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2014 GED® Test RLA – Sample Stimulus Material 

“Taxation and Revenue” – Test Bank Item 18101, Stimulus and Prompt 

Press Release from the Office of U.S Representative Melody Walls 
United States House of Representatives, Washington, DC

Representative Walls Announces Economic Boost for 12th District 
July 17, 2013 

Washington, DC – Representative Melody Walls announced that Congress passed the highway 
and transit bill today. 

“This bill funds the expansion of Highway 17 from a two-lane highway to a four-lane 
thoroughfare. It will positively affect the town of Oak Falls,” Walls said. As part of the expansion, 
Highway 17 will move two miles east of the town of Oak Falls. The bill will ease traffic 
congestion and create job opportunities during and after construction. 

Last year, Representative Walls held town hall meetings to gather opinions from her 
constituents about revitalizing the economy in the 12th District. Two years ago, Turnaround 
Motors and Bell Camera closed their factory doors. The result has been high unemployment 
with no immediate prospects for new businesses. Representative Walls heard residents’ 
concerns for jobs in the district. 

Improving the highway means jobs for local construction workers. Once completed, the highway 
will bring more long-distance travelers into the area. Some officials anticipate a 30% increase in 
highway traffic due to the ease of traveling on the improved Highway 17. An increase in 
travelers will attract national motel and restaurant chains along the highway route. These 
national businesses will mean permanent jobs for residents. 

In the future, historical features in Oak Falls and Gaston, such as brick streets built by early 
settlers and the old wheat mill, will likely become popular tourist attractions. More visitors will 
increase business for local shops and restaurants. 

The improved highway will eliminate eighteen-wheeler traffic through towns, a major source of 
traffic congestion and noise. A 2001 study in Texas showed that bypasses reduce traffic through 
towns by as much as 75%. Eliminating eighteen-wheeler traffic will also reduce road 
maintenance costs. 

The improvement of Highway 17, funded by federal tax allocations, is an important investment 
in the area. 
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Oak Falls Gazette 
Letter to the Editor 

I am a small-business owner living in Representative Walls’s congressional district. A bill has 
been passed to expand Highway 17 from a two-lane highway to a four-lane thoroughfare. This 
change includes plans to move Highway 17 two miles to the east, which means it will now 
bypass our town completely. I find this unacceptable. 

The Gazette reports that because Highway 17 runs through six states, construction will be paid 
for with federal road funds. That means some of our federal taxes will pay for a road that I 
believe will harm our town. I also believe that few residents of Oak Falls will use the road. Our 
town and district will lose money as a result of this highway bypass paid for by our tax dollars. 

The road construction jobs are only a temporary bandage on the wound made by our two 
manufacturers closing their doors. Once the road construction is finished, only minimum wage 
jobs will remain. 

In fact, the highway will bypass four cities in our district alone. Each of these towns will lose 
business because fewer travelers will pass through them and eat, stay overnight, or purchase 
gas. There is no guarantee that tourists will drive an extra two miles into our town if national 
chain motels and restaurants are built at the highway exits. The 2001 study Representative 
Walls references does show that bypasses reduce traffic and noise in towns, but the study also 
shows they have a negative impact on local businesses. 

If this project were paid for with state tax money alone, angry voters would have struck it down. 
Representative Walls held town hall meetings to hear residents’ opinions about the local 
economy, but obviously she did not listen to the concerns they voiced. Please consider local 
concerns about this federal project. 

Prompt:
Analyze the arguments presented in the press release and the letter to the editor. 

In your response, develop an argument in which you explain how one position is better 
supported than the other. Incorporate relevant and specific evidence from both sources to 
support your argument. 

Remember, the better-argued position is not necessarily the position with which you agree. This 
task should take approximately 45 minutes to complete. 


