
WHAT HAPPENS TO CHILDREN WHO DIE BEFORE THE POINT OF 

MATURITY? 

 

We believe that these children will be received into the eternal presence of 

Christ. The Bible teaches that eternal condemnation comes only to those who 

have willfully sinned. 

 

Galatians 5:19-21 describes the willful “acts” or “deeds” produced by our 

sinful nature. A person is guilty of these acts/deeds when they are carried out, 

not before (see Ephesians 5:3-6 and Colossians 3:5-10). 

 

Specifically, the Bible teaches that it is the sin of unbelief that causes a person 

to fall under God’s condemnation (John 3:17-20; 8:24). A young child does not 

have the ability to understand the message of Christ and therefore seek 

repentance. As 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 indicates, it is an unwillingness to obey 

the gospel (i.e. making a personal faith-response to the gospel message) that 

brings “everlasting destruction.” It is those who know the truth about God and 

then ignore that truth who are deserving of death (see Romans 1:18-32). This 

is willful sin. 

 

Deuteronomy 1:26-46 describes a time when the Israelites willfully rebelled 

against God. As a result, God sentenced that entire generation to die in the 

desert. However, He exempted young children from that fate precisely 

because they had no part in the willful disobedience toward Him, for they had 

no way of knowing good from evil (Deuteronomy 1:39). 

 

The Bible teaches that before the point of maturity all children belong to God; 

He even calls children born to those who despise Him “my children” (Ezekiel 

16:20-22). God lays full claim to children, for in their innocence they belong to 

Him (Matthew 18:1-14). 

 

No infant is capable of ignoring God’s truth. A young child cannot understand 

what God has revealed and then reject that truth. Upon the event of their 

tragic death, children will be received into the presence of God. 

 
 


