
Biography – Katharine Ley, Cellist 
 
 
British Cellist, Katharine Ley lives in Newark, freelances professionally in the UK and enjoys a varied 
portfolio career with much performing and teaching work.  
 
Katharine’s main influences include private studies with Cellists Raphael Wallfisch, Felix Schmidt & 
Petr Prause, at the Royal Northern College of Music where she graduated with a 1st and her earlier 
studies at the Royal Birmingham Junior Conservatoire.  
 
As a Soloist, Katharine performs regularly with choirs, orchestras and in a recital setting. Recent 
performances include Karl Jenkins Benedictus: from the Armed Man with Baslow Choir; the Elgar 
Cello Concerto with the Lincoln Symphony Orchestra and an evening recital at the Worksop Concert 
Series.  
 
Katharine is a keen orchestral player. During her youth, Katharine won seats in numerous national 
youth orchestras including the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain.  
 
Katharine combines her performance career with much teaching work and undertook a PGCEi in 
Group Instrumental Teaching with Music Masters and Birmingham City University. Katharine 
teaches Cello, Orchestral Cello and String Ensemble in a variety of places. These include at 
Loughborough Schools Foundation, Nottingham Youth Orchestra and at Worksop College & Ranby 
House. 
 
Katharine plays on a Betts School Cello (c. 1790) paired with a John Clutterbuck bow. 
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