
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISM? 

 

Baptism is not just a physical act. It is not just something to do. It is an act 

filled with deep spiritual meaning and reality.  

 

Consider the spiritual realities that baptism so vividly pictures: 

 

1. It pictures Christ’s burial and resurrection 

“Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried . . . and he rose again.” 1 

Corinthians 15:3-4  

  

“We were therefore buried with him (Christ) through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may have new life.” Romans 6:4 

 

2. It pictures the cleansing of sin 

In Acts 22:16 Ananias instructed Saul to “Get up, be baptized and wash your 

sins away, calling on the name of the Lord.” This is one reason why immersion 

is so significant: it is a complete cleansing by which we are forgiven of all our 

sin (cf. Acts 2:38). 

 

3. It pictures my new life as a Christian 

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. 

The old life has passed away and a new life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

(TLB) 

 

“By our baptism then, we were buried with him and shared His death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . so also we may live a 

new life.”  Romans 6:4 (TEV) 

 

4. Baptism alone does not make you a believer—you are baptized 

because you are a believer in Jesus Christ. The act of baptism alone 

doesn’t “save” you. Christian baptism is preceded by personal 

faith/trust in Christ and is coupled with confession and repentance. 

Consider these passages: 



 

“You are all (children) of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26 

 

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved. But he who does not believe 

will be condemned.”  Mark 16:16 

 

“Repent and be baptized . . . for the forgiveness of your sins.” Acts 2:38 

 

“As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the man said, 

‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ Philip said, ‘If you believe 

with all your heart, you may.’ The man answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is 

the son of God.’ And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him.”  Acts 8:36-38 

 

“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that 

you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 

are saved.”  Romans 10:9-10 

 

 

 
 


