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Happy June, MHS members. Summer is almost here. The school year is over, and
some actual in-person graduations have taken place. We hope, as more people get vaccinated, that things will return to "normal," in case anyone remembers what that was
like. There are several things I would like to share with you:
1. MHS meetings are still in limbo. For the time being, we will continue with events at
outdoor locations. The board has decided to continue publishing the Muse over the
summer, and inviting members to join us in a variety of activities. However, due to
scheduling conflicts with a lot of other events starting up, as well as presenters'
schedules, meetings will not always be held on the fourth Thurs. evening. Mark
your calendars with these dates:
June 25- Monuments driving tour. See details on page 4.
July 10- Join us for the Shindig scheduled at the Apple Valley Legacy Museum.
Many MHS members have supported museum events in the past, and I appreciate it.
Tickets on sale now. See details on page 5.
Aug. 26- Hesperia Monuments Driving Tour- meet at Lime Street Park at 6:00 P.M.
Cars can be left there if you want to carpool.
Sept. 25- Museum of Speed (back by popular request) - meet at 12:00 noon- East
AV off of Milpas
Oct. 9- Fieldtrip to Daggett Museum, Old Stone Hotel, Blacksmith Shop, Daggett
Garage, maybe Newberry Springs
Nov. 18- Lone Wolf Colony- 7:00 P.M. Mark Landis presentation
Dec. 17- Holiday celebration- 5:00 P.M. Lone Wolf Colony
2. MHS will share booth space and hope to sell more books at the following community events:
July 3- AV Village Street Fair- James Woody Park 10-2:00
Aug. 14 and Oct. 23- Flea Market- Lions Park 8-1:00
Oct. 2- Paws and Claws Pet Fair- Civic Center Park- pending
Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 14, Dec. 11- Santa Fe Trading Crafts Fairs 10-4:00pm

3. We are working on having our monuments repaired and maintained. If you are able to donate, please see form on
page 4.
4. Over the past month the MHS has had the opportunity to sell books and solicit memberships at several events.
The May 8 Crafts Fair brought in $50; the Mojave River Valley Museum BBQ brought in $35 and one new membership; the "AV Oddities" presentation brought in $108 and one new membership. Mary has taken her show on the
road! Keep up the good work, volunteers!
5. The board is sad to say good-bye to Jack Magro, a MHS Director for the past three years, who is unable to finish out
his term ending Dec. 2021 due to health reasons. We will be looking for a fifth director when we nominate next Oct.
6. Good news- museums are re-opening! Currently both Rt. 66 Museums, the Mother Road Museum in Barstow and the
D. Street Museum in Victorville, are open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The Victor Valley Museum on AV Road is
open Wednesday through Sunday. Call to verify times. The Mojave River Valley Museum in Barstow is open daily
from 11-4:00 except for major holidays. Let's support each other.

Marcy

MHS website: www.mohahve.org Email: Mohahve64@gmail.com (Stormie Reid - Webmaster)
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It’s morning in the desert by Marcy Taylor
It's time for the tortoises of the Mojave Desert to get up
and see what they've been missing. Here is an update on
the local population from Mary Dutro, Adoption Chairperson of the High Desert Chapter of the Ca. Turtle and
Tortoise Club, also a long-time MHS Board member.
Mary's most recent acquisitions
were eight adult
tortoises
from
Pear Blossom,
the result of a
family moving
out of state. Because the law
states
California tortoises cannot leave California, the wise
thing to do was
to call Mary,
who met the
family at the Tortoise Terraces at the Lewis Center. The
new arrivals increased the population there to 49, all
healthy and adoptable.
So, do you want to adopt a tortoise or two? Here's what
to do: Go online to Tortoise.org website to learn how to
set up a tortoise habitat. Follow the instructions, making
sure your enclosure has both sun and shade, dirt for burrowing, a shallow water dish, and is safe from dogs or
other predators. Then call Mary at (760) 247-2364. She
will instruct you to send photos so she can evaluate the
set-up, and make suggestions if needed. If approved, you
can meet Mary at the Lewis Center some day after 3:00
when most of the students and traffic are gone.

You are about to become the adoptive parent of an endangered animal. Remember, while a tortoise cannot legally be bought or sold, the Department of Fish and
Wildlife will list you as the registered owner. You cannot
ever release your tortoise back into the wild, as almost all
captives are carriers of a respiratory disease that can infect their wild relatives.
In addition to managing adoptions, Nurse Mary operates
a tortoise hospital and rehab center in her own yard. At
this time six three- or four-year-old hatchlings are awaiting their fifth birthday to become eligible for adoption.
Also permanently housed there, adopted by Mary herself,
are the following accident casualties: There's Harley, run
over by a motorcycle twice, first possibly accidentally,
and then again on purpose. Next, there's Tripod, you
guessed it, a three-legged tortoise, the victim of a hungry
dog. Third, there's Freeway, whose attempted walk
across lanes was cut short by a speeding truck. His
crushed shell never grew back together, but was gently
repaired by a kind dentist, using material intended for
fillings. The fourth hospital patient, who was lacking
both front legs, was adopted out to a lady in Hesperia.
Unfortunately, he recently disappeared from her
yard. Mary's property is also home to eight turtles: two
Russians, two Greeks, three box turtles, and a red-eared
slider.
The High Desert and their native tortoises owe a big
thanks to Mary Dutro for the many years she has devoted
to caring for these endangered animals. She has been
known to drive many miles into the middle of the desert
to pick up rescues. She makes weekly rounds to grocery
stores to pickup left-over fruit and vegetables to make
sure they all have enough to eat. Countless students and
local residents have benefited from her school programs,
library presentations, and booths at local pet fairs. Mary,
still going strong at age 87, seems to have the longevity
of the desert tortoise!

Rountree family adopting their second tortoise
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Zen Center Trip by Marcy Taylor
On the evening of Thurs. April 22, the members and guests of the Mohahve Historical Society enjoyed an informative
trip to the Chua Thien An Desert Zen Center in Lucerne Valley. This Zen Buddhist Temple, was first purchased in
1976 by members f the Long Beach Monastery and Meditation Center. In 1982 several monks moved to the desert to
take up permanent residence. In 1999 the temple
adopted its current name, in honor of the Vietnamese Master.
The MHS group met at 6:00 for a short meeting,
followed by a welcome and introduction by hosting
monk, the Venerable Thich Tam Mung. He informed the group, many who were unfamiliar with
the temple, that its activities include workshops,
meditation retreats, Sunday services, and Tues. and
Thurs. evening meditation. A tour of several beautiful buildings followed, including the meditation
room, the main sanctuary, the remembrance room,

and the reception room, where the tour concluded. At that time
attendees could enjoy snacks, purchase items, and ask questions.
Four beautiful pieces of jewelry were donated for the monthly raffle.
The Zen Center is located at 10989 Buena Vista Rd. in Lucerne
Valley, just a few blocks from Hwy. 18 and Rabbit Springs Rd.
For further information, call (760) 985-4567. All activities at the
center are free, but donations are gladly accepted.

The Mojave River Valley Museum's 54th Annual BBQ and Open House (which should have been the 55th) that
took place on Sat. May 15, was a big success and a whole lot of fun! Besides great food, a rummage sale, a silent auction, book sale, and hourly raffle winners, lots of "history stuff" was going on. Homemade sourdough muffins and
moonshine were on the breakfast menu; the blacksmith shop and Drovers Railroad Car were open; weaving demos and
gold panning brought back memories.
Down in the grass area you could learn a little bit about desert critters, including tortoises and snakes, from animal rescuers Art and Viola Basulto, purchase some of Carol's collectibles from Carol Wiley, or stop by the combined Mohahve Historical Society / Apple Valley Legacy Museum / Victor Valley Legacy Museum booth to browse or buy a book,
map, poster, or a number of other historical items
from Stormie Reid or Marcy Taylor. Throughout the
afternoon knowledgeable speakers Cliff Walker, Jim
Conkle, and Mike Boultinghouse spoke on early
transportation routes through Barstow, including the
Old Spanish Trail and Route 66.
The BBQ was well attended by MHS members, many
of whom are also MRVM members. These included
the Lutzes, the Phillips, the Churchills, the
whole Baggerly family; Past President Jim Mustra;
board members Rick Schmidt, Carol Wiley, and Marcy Taylor; members Veronica Sanchez, Stormie Reid,
and David Utermoehlen; and I'm probably forgetting
somebody. It's great to see everyone out there supporting each other.
Beautiful weather, live music, and friendly people
made for a great day.
MHS members relaxing and enjoying the 2021 MVRM BBQ

Marcy
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June Meeting / MHS Monuments Driving Tour
Friday June 26, 6:00pm

MHS MONUMENTS TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

Meet at the Mojave River Crossing Monument on
Turner Road at Desert Springs Ranch sign. Take
D. Street / Route 66 West, pass I15 freeway, pass Air Expressway, turn left on Turner
Rd.
Important:
Try to work out carpooling with other MHS members / friends and arrive with 2, 3 or 4 in a car. It
is difficult to keep the group together if we have
more than 7-8 cars in a caravan.
Don't worry. Each attendee will receive directions. The booklet can be purchased for $5.00 in
advance or at the meeting place.

(Restoration and continued maintenance)
First repairs:
#2 Mojave River Crossing
#4 Historic Bridges of the Mojave
Next step:
Touch-ups on #5, #6, #7
3rd step:
Sealant on #2-#9 to prevent further damage
Ongoing:
Maintenance of monuments/sites (weeds, trash, graffiti)
Name_______________________ Phone____________
Amount donated__________ Receipt needed?______
Checks must be made out to MHS, submitted in person,
or mailed to PO Box 21, Victorville, Ca. 92393

MHS May Apple Valley Curiosities Meeting Recap
Yes, some people were truly amazed to learn about horse poop plates, pigeon telephones, and square dancing on horseback. Some attendees did
not realize that turkeys, pigeons, bunnies, and duck-bunnies populated early Apple Valley. But MHS member Bryan Taylor set the record straight
with a hilarious skit about REAL desert animals, and their importance to the town's development.
For others in the audience, the presentation brought back fond memories. AV Legacy Museum volunteer Irene Atteberry remembered that she too
possessed a horse poop coin, the same kind sent to Queen Elizabeth back in the 1960's for which the AV artist received a thank you note.
MHS member Jack Betterley had a lot to add. He described the worst job he ever had-- working at the Jess Ranch Turkey Processing Plant. On the
other hand, he fondly recalled, as a small child, his role with the Dancing Hooves. Too young to square dance on horseback with a teenage cowgirl, his job was to close out the show by riding out on a pony with a sign announcing "The End." A superstar in the making! He also shared a
story about his job at the AV Country Club, when he reminded Roy Rogers that he couldn't play in cowboy boots. But Roy got the best of him by
holding up his foot to reveal that he was actually wearing GOLF boots- the very pair we have on display inside the museum!
The evening was fun and successful, thanks to nine hardworking volunteers, and the weather-- warm with only a slight breeze, not the 20 mph
winds predicted. Over $100 worth of books were sold, and a returning visitor paid her membership. And most importantly: We gave a shout-out to
our newest celebrity to add to Apple Valley's long list of personalities-- our very own American Idol winner, hometown boy Chayse Beckham. (I
actually heard his recent release "Twenty-three" on my car radio today--brought tears to my eyes!) So another slide or two will be added to the
presentation. If you missed it, future presentations will be scheduled at the Mojave River Valley Museum, and a Friends of the Apple Valley
Library meeting. Stay tuned for future details.

Marcy Taylor

Marcy Taylor addressing the audience with a PowerPoint
presentation on the Oddities and Curiosities of Apple Valley.

MHS member Bryan Taylor relating the
story of the Apple Valley Dee Gee Bunny
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AVLM 6th Anniversary Shindig
The Volunteers of the Apple Valley Legacy Museum cordially invite you to their
Sixth Anniversary Shindig Sat. July 10, 2021 at the Historic Apple Valley Inn Cottage 153.
2:00 - 4:00pm
4:00pm
4:00 & 4:30pm
4:30pm
5:00pm
5:45pm
6:00 & 6:30pm

Collectibles Sale, Silent Auction, Museum visits throughout program
Welcome and Live Western Music by “Mojave Nights” band
Narrated Historical Hayrides
Dinner begins, served by “Old Town Dogs”
Old West Shootout - Comedy skit
Raffle and Silent Auction Results
Narrated Historical Hayrides and continued museum visitation

Dinner) on sale now at Apple Valley Legacy Museum.
Lorraine, Tickets
Bill and- $15.00
cousin(includes
Marvin Graham
Call (760) 985-1918 for info or reserved seating.

Live Music!

Dinner supplied by

Dinner @ 4:30pm

Ole West Shootout
Comedy Skit!

Narrated Hay Ride
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To all the Special Men out there -“Happy

Fathers Day”!

Mohahve Historical Society
Post Office Box 21
Victorville, CA 92393

The MUSE is the
Monthly newsletter
of the
Mohahve
Historical Society

Label
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