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ELA 
Grade 3 & 4

I had the privilege
of observing Ms.
Mary Espina at
Pulaski Elementary! 

Ms. Espina has been
teaching for over 25
years!

Pulaski is located on the
East Side of Detroit.



Students are grouped in three tiers
(though they aren’t told this on any

regular basis. It’s more for the
teacher to keep in mind). The tiers are
Panther (top), Lions (1 yr behind), and

Cubs (2 or more years behind).
There’s also a Cub Club who are

students who really need help with
reading and writing.

 
On my first day, I observed and
helped the Specials teacher, Ms.

Thompkins who oversees a lot of their
iReady work. I helped the kids with

social interactions (they argued a lot).
I connected eventually with one of

the students who asked me to sit with
her and help her with her lessons. 

Ms. Espina is an amazing teacher. The
class size is so huge I was amazed at

how much she could get done! She
regualry asks questions and checks
for understanding. Students read a

loud, respond to their peers, and “turn
& talk”. 

iReady is part of
the required
curriculum



Set Up

Learning targets

posted everyday

Smart board utilized

to guide learning

sequence

Examples of
writing on walls

Tables set up with

supplies for easy

access

CLASSROOM

Brightly lit room &

colorful signs



BOOK MOBILE!

Ms. Espina has coordinated regular visits from the Detroit Public Library’s
Book Mobile! Students can check out a book and return it the next time the
mobile comes. Kids were really excited to get a book. When they returned

to class, they could spend some time looking over and reading their books. I
observed that some students got books way above their reading level, while

others got books at their level and were able to enjoy reading. I wonder if
there’s a way to help kids get books they can read?



Ms. Espina’s
Feedback:

I asked Ms. Espina if I could teach a
short lesson. I decided to use a small

section from my DAE-407 lesson plan!
I read the book aloud and posted

photos of each page on the smart
board. Students were really into the

book and had questions along the way.
I taught it to the 3rd graders then had
feedback from Ms. Espina about how I

could imporve and make it a better
lesson. After incorporating her advice,
my lesson with the 4th graders was a

ton better! I asked the kids more
questions, I stopped more frequently
as I read aloud, and overall, the kids
were more engaged and interactive!

Maybe
Something
Beautiful
Reading
Aloud

Ask questions during readingMake connections during readingElaborate when they ask questionsAssume they don’t knowExplain details
Model
Ask, “What do you wonder?”Simplify
Integrate social studies



Ways I assisted in the classroom:

General management
Walked around to help any kids who
needed assistance
Assisted Ms. Thompkins
Distributed supplies
Helped with a recess time outside
Assisted with their watercolor color
coding lesson
Worked 1:1 with kids
Maintained good rapport with kids
and staff
Arrived on time and ready to help
Purchased the “Maybe Something
Beautiful” book for a student Ms.
Thompkins has been working with
(Amelia is an artist and doesn’t
verbalize much, but Ms. Thompkins
is encouraging her to express
herself through art).
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