October 2026 United Women of Faith (UWF) Newsletter

October UWF Meeting and Luncheon

Mark your calendar for Oct. 8, the second Thursday of the month. The UWF group will meet in the Carson
Valley United Methodist Church, education room. The monthly potluck luncheon begins at 11:30 am and the
program begins at 12:15 pm. September’s program will be presented by Advocates to End Domestic Violence.
There are no dues for United Women of Faith, just come and enjoy the Christian fellowship and good food.

Sweet Invitation!

From barks and brittles to truffles and toffees, candies make the holidays extra merry! The holiday flavors
people crave around Christmas will again be available in the colorful Candyland booth at this year’s Heavenly
Holiday Market on November 7. We invite you to dust off your favorite candy recipes and donate a batch or
two to this fundraising effort. A signup sheet is posted on the UWF bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. You can
add your name starting October 1. It’s vital for us to know ahead of Market Day what candies to expect. Candy
is due at church by noon on Friday, November 6. Many thanks, Ann Santos

Calling all Bakers!

Share your favorite homemade cake, pie or cookie with the UWF’s Holiday Market Bake Sale. ALL baked goods
are to be at the church by NOON on Friday, Nov 6. ALL items must be shelf and sale-ready -- wrapped in
clear wrap, labeled as to what it is, any "warnings" that might cause an allergy (nuts, coconut, etc.). Much
needed are gluten-free and sugar-free items. Feel free, though, to decorate with stickers, ribbon, etc.

Do not price -- the bakery staff will do that. Please -- no cream pies or anything that needs refrigeration.
(The kitchen staff will not let us into the kitchen!) All baked goods are due at church by noon on Friday,
November 6. Contact Penny Puente with questions.

United Women in Faith Craft Workshops!

Time is running short!! Mark your calendar for every Mondays from 9:30 - noon for the 2026 Craft Workshops
beginning after Labor Day. Everyone is welcome! All levels of skill and talent! Craft supplies are provided so
just bring yourself and any ideas you might have for new crafts. All crafts are due at church on Nov. 2.

The week of Nov. 2 -6 will be the set-up for Heavenly Holiday Market.

Holiday Market is Coming November 7! How can You Help?

Our local United Women in Faith use the profits generated by the Nov. 7 Heavenly Holiday Market to support
more than 20 local charities and missions that focus on women and children. Last year more than $14,000
was raised in one day for missions and charities. It is UWF’s only fundraiser of the year. There are many
opportunities to get involved. October is the last push for completing crafts to sell at the Heavenly Holiday
Market. Baking, making candy, donating raffle baskets, food for lunch and silent auction items are just a few of
the ways you can help to make the Market a success. Ingredients are needed for the cinnamon rolls this year,
plus lunch ingredients. Watch for sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Market Chair, Sharon Calvert,
if you would like to volunteer to help. Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to attend!

It’s that time again to start thinking about items for raffle baskets and the silent auction. We are collecting
items for the themed raffle baskets, and any donations would be appreciated. Items can fit any theme you
wish. We will have a big variety and items will fit somewhere! Thank you so much for your support. Contact
Jan Pohlman or Linda Kozak with questions. We are gladly accepting donations for raffle baskets, gift cards,
items, complete baskets. Baskets and any donations for them must be in by Tuesday, Nov.3. A container is in
the front entrance for items. Please give Gift cards directly to Jan Pohlman.



Silent Auction items are also needed by Monday, November 2 Silent Auction Donations could “Experiences,”
Timeshare weeks, Wild horse excursion, dinners, concert tickets, or items valued over $50. Please contact
Nancy Deis or Sharon Hoelscher Day with any questions or to donate an item.

Where Do Craft Faire Proceeds Go? - Part 7

Each year our local UMW supports more than 20 charities and missions related to women, children and
families with funds generated at our annual Heavenly Holiday Faire in November. This month we highlight
three more:

Project School Days is a long-running non-profit organization in Gardnerville, Nevada, that provides school
supplies and assistance to local students in need. Twenty-seven years ago, Project School Days has provided
thousands of students and teachers with much-needed school supplies to help support academic success.
School Administrators and teachers can submit confidential requests for supplies to help students who would
benefit from support in obtaining items for school. These items can include everything from binders, pencils,
and backpacks to calculators, notebooks, and pencil pouches. As the program expanded and collections
increased, a local Carson Valley United Methodist Church stepped in to provide a space large enough to
accommodate the growing number of items.

Awaken is a faith-based non-profit organization on a mission to eradicate commercial sexual exploitation.
With a focus on providing housing, education, and holistic restoration services, we stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with survivors, giving them the tools they need to reclaim their lives and build brighter futures. We offer our
Awaken Center, housing, and case management services for individuals affected by commercial sexual
exploitation in Reno. Education, therapy, mentoring, employment and housing assistance are all offered. They
also support victimized youth in the form of therapy, case management, education, and mentorship. Our
education center, youth achievement group, and summer program help them achieve their goals and
transition back into a normal life. awakenjustice.org

Xquisite is dedicated to bringing freedom and empowerment to survivors of sex trafficking, sexual
exploitation, sexual assault, and domestic violence to live healthy, flourishing lives. Xquisite provides around
the clock services through our Diamond Strong Freedom Center located in the heart of Nevada's Capital

City. All services are at no cost to our diamonds. Services are always confidential, and with no strings attached.
Xquisite.org

2026 UWF Reading Program

All women of UWF are encouraged to read! Women or men can start reading now to complete the
requirements for a 2027 reading certificate. To earn a reading certificate for 2027, one book from each of the
following categories must be read: Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community,
Social Action, and Spiritual Growth. Expand your knowledge and spiritual growth by reading.

Contact Pam Forest with any questions.

Finding Jesus at the Border

Julia Lamber Fogg’s book “Finding Jesus at the Border” encourages us think about the Biblical parallels of
current exiles and immigrants to the exiles and immigrants in the Bible. Jesus and his family fled the
persecution of the Romans when they fled to Egypt. Fogg provides comparisons to recent immigrants who
came to this country seeking asylum after death threats in their own countries, Ruth and Naomi were
destitute immigrants when left to their own wits and resilience after husbands and sons died. They took the
lowest of jobs and gleaned grain in the fields after harvest to survive, just as immigrant women trying to
support their families now. The author provides the biblical verses that describe the role of the church in




helping families in need. She examines Paul’s role from a Roman prison as an exile proclaiming Jesus’s
message to the new churches across the Mediterranean. One example is a husband and wife pastor team who
came to the US to study and overstayed their visas. When they tried to legally extend their visas, they were
scammed by a fake lawyer and lost most of their money. Finally, after 25 years of working hard, being pastors
and trying to follow the rules they were deported. Fogg closes her book with suggestions for what individuals
can do to help current immigrants. This book is available in the church library in the UWF bookcase...along
with many other books from the UWF reading list. Visit your church library!

UWEF Calendar Items

Oct. 8 - UWF Potluck Lunch and meeting - 11:30am-1 pm
Oct. 27-UWF Board Meeting — 10am

Nov. 2 - All crafts are due at church

Nov. 2 - 6 - Set-up for Heavenly Holiday Market

Nov. 3 - Raffle and Silent Auction items due

Nov. 6 - Candy and baked items due by Noon

Nov. 7 - Heavenly Holiday Market 9am-4pm

Nov. 12 - UWF Potluck Lunch and meeting - 11:30am-1 pm
Dec. 1--UWF Board Meeting — 10am
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For more information on press release
Sharon Hoelscher Day
shoelscherday@gmail.com
602.549.5378

For details on specific UWF projects
Tamara Brewer, President
brewertamara777@gmail.com



mailto:shoelscherday@gmail.com
mailto:brewertamara777@gmail.com

