
WHY BE BAPTIZED? 

 

1. Because Christ commands it 

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all the people everywhere and make them disciples, 

baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and 

teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”   

Matthew 28:19-20 (TEV) 

That Jesus commanded baptism should settle the matter for anyone desiring 

to be a follower of His. And not only did He command baptism, He also 

modeled it for us in order to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).  

The call to baptism is primary in our acceptance of Christ and His teachings. 

To know that Christ has called us to be baptized into “the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit” and not obey is unthinkable for followers of 

Christ. 

 

2. Because you want to follow Christ’s example 

“At that time, Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the 

river.” Mark 1:9 

Jesus believed that baptism was necessary for even Him to do in order to 

“fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Jesus, the Son of God, gave us a 

powerful example of humble submission to the will of God. He would not 

allow anything or anyone to deter Him from following God’s will in this matter 

(Matthew 3:14). And because Jesus Himself was baptized no one who wishes 

to be a follower of His should avoid submission to this call of God. 

 

3. Because it is the appeal we make to God for a clean conscience    

“Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from 

the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  1 Peter 3:21 (NASB) 

There is a completeness, a wholeness that comes to those who are baptized. 

No one ever comes up out of the water after being baptized and asks, “Now 

what else do I need to do?” In effect there is a cleansing of the conscience that 

baptism brings both in personal experience and by God’s design. 

 

 



Submission to Jesus’ command to be baptized is the response of a believing 

heart to what He has done for us on the cross (1 Peter 2:24) and His offer of 

new birth (John 3:3). 

 

4. Because it unites you with Christ in a very special way 

“You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  Galatians 

6:26-27 

 

Being “clothed with Christ” is a powerful word picture of what happens when a 

person is baptized into Christ. It has been said that in baptism we put on 

Christ. In a sense, our baptism is our full embrace of Christ and of His 

forgiveness and leadership over our lives. 

 

5. Because you desire to be forgiven 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ. When the people heard this, they were cut to 

the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we 

do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” Acts 

2:36-38 

 

 

 

 


