
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make Plans for Your Pets 
If you evacuate your home, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS BEHIND! Pets most likely cannot survive 
on their own; and if by some remote chance they do, you may not be able to find them when 
you return. For additional information, please contact Washoe County Regional Animals 
Services. 

•  Contact your veterinarian and find out if they will accept your pet in an emergency.   
•  Decide on safe locations in your house where you could leave your pet in an 

emergency.  
•  Consider easy to clean areas such as utility areas or bathrooms and rooms with access 

to a supply of fresh water. 
•  Avoid choosing rooms with hazards such as windows, hanging plants or pictures in 

large frames. 
•  In case of flooding, the location should have access to high counters that pets can 

escape to. 
•  Set up two separate locations if you have dogs and cats. 
•  Buy a pet carrier that allows your pet to stand up and turn around inside. Train your 

pet to become comfortable with the carrier. Use a variety of training methods such as 
feeding it in the carrier or placing a favorite toy or blanket inside. 

•  If your pet is on medication or a special diet, find out from your veterinarian what you 
should do in case you have to leave it alone for several days. Try and get an extra 
supply of medications. 

• Make sure your pet has a properly fitted collar that includes current owner 
identification tag, rabies tag, or license tag (if applicable). A microchip implant is also a 
great way to provide permanent      identification for your pet. 

•  Current Owner Identification tag should include your name, address, and phone 
number. 

•  If your dog normally wears a chain link "choker" collar, have a leather or nylon collar 
available if you have to leave him alone for several days. 

•  Keep your pet's shots current and know where the records are. 
•  Most kennels require proof of current rabies and distemper vaccinations before 

accepting a pet. 
•  Contact motels and hotels in communities outside of your area and find out if they will 

accept pets in an emergency. 
•  When assembling emergency supplies for the household, include the following items 

for pets:  
•  Extra food (The food should be dry and relatively unappealing to prevent 

overeating. Store the food in sturdy containers.) 
•  Kitty litter 
•  Large capacity self-feeder and water dispenser 
•  Extra medications 

 
 In most cases, trained guide dogs for the blind, hearing impaired or handicapped will be 
allowed to stay in emergency shelters with their owners. 
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Plan for Pet Disaster Needs 

• Identifying shelter. For public health reasons, many emergency shelters cannot 
accept pets. Find out which motels and hotels in the area you plan to evacuate 
to allow pets -- well in advance of needing them. There are also a number of 
guides that list hotels/motels that permit pets and could serve as a starting 
point. Include your local animal shelter's number in your list of emergency 
numbers -- they might be able to provide information concerning pets during a 
disaster. 

• Take pet food, bottled water, medications, veterinary records, cat litter/pan, 
can opener, food dishes, first aid kit and other supplies with you in case they're 
not available later. While the sun is      still shining, consider packing a "pet 
survival" kit which could be easily deployed if disaster hits. 

• Make sure identification tags are up to date and securely fastened to your pet's 
collar. If possible, attach the address and/or phone number of your evacuation 
site. If your pet gets lost, his tag is his ticket home. Make sure you have a 
current photo of your pet for identification purposes. 

• Make sure you have a secure pet carrier, leash or harness for your pet so that if 
he panics, he can't escape. 
 

Prepare to Shelter Your Pet 
• Call Washoe County Regional Animal Services for specific pet sheltering 

locations. 
• If you are unable to return to your home right away, you may need to board 

your pet. Find out where pet boarding facilities are located. Be sure to research 
some outside your local area in case local facilities close. 

• Most boarding kennels, veterinarians and animal shelters will need your pet's 
medical records to make sure all vaccinations are current. Include copies in 
your "pet survival" kit along with a photo of your pet. 

• If you have no alternative but to leave your pet at home, there are some 
precautions you must take, but remember that leaving your pet at home alone 
can place your animal in great danger! Confine your pet to a safe area inside -- 
NEVER leave your pet chained outside! Leave them loose inside your home with 
food and plenty of water. Remove the toilet tank lid, raise the seat and brace 
the bathroom door open so they can drink. Place notices outside in a visible 
area, advising what pets are in the house and where they are located. Provide a 
phone number where you or a contact can be reached as well as the name and 
number of your vet. 

Care for Livestock: Information for Livestock Owners 
If you have large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats, or pigs on your property, 
be sure to prepare before a disaster. 
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Preparation Guidelines: 
• Ensure all animals have some form of identification that will help facilitate their 

return. 
• Evacuate animals whenever possible. Arrangements for evacuation, including 

routes and host sites, should be made in advance. Alternate routes should be 
mapped out in case the planned route is inaccessible. 

• The evacuation sites should have or be able to readily obtain food, water, 
veterinary care, handling equipment and facilities. 

• Make available vehicles and trailers needed for transporting and supporting 
each type of animal. Also make available experienced handlers and drivers. 
Note: It is best to allow animals a chance to become accustomed to vehicular 
travel so they are less frightened and easier to move. 

• If evacuation is not possible, a decision must be made whether to move large 
animals to available shelter or turn them outside. This decision should be 
determined based on the type of disaster and the soundness and location of 
the shelter (structure). 
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