
WHAT	IF	A	PERSON	IS	NOT	BAPTIZED?	CAN	HE	OR	SHE	BE	SAVED?	
	

The Bible never specifically answers or addresses this question. It is never 
answered because no one ever asked, “Do I have to be baptized to be saved”? 
After the Gospel was an accomplished fact (i.e. Jesus had been crucified, 
buried, and raised back to life), the pattern of teaching in the New Testament 
is clear: upon	placing	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	people	were	instructed	to	be	
baptized. It is noteworthy that each time they responded without questioning 
the necessity of baptism. 
  
When the disciples were once confused about who could be saved, Jesus said, 
“With	God	all	things	are	possible”	(Matthew 19:26). God is the only one capable 
of forgiving sin and giving His Holy Spirit. He can do it at any time or in any 
way that he chooses. This being true, consider this question, “Why isn’t the 
person baptized?” There are three possible excuses: 
 
1. I	never	understood	baptism.	
   Perhaps you were never instructed to be baptized. Maybe you’ve never 
been challenged to consider the issue. That’s entirely possible. If this is the 
case, we urge you to give thought to what God says about baptism. This 
doesn’t negate your faith up to this point. Part of maturity is an openness to 
understand and be obedient to new areas of the Christian walk. 

 
2. I	don’t	want	to.	
   Let’s analyze this response for a moment. God humbles himself by 
leaving heaven and being born in a stable. The God of the universe eats 
human food, feels human feelings, and dies a sinner’s death. He is spat 
upon, beaten, stripped naked, and nailed to a cross. He takes our eternal 
condemnation on Himself in our place. He then offers us the forgiveness of 
all our sins as a free gift and asks that we say yes to Him in baptism and 
someone responds, “I	don’t	want	to.”	Such a response does not make sense. 
Resistance of this kind points to a deeper problem of the heart. Such a 
person does not need a study of the ordinance. He needs a long, honest 
examination of the soul. The incongruity of disobedience puzzled even 
Jesus. 



 
“Why	do	you	call	me	‘Lord,	Lord,’	and	do	not	do	the	things	I	ask?”	 Luke 6:46	

 
Believers not only offer their sins, they yield their wills to Christ. If one won’t 
obey Christ in baptism, why would he obey Christ in anything else? 
 
3. I’m	not	worthy.	

The highest motivation to do anything is because God asks you to do it. The 
heart of the repentant believer says, “If	you	want	me	to	be	baptized	in	a	pile	of	
leaves,	I’ll	do	it.	I	may	not	understand	every	reason,	but	neither	do	I	understand	
how	you	could	forgive	someone	like	me.”  
 
If one is resistant to Christ’s command to be baptized, one might wonder if 
there is genuine faith and a spirit of repentance and/or truly doubts he/she is 
simply to sinful to be forgiven.  
 
Someone who understands the command of Christ to be baptized and refuses 
to obey for any reason, however, should not consider himself to be submitted 
to Christ. 
 


