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Mowbrick Farm
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
Mowbrick farm does not  have an initialled date stone over the door and this makes it difficult to
identify the original builder. It was built in 1691 and is therefore one of the oldest buildings in
Hest Bank. The farmhouse is of a substantial construction and was clearly built by a yeoman of
the day. A search through the local marriage records reveals three possible candidates:

Thomas Waller and Margaret Burrow, both of Hest Bank, who were married in 1689.

Thomas Borrwick and Frances Hunter, both of Hest Bank, who were married in 1686.

Thomas Ashton, son of Francis Ashton of Hest Bank and Elizabeth Wales of Bolton-le-Sands,
who were married in 1679.

The land which formed Mowbrick Farm on the 1845 Tithe Map included Strand Meadow,
Pasture Hill, Baines Field and Kiln Croft, all these were part of the original Ashton lands
stretching along the shore to Bolton-le-Sands. This makes Thomas Ashton the most likely builder
of Mowbrick Farm in 1691.  The farm is named after the ancient word "Mowbreck"; it means
"land on which stacks of hay or corn stand". One wonders if an older house existed on the site
before 1691, was Mowbrick rebuilt at that time like many others?

Thomas Pape describes the farm and its interior as follows:

TThhee  ffaarrmm  iiss  nnooww  kknnoowwnn  aass  RRoobbiinnssoonn''ss  FFaarrmm..  IItt  uusseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  ssttoonnee  ddaattiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaattee  sseevveenntteeeenntthh
cceennttuurryy..  IInn  tthhee  bbeeddrroooomm  oonn  tthhee  ssiiddee--ssttoonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirreeppllaaccee  wwaass  tthhee  ddaattee  11669911..  IInn  aa  rroooomm  ddoowwnnssttaaiirrss  wwaass  aa
mmoouullddeedd  ppllaasstteerr  oovveerrmmaanntteell  ccoolloouurreedd  bbrroowwnn  lliikkee  oolldd  ooaakk..  TThhee  wwiinnddoowwss  wweerree  ssqquuaarree  mmuulllliioonneedd  wwiitthh  ttwwoo
lliigghhttss  aanndd  ttwwoo  rraaiinn--ddrriipp  lleeddggeess  wweenntt  rriigghhtt  aalloonngg  tthhee  ffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee..
[[AA  HHiissttoorriiccaall  GGuuiiddee  ttoo  SSllyynnee  wwiitthh  HHeesstt]]

EEaarrllyy  DDaayyss
If you try to visualise its original situation before the canal, railway and the Coastal Road were
built, you see a farm situated on a high point of land with its fields sweeping down to the sea.
William Stout's autobiography tells us that thousands of sheep were reared on these fields
adjacent to the sea in the seventeenth century. Mowbrick Lane was possibly the "Main Street" of
Hest Bank in the sixteen and seventeen hundreds, having past the Hest Bank Inn and the two
farms, the road would carry on down to the shore. When the canal was built in 1795 and
subsequently the railway in 1846, the fields belonging to this old farm were cut off from the Farm
House. The canal bridge number 117, just beyond Mowbrick, is called Occupation Bridge and
gave the farmer access to his fields. The bridge is a "grade II listed" structure and is similar to the
nearby canal bridges, it is described as follows:

LLaarrggee  ppuunncchheedd  ggrriittssttoonnee  bblloocckkss,,  ssiinnggllee  sseemmii--eelllliippttiiccaall  aarrcchh  wwiitthh  pprroojjeeccttiinngg  kkeeyyssttoonnee,,  ssttrriinngg  ccoouurrssee  uunnddeerr
ssoolliidd  ppaarraappeett  wwiitthh  rroouunnddeedd  ccooppiinngg..
[[LLiisstteedd  bbuuiillddiinnggss  gguuiiddee,,  LLaannccaasstteerr  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill]]

The letter below was written by Edward Tatham who owned the farm in1807 and shows the
difficulties arising from the building of the canal. When the canal companies bought the land from
the owners they had to buy more land on either side for tow paths and, at certain points, for
access to stables and other buildings. All this land was still subject to tithes and appears to have
caused extremely complicated problems to the land owners and the canal companies.
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TToo  JJaacckkssoonn  MMaassoonn  EEssqq..  ddeeppuuttyy  SStteewwaarrdd
ooff  tthhee  MMaannoorr  ooff  SSllyynnee--wwiitthh--HHeesstt..
SSiirr,,

II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  LLoonnddoonn  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  wweeeekk  uuppoonn  tthhee  bbuussiinneessss  ooff  tthhee  LLaannccaasstteerr  CCaannaall  BBiillll  aanndd  hhaavvee
eennqquuiirreedd  aafftteerr  yyoouu  bbootthh  aatt  yyoouurr  AAggeennttss  iinn  BBooww  SSttrreeeett  aanndd  aatt  yyoouurr  LLooddggiinngg  iinn  tthhee  SSttrraanndd;;  aanndd,,  aass  II  ccaann  hheeaarr
nnootthhiinngg  ooff  yyoouu,,  II  ssuuppppoossee  yyoouu  wwiillll  ddeecclliinnee  tthhee  aatttteemmpptt  ooff  rreecceeiivviinngg  yyoouurr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  iinn  tthhee
pprreesseenntt  SSeessssiioonn  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  bbee  vveerryy  sshhoorrtt  aanndd  ffuullllyy  eemmppllooyyeedd..

TThhee  TTyytthhee  CCllaauussee  iinnttrroodduucceedd  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  BBiillll  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  mmeeeettss  mmyy  aapppprroobbaattiioonn::  TThhee  ffeeee  ssiimmppllee
ooff  tthhee  TTiitthheess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  bboouugghhtt  bbyy  tthhee  CCoommppaannyy  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffeeee  ssiimmppllee  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd,,  aanndd  aa  pprrooppoorrttiioonn
ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  vviizz..  aa  ffiifftthh  ooff  tthhee  aarraabbllee  aanndd  aa  nniinntthh  ooff  tthhee  mmeeaaddooww  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ggiivveenn  bbyy  tthhee  AAcctt  ttoo  tthhee  TTiitthhee
oowwnneerr  aanndd  ddiivviiddeedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  RReeccttoorr  aanndd  VViiccaarr  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  sseevveerraall  ccllaaiimmss,,  aass  iiss  ddoonnee  uuppoonn
eenncclloossuurreess..  TThhee  pprroovviissiioonn  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  TTyytthhee  CCllaauussee  iinn  qquueessttiioonn  iiss  vvaagguuee  aanndd  pprroolliiffiicckk  ooff  eennddlleessss  ttrroouubbllee
aanndd  ddiissppuuttee  bbuutt  aass  tthheerree  aarree  ssoo  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  II  oobbjjeecctt,,  aanndd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  oobbjjeeccttiioonnss  II  aamm  jjooiinneedd  bbyy
tthhee  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  TTrriinniittyy  CCoolllleeggee  CCaammbbrriiddggee,,  MMrr..  AAttkkiinnssoonn  ooff  CChhaanncceerryy  LLaannee  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff  aanndd  MMrr..  HHuuttttoonn
aanndd  ootthheerr  TTiitthhee  oowwnneerrss  wwhhoo  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  ccoonncceerrnn..

II  hhaavvee  nneeiitthheerr  ttiimmee  nnoorr  ppaappeerr  ttoo  eenntteerr  uuppoonn  tthheemm  aatt  pprreesseenntt..  II  hhaavvee  tthheerreeffoorree  ttoo  rreeqquueesstt  tthhaatt  yyoouu
wwiillll  iinnffoorrmm  mmee  bbyy  rreettuurrnn  ooff  PPoosstt,,  wwhheenn  yyoouu  iinntteenndd  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  uuppoonn  tthhiiss  bbuussiinneessss..

II  rreemmaaiinn  yyoouurr  HHuummbbllee  SSeerrvvaanntt,,
  EEddwwaarrdd  TTaatthhaamm,,
  NNoo..  2222,,  OOlldd  BBoonndd  SStt..  LLoonnddoonn..  2277tthh..  JJuunnee  11880077..

The old farm is now hardly recognisable as a building from 1691, it has been externally rendered,
it's stone window frames replaced and the rain drip ledges are now red terracotta. The farm
buildings and the area wall remained the same as they were in the late Seventeenth Century until
1996, when they were to be demolished to make way for new houses.

A gentleman from Morecambe, who had worked on renovations on the farm in the 1940s, told me
they had found an old bricked-in door made of heavy wood and on it was carved the initials BC.
They  brought Tom Pape, the local historian, to see it. Mr. Pape thought it stood for Beer Cellar
since the farm could have been used as the public house whilst the Lantern Room was being built
at the Hest Bank Hotel. I doubt if this is correct, the initials are more likely to be those of a tenant
or an owner. The door was completely rotten and fell apart. One candidate for these initials is
Christopher Bush, who we later note as a tenant in 1834, and using the surname first gives us BC.

By 1759 Edward Tatham of Hipping Hall owned Mowbrick. It was a Freehold estate which was
rented out but unfortunately I cannot trace the name of the tenant at that time. The earliest
information I have comes from a rental notice from1826, at this time Richard Ewan was the
tenant.

JJuunnee  3300tthh..  11882266,,  MMoowwbbrriicckk  ttoo  bbee  lleett..
TToo  bbee  lleett  bbyy  PPrriivvaattee  CCoonnttrraacctt  ffoorr  aa  tteerrmm  ooff  yyeeaarrss..  AAnndd  ttoo  bbee  ccaatteerreedd  uuppoonn  aatt  tthhee  uussuuaall  ttiimmee  nneexxtt  sspprriinngg..
AA  ddeessiirraabbllee  ffaarrmm,,  ssiittuuaattee  aatt  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  iinn  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  ooff  LLaannccaasstteerr  wwiitthhiinn  33  mmiilleess  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  LLaannccaasstteerr..
CCoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  aa  ffaarrmmhhoouussee  wwiitthh  ccoonnvveenniieenntt  oouuttbbuuiillddiinnggss  aanndd  aabboouutt  8844  aaccrreess,,  ooff  aarraabbllee  mmeeaaddooww,,  aanndd
ppaassttuurree  llaanndd  nnooww  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  RRiicchhaarrdd  EEwwaann..  TThhee  LLaannccaasstteerr  CCaannaall  rruunnss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  eessttaattee  aanndd
lliibbeerraall  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ttaakkeerr..
AAppppllyy  ttoo  tthhee  tteennaanntt,,  oorr  TThhoommaass  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  wwhhoo  wwiillll  sshhooww  tthhee  pprreemmiisseess,,  ffoorr  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrss  aappppllyy
ttoo  EEddwwaarrdd  TTaatthhaamm  ooff  HHiippppiinngg  HHaallll  EEssqq..,,  tthhee  oowwnneerr..

JJuunnee  3300tthh..  11882266..

By 1834 Mr. Christofer Bush was the tenant and it is possible that he rented it as early as 1826.
He was well known and well liked in the village but died suddenly in March 1840.

DDeeaatthh  NNoottiiccee..
MMaarrcchh  1166tthh  11884400..
OOnn  TTuueessddaayy  llaasstt,,  MMrr..  CChhrriissttoopphheerr  BBuusshh  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk..  AA  mmoorree  wwoorrtthhyy  nneeiigghhbboouurr,,  oorr  kkiinndd--hheeaarrtteedd  ffrriieenndd
nneevveerr  ppaasssseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ggrraavvee..  HHiiss  lloossss  wwiillll  bbee  ddeeeeppllyy  rreeggrreetttteedd..
[[CChhaarrlleess  QQuuaarrmmee,,  EEddiittoorr  LLaannccaasstteerr  GGaazzeettttee..]]



3

TThhee  HHeeaattoonn  FFaammiillyy
Thomas Heaton was the son of Thomas and Mary Heaton of Slyne Hall. Thomas Heaton the elder
had died in 1836 and he was described as a husbandman but he must have been quite wealthy
because his will was proved at Richmond. His wife Mary continued to farm at Slyne Hall until
1861 and she then went to live with her son at Mowbrick. Thomas the younger was the tenant at
Mowbrick from 1840 to 1871. In the 1841 census he was 28 years old and was listed with his
wife Barbara. They had no children but employed four servants, the three male servants would
have been agricultural workers.

TThhoommaass  HHeeaattoonn,,  aaggeedd  2288,,  ffaarrmmeerr,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
BBaarrbbaarraa  HHeeaattoonn,,  aaggeedd  3311,,  nnoott  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
JJaannee  HHaatthhoorrnntthhwwaaiittee,,  aaggeedd  1166,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
GGeeoorrggee  BBiirrkkeett,,  aaggeedd  2211  mmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
BBaarrtthhoolloommeeww  BBrraaddsshhaaww,,  aaggeedd  1144,,  mmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
JJoohhnn  WWiillssoonn,,  aaggeedd  1166,,  mmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..  [[11884411  cceennssuuss  rreettuurrnn]]

There was a second family, the Thompsons, listed for Mowbrick on the 1841 census. There was a
second smaller house on the Mowbrick Estate which the Thompsons rented. This house
disappeared after 1845.

JJoohhnn  TThhoommppssoonn,,  aaggeedd  6633..
MMaarryy  TThhoommppssoonn,,  aaggeedd  6633,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
MMaarrggaarreett  TThhoommppssoonn,,  aaggeedd  3311,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
AAnnnn  TThhoommppssoonn,,  aaggeedd  2255,,  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee..
MMaarrggaarreett  BBoossssyy,,  aaggeedd  1199,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn  vviillllaaggee..  [[11884411  cceennssuuss  rreettuurrnn]]

In 1845 Mowbrick estate, numbers 134 and 135 on the 1845 Tithe Map, was owned by Edward
Tatham, the son of the first Edward Tatham, and tenanted by Thomas Heaton. It was 74 acres in
extent with a total rent charge payable to the Appropriator of £19-3s-10d.

LLiinneess  oonn  aa  RReecceenntt  DDiissttrreessssiinngg  EEvveenntt

I came across a poem in the Lancaster Gazette of 1847. It was written by someone from Hest
Bank after the death of their daughter. It shows the tragedy of the death of small children at that
time, but also the acceptance of the situation. I think this poem was written by Barbara Heaton
because no other person listed on the census fits the initials.

AA  lliittttllee  lliillyy  llaatteellyy  bblleeww
AA  ffeeww  sshhoorrtt  ssuummmmeerrss  hheerree
IItt  wwaass  wweellll  nnuurrttuurreedd,,  aanndd  iitt  ggrreeww,,
UUnnddeerr  uunnwweeaarriieedd  ccaarree
IItt  wwaass  tthhee  pprriiddee  ooff  aallll  tthhee  bbeedd
OOnn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  rreeaarreedd  iittss  lloovveellyy  hheeaadd..

WWeeeepp  nnoott  ffoorr  hheerr  aayyee  mmoouurrnn  hheerr  nnoott
SShhee  wwaass  hheerr  ffaatteedd  hhaappppyy  lloott
HHeeaavveenn  ooppeennss  rroouunndd  hheerr  ffuunneerraall  uurrnn
TToooo  ppuurree  ttoo  mmiixx  wwiitthh  mmoorrttaallss  hheerree,,
BBuutt  iinn  tthheeiirr  ddrreeaammss  aatt  nniigghhtt..

HHeesstt  BBaannkk  1144tthh  JJuullyy  11884477..
BBJJHH..

In 1850 Barbara Heaton sadly died aged 38 leaving no children. Thomas continued at Mowbrick
and by 1861 his mother then aged 85 was living with him. You will notice from the census that
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she was the Farm Holder and this meant the tenancy was in her name. I have found that mothers
at that time were definitely in charge of their sons. The farm was referred to as Tatham's Farm.

5533,,  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  RRooaadd,,  TTaatthhaamm''ss  FFaarrmm..
TThhoommaass  HHeeaattoonn,,  aaggeedd  4488,,  ffaarrmmiinngg  6655  aaccrreess,,  wwiitthh  33  mmeenn  aanndd  11  bbooyy..
MMaarryy  HHeeaattoonn,,  mmootthheerr,,  aaggeedd  8855,,  wwiiddooww,,  ffaarrmm  hhoollddeerr..
JJoohhnn  KK  LLuunndd,,  bbrrootthheerr  iinn  llaaww,,  aaggeedd  4400,,  hhuussbbaannddmmaann..
EElliizzaabbeetthh  LLuunndd,,  ssiisstteerr,,  aaggeedd  5511,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
MMaarryy  LLuunndd,,  aaggeedd  1122,,  nniieeccee,,  sscchhoollaarr..
IIssaabbeellllaa  LLuunndd,,  aaggeedd  66,,  nniieeccee,,  sscchhoollaarr..
MMaarryy  LLaannccaasstteerr,,  aaggeedd  2244,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
HHeennrryy  SSwwiinnddlleehhuurrsstt,,  aaggeedd  2244,,  hhuussbbaannddmmaann..
JJoosshhuuaa  PPaarrkkiinnssoonn,,  hhuussbbaannddmmaann,,  aaggeedd  1199..
TToobbiiaass  KKeelllleett,,  aaggeedd  1144,,  ffaarrmm  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[11886611  cceennssuuss  rreettuurrnn]]

Henry Swindlehurst listed here as a husbandman was killed eighteen years later in a railway
accident at Hest Bank station. He was then working as a platelayer having changed from
agricultural to railway labour as did many of his contempories.

On Christmas Day 1862 a Mr Makin of Slyne Grange was drowned in the bay at Hest Bank. The
Inquest was held at Mowbrick Farm, the home of Mr. Heaton, and the verdict of the Jury was
accidental death by drowning. Many of the inquests concerning deaths in the village were
conducted in the Hest Bank Hotel and Mowbrick was probably used on this occasion because it
was Christmas. The inquests in those days were usually done immediately or within two days of
the death to allow burial within three days!

Thomas' life changed considerably in the ten years after 1861; his mother died in 1862 aged 85,
and Thomas must have married immediately. By 1871 he had five children by his new wife
Annass. Many of the men in Slyne and Hest Bank seemed to marry very late in their lives but this
is a second marriage.

TThhoommaass  HHeeaattoonn,,  aaggeedd  5588,,  ffaarrmmeerr  ooff  7744  aaccrreess..
AAnnnnaassss,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  4422..
TThhoommaass,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  99,,  sscchhoollaarr..
WWiilllliiaamm,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  77,,  sscchhoollaarr..
MMaarrggaarreett,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  55,,  sscchhoollaarr..
EElliizzaabbeetthh,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  22..
AAnnnniiee,,  aaggeedd  88  mmooss..
JJoohhnn  WWiilllliiaamm,,  aaggeedd  2244,,  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  llaabboouurreerr..
SStteepphheenn  FFoosstteerr,,  aaggeedd  1188,,  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  llaabboouurreerr..
EEmmaannuueell  HHuuttcchhiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  1122,,  ddoommeessttiicc  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[11887711  cceennssuuss  rreettuurrnn]]

By 1881 the family had moved away from Mowbrick but there were Heatons recorded in the
village in the census of 1891, and of course there are Heatons living in Slyne-with-Hest today. If
any of them are related to the family who occupied Mowbrick for so many years I would love to
hear from them. The new farmer at Mowbrick in 1881 was John Canby with his wife Bridget, two
young children and two servants:

5599,,  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  VViillllaaggee..
  JJoohhnn  CCaannbbyy,,  hheeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd,,  aaggeedd  3344,,  ffaarrmmeerr  ooff  7700  aaccrreess..
  BBrriiddggeett  EElliizzaabbeetthh,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  3333..
  JJoohhnn,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  22..
  RRoobbeerrtt,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  33  mmooss..
  AAnnnn  BBeellll,,  ggeenneerraall  sseerrvvaanntt,,  aaggeedd  1188..
  MMoosseess  MMaawwssoonn,,  aaggeedd  2255,,  iinnddoooorr  aanndd  oouuttddoooorr  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[11888811  cceennssuuss  rreettuurrnn]]
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There is no information on Mowbrick in the 1891 census and no further records of the Canby
family. Living at Mowbrick Farm in 1913 is Robert Milner who was brought-up at Slyne Hall.


