit on personal knowledge is required by rule 
or law, the notary asks: Do you solemnly affirm under the 
penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge, that 
the contents of the foregoing paper (here the notary 
should refer to the document to which the person is making an 
affidavit) are true?

Maryland Notary Handbook



VERBAL DECLARATIONS
What is an acknowledgment?
• An acknowledgment is a statement by a person who has executed 

a document that the document is his or her act and deed. An 
acknowledgment is made to the notary public, but is not an oath or 
affirmation of truth—it is a statement that a certain person did 
something of his or her own free will.

– The person making the acknowledgment must state (i.e. 
acknowledge) to the notary public that the document constitutes 
his or her act and deed.

Maryland Notary Handbook



VERBAL DECLARATIONS
Oath/affirmation or Jurat Type 
Notarization
Do you solemnly affirm or swear, under the 
penalties of perjury, and upon personal 
knowledge that the contents of the foregoing 
paper (the Notary Public refers to the document 
which the Signer is attesting to) are true?



VERBAL DECLARATIONS

Acknowledgment Type 
Notarization
Are you signing this document willingly.



H A N D B O O K  
F O R  

M A R Y L A N D  
N O T A R I E S  

P U B L I C

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  
D O W N L O A D  
H A N D B O O K

https://sos.maryland.gov/Documents/NotaryManual.pdf


HANDBOOK 
FOR 
MARYLAND 
NOTARIES 
PUBLIC

Click here to download Handbook

https://sos.maryland.gov/Documents/NotaryManual.pdf


NOTARY PUBLIC 
CODE OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY

Click here to download the Code Book.

The Notary Public Code of Professional Responsibility of 
2020 is a detailed code of ethical and professional 
conduct for America’s Notaries. The Code addresses 
common problems, issues and questions 
encountered by today’s Notaries by prescribing 
principles, standards and rules and applying them in 
helpful specific examples.

https://www.nationalnotary.org/file%20library/nna/reference-library/code-of-professional-responsibility-2020.pdf


THE MODEL 
NOTARY ACT

Click here to download The Model 
Notary Act.

The Model Notary Act is a comprehensive statute 
prototype designed to assist lawmakers 
and Notary program administrators in modernizing 
and strengthening the Notary Public statutes in 
their state.

https://www.nationalnotary.org/file%20library/nna/reference-library/2010_model_notary_act.pdf


REVISED 
UNIFORM LAW 
ON NOTARIAL 
ACTS - RULONA 
(2018)

Click here to download RULONA 2018

RULONA was drafted, finalized and approved by the 
Uniform Law Commission, which exists to “provide 
states with non-partisan, well-conceived and well-
drafted legislation that brings clarity and stability to 
critical areas of state statutory law.”

https://www.uniformlaws.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=aec212eb-a1e8-183a-13dd-587c7604666e&forceDialog=0


THE MODEL 
ELECTRONIC 
NOTARIZATION 
ACT

Click here to download The Model 
Electronic Notarization Act.

The Model Electronic Notarization Act of 2017 is a 
comprehensive standard and guide for public officials 
looking to draft new laws or administrative rules 
governing the notarization of electronic records.

https://www.nationalnotary.org/file%20library/nna/reference-library/model-enotarization-act.pdf


A GUIDE TO 
RULONA, MNA 
AND MENA

• Click here to read article.

https://www.nationalnotary.org/notary-bulletin/blog/2017/05/guide-to-rulona-mna-and-mena


WHY 
NOTARIZATION 
IS MORE 
RELEVANT AND 
VITAL THAN EVER

Click here to download “white paper”.

That process is called notarization, and it is more 
relevant and vital than ever. Notarization is 
rooted in a rich history that dates back to Roman 
civilization. For thousands of years, the process has 
represented the trust, assurance and legitimacy of 
official documents backed by a governing body.

https://www.nationalnotary.org/file%20library/nna/knowledge%20center/special%20reports/white_paper_importance_of_notarization.pdf
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