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President’s Corner
Greetings MHS Members:

1. I will get right down to business. This is nominations month. You got a preview in the September Muse. Now this
is the real thing. You can nominate in four ways: Use the form on page 2 of this newsletter and submit to Nominations Chairperson Juanita Riedell at the October 28 MHS meeting at the Lone Wolf Colony. Email the form to
Juanita at JJRRTI@aol.com . Pick up a form at the Oct. 28 meeting and submit it that evening. Call Juanita at
760-240-7908 and she will take care of it for you. IMPORTANT: Be sure to get the consent of the person you are
nominating before submitting his/her name. No surprises! In case you can't picture the people who currently serve
on the board, check out their photographs on page 3.
2. Books have arrived! I picked up the Mohahve series books we ordered from Mojave Copy. Now you can purchase the ones you need to complete your set of #1-6 plus the Index, or, if you don't have a set to complete, you
can purchase the books individually, or buy all 7 books for $105. In addition, Michelle Lovato's second "Images
of America" book, "Apple Valley Past and Present," is hot off the press. See Director 1 in charge of books, Mary
Dutro, at the next meeting.
3. Upcoming October events you won't want to miss:
a. Saturday October 9 - The Happy Trails Parade, Street Fair, and Car Show is returning after taking 2020
off. The parade kicks off at 10:00am from Central and Outer Highway 18 South, and proceeds down to
the Mollie's Restaurant. MHS members Carol Wiley, Anna Diamond, Patty Hedges, Jamie Paye, and
Marcy Taylor, along with Apple Valley Legacy Museum volunteers Marina Krantz, Mike Johnston, Irene
Atteberry, Craig Bost, and Teri Watanabe will re-enact the good old days in Apple Valley, when Roy and
Dale proclaimed "Apple Valley is for Fun!" per an old brochure. The car show and street fair will follow
in James Woody Park.
b. Sunday October 10 - The Roy Rogers monument unveiling will take place at 10:00am at Horseman's
Center, 24320 Highway 18, east of Apple Valley, courtesy of E Clampus Vitus. The event is open to the
public. It is suggested you bring your own lawn chair and arrive early to find parking.
c. Saturday October 16 - We will share a booth at the Santa Fe Trading Co. Crafts Fair on Seventh Street
between A and Forrest in Old Town Victorville. Bands, booths, and food vendors will add to the fun between 10am and 4pm.
d. Saturday October 23 - Join us at Lions Park for the Apple Valley Flea Market from 8am -1pm.
e. Saturday October 23 - Barstow's 89th Annual Mardi Gras Parade honoring "Superhero: Cliff Walker,"
7pm - 9pm. He is a long-time board member of Mojave River Valley Museum, historical author, and
frequent speaker at meetings.
f. Sunday October 24 - Join us at the Lone Wolf Colony's Fall Festival between 10am -5pm.
g. Thursday October 28 - "Lost Ship of the Desert" presentation at Lone Wolf Colony. Doors open at
6:30pm. See details on page 7.
h. Saturday October 30 - Fieldtrip to Daggett Museum and historical sites. Meet at 10:00. See details on
page 7.
5. It's time to renew your membership for 2022. In addition to paying your dues, we are asking that you update your
contact information. Life members - You also need to let us know of any changes in address, phone number,
email, or anything else of importance. Make sure you continue to receive your "Muse" by staying current.
6. For only $20/person you can purchase your dinner ticket to the MHS Holiday celebration on Friday December 17.

WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS

Eugene Boswell & Mike Hambright Family (L-F)
Yogi Collier (S)
Bruce Hollenbeck (S)

THANK YOU - RENEWAL MEMBERS
Bob & Judy Allard
Bill & Dianne Cadenhead
Anna Diamond and Jamie Paye

Marcy

MHS website: www.mohahve.org Email: Mohahve64@gmail.com (Stormie Reid - Webmaster)
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MHS Board Nomination for 2022 Officers
According to our by-laws, here is the yearly schedule for nominations and elections.
September:
October:
November:
December:

The status of current offices/officers is presented.
Nomination committee or Chairperson accepts nominations for open positions.
A vote is taken at the monthly meeting by written ballot or oral if all are running unopposed.
Officers are sworn in for the following year.

Eligibility:

Any member in good standing is qualified for the position. A background in local history or willingness to learn is desirable. See By-Laws for formal duties. Directors take on any tasks that they are
willing and able to do in support of the society including stepping into Board position if vacated midterm. The person being nominated must have AGREED to ACCEPT the nomination.

Nomination for 2022 Board Officers
Please complete and return this form to nomination committee Chairperson:

Juanita Riedell

19260 Palm Way, Apple Valley, CA 92308
(760) 240-7908
Email: JJRRTI@aol.com
OR

POSITION
Incumbent

Submit at any MHS field trip or meeting.

Term of
Office

PRESIDENT
Marcy Taylor

2022-2023

VICE PRESIDENT
Delvin Harbour

2021-2022

TREASURER
Carol Wiley

2022

RECORDING SECY.
Not Filled

2022

CORRESP SECY.
Therese Moore

2022

DIRECTOR 1
Mary Dutro

2021-2023

DIRECTOR 2
Carol Johnson

2022-2024

DIRECTOR 3
Mike Phillips

2020-2022

DIRECTOR 4
Julia Jackson

2021-2023

DIRECTOR 5
Rick Schmidt

2022-2024

Office
Status

Incumbent willing
To Continue

OPEN

YES

Nominee

CLOSED
OPEN

YES

OPEN
OPEN

YES

CLOSED
OPEN
CLOSED
CLOSED
OPEN

YES

Submitted by: _____________________________________ Phone ___________________
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2021 MHS Board Members

President
Marcy Taylor

Vice President
Delvin Harbour

Treasurer
Carol Wiley

Recording Secretary
(OPEN)

Correspond Secy
Therese Moore

Not
Available

Director 1
Mary Dutro

Director 2
Carol Johnson

Director 3
Mike Phillips

Director 4
Julia Jackson

Director 5
Rick Schmidt

If you already shop on Amazon, consider switching to AmazonSmile. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable organization.
This way, you can score great deals while giving back, and you can do it in 3 easy steps!
1. Visit smile.amazon.com. It’s the same as Amazon, but with the option for a portion of your purchase price to go
to a charitable organization. Be sure to bookmark the page, so you never forget to shop without giving back!
2. Create or sign into your account. Once you’ve logged in, Amazon will ask you to choose your charity of choice.
Search and select "Mohahve Historical Society”
3. Shop away! Most items qualify for an Amazon Smile donation, but they will let you know if they don’t.
2022 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL!
Annual (Non-Lifetime) Memberships
will expire 12/31/2021.
Please renew your membership at the
October or November members meetings
Or by mail
MHS, P.O. Box 21,Victorville, CA 92393
(see Page 6 for Application/Renewal Form)
Single ($20), Family ($30), Student ($10), Business ($35)

Protect your MUSE Newsletter and renew soon!
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MHS Monuments Status Report by Marcy Taylor
Thanks to Troy Bithell, a proud member of the Billy
Holcomb Chapter 1069 of the Ancient and Honorable
Order of E Clampus Vitus, historic markers created between 1994 and 2000 as Eagle Scout projects by local
boys, assisted by Mohahve Historical Society members,
are looking good as new. In case you don't know, the
"Clampers" erect monuments. "Monuments to what?" you
may ask. Why to anything they feel like...anything they
deem has enough historical significance and is worth remembering. Recently I found out they also are willing to
repair monuments at a very good price--FREE!
Early Saturday morning on September 4, 2021, I met
Troy and his attractive assistant at the Victor Valley Museum, location of the "Temple Rock" monument, a

1994 Eagle Scout project of Michael D. Marion, assisted
by two Mohahve Historical Society members, John A.
Bascom and John M. Swisher. The first step was to brush
the rock free of dirt, then clear the area around the base
and a few inches into the ground. Using a concoction
known as "Vitrocen," created by Bithell himself, applied
with a standard paint roller, the entire rock, all sides and
the top, were permanently sealed. Done! Now the monument is protected from not only the weather, but any
would-be vandals with a spray paint can.
We proceeded to Ridgecrest, just north of Bear Valley,
to the "John Brown Road" monument, erected in 1995 by

Russell McDonald, assisted by past MHS President John
Bascom. Same procedure. Next we were off to Eighth and
C Streets in Old Town Victorville, to the "Mormon

Springs" monument, the 1998 project of Jonathan Oliver,
also assisted by MHS. Looking good- nice and shiny!
Last stop- a few short blocks east to Eleventh and C
near the Victor Valley Memorial Park Cemetery. The
monument entitled "Victor Valley Memorial Park," a

2000 project of Adam Snedegar, with the help and advice
of Bascom was quickly cleaned and sealed. Right around
the corner on Eleventh Street just north of C, we found
our last monument of the day, "John Brown," a 2000 Eagle Scout project of David Rogers, also assisted by MHS
and Historian John Bascom. I should mention that most of
these projects were completed with the assistance of Sooter Signs, with the heavy stones transported by Graham
Equipment.
MHS is not finished with monument upkeep and repair.
Three monuments, "Historic Bridges of the Mojave,"
"John Brown," and "Historic Names of the Mojave River," will soon be moved to safer locations where people
can stop and read the plaques. Again Lee Graham of Graham Equipment will volunteer his time and expertise to
get the job done. Last but not least, three brand new
plaques will be attached to monuments that were not salvageable: "Lane's Crossing" on Turner Road, placed by
MHS members back in 1988; "Historic Names of the Mojave River," and "Historic Bridges of the Mojave," both
2000 Eagle Scout projects to be moved to C Street. Members of the
Billy Holcomb
Chapter of
the Clampers
will
attach the
plaques.

Thanks to those of you who contributed financially towards our monument fund, so far totaling over $1200,
getting closer to our goal of $1600. Edition 1 of
"Mohahve Historical Society Monuments," is available
for $5.00 at the Apple Valley and Victor Valley Legacy
Museums during open hours, and at any and all MHS
meetings and fieldtrips. It includes a map and driving directions to fourteen monument sites. Call (760) 985-1918
for further information.
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MHS Members roll through Hesperia's History
By Marcy Taylor

Thurs. Aug 26 was a beautiful summer night for an educational sightseeing trip. A group of Mohahve Historical
Society members met at Lime Street Park for an adventure exploring Hesperia's past through the "Historical
Sites" markers placed by the Hesperia Recreation and

Park District during the mid-1990's, some with the assistance of past MHS members. Many of the originals were
designed and carved by Larry McKnight, then transported
and installed by local volunteers and businesses.
The group first
toured old parts of
Hesperia, in the area
of Main Street and
the railroad tracks.
Marked sites include
the two oldest town
buildings, Walters
Store, dating from
1915, and the first
school house, which
served students from
1883-1957.
Other
markers commemorate the prior locations of the famous
Hesperia
Hotel
At the Walters
(1887-1961),
and
the
Store marker
nearby
Hesperia
train station (1887-1952), serving the needs of travelers
before the era of the Route 66 and automobile travel
moved the main traffic further west.
Several markers emphasize the importance of precious
water on the desert. Along Arrowhead Lake Road can be
found the original Hesperia water source, not far from
Hesperia Lakes, actually formed by a leak in the water
system's siphon. Lime Street Park marks the location of
the original water supply ditch and reservoir, the end of
the line for life-sustaining water, arriving after having
been transported seven miles through flumes, pipes, and
ditches, using only a combination of gravity and siphons.
This system served the growing town of Hesperia until
the 1950's.
A third take-away from this adventure was the importance of the John Brown Toll Road, running up the
pass and connecting to the prehistoric Mojave Trail. A
marker at Hesperia Lakes tells of the trail's use by both
the Anasazi people over 12,000 years ago, as well as the
early explorers of the 1700's and 1800's: Padre Garces,

Jedediah Smith, Kit Carson, and caravans of Mormons
headed to San Bernardino. Three other John Brown markers depict where the road branched off of the ancient Mojave Trail going west to Cajon's summit, where the John
Brown Road met the Van Duzen Road running through
Holcomb Valley, and where the John Brown Road
crossed what is now Main Street between 6th and 7th
Streets.
Various other
markers locate the
prehistoric Atongai
Indian Village on
Arrowhead Lake
Road; the Summit
Train Station and
Elliott Ranch near
Hwy 138; Roler's
old Route 66 gas
station at the top of
the pass; Miller's
Corner, the site of
a garage and small
airport, near the I15
and
Main
Stormie Reid providing historical Street; and Hesperia's 1950's era
information at the site of the
first General Store,
Antongai Indian Village
on what is now
Muscatel south of Main. An added attraction was a twilight stop at the old Camp Cajon site in the pass, where
attendees relaxed at the recently relocated original Camp
Cajon concrete picnic table.
Our thanks to Mohahve Historical Members Stormie
Reid and Marcy Taylor for researching and narrating the
tour, Bryan Taylor for serving as photographer, and local
historians Scott Johnson and Gary "Griz" Drylie for
providing information and advice. Interested parties are
encouraged to purchase any of the four related books:
"Arduous Road" by Leo Lyman and Larry Reece,
"Hesperia: Inland Gateway to Southern California" by
Scott Johnson, "Images of America: Hesperia" by Gary
Drylie, and "Shaping Kate," Hazel Stearns' fictional account of life in 1950's Hesperia, based on her own experiences growing up there. All are on sale at the Apple Valley Legacy Museum and at monthly MHS meetings.

MHS members assembled at the site of the first
Hesperia school (1883-1957).
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MHS

Several MHS members attended the Apple Valley Kawanis Car Show at
Historic Apple Valley Inn - 9/11. Booth staffed by, left to right,
Marcy Taylor, Stormie Reid, Anna Diamond and Rick Schmidt.
Greater High Desert Chamber of
Commerce annual event at Kemper Campbell Ranch 9/15. MHS
represented by Carol Wiley and
Marcy Taylor (pictured), and
Stormie Reid.

Santa Fe Trading Co. Crafts Fair, 9/18, staffed by Stormie Reid, Marcy Taylor,
Carol Wiley, Anna Diamond and Carol Johnson (not pictured).

Ma
rcy
re-

Barstow’s Founders Day Dinner, sponsored by
MRV Museum, was held at the beautiful historic
Harvey House on Saturday evening 9/18.
MHS was represented by members
Carol Wiley and Marcy Taylor

The book, “Past and Present: Apple Valley” by MHS member and former VP Michelle Lovato, is
now on the shelf and available for purchase at any MHS event, Apple Valley Legacy Museum,
Victor Valley Legacy Museum, or call (760) 985-1918. Price: $24.
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Members Meeting - Thurs. Oct. 28, 7:00pm - Lone Wolf Colony.
Be sure to attend for the
presentation on "The Lost
Ship of the Desert." What's
at the bottom of the Salton
Sea? Could it be a lost Spanish galleon filled with black
pearls? Or maybe the mutinous English ship that attacked the Spanish galleon?
Perhaps a lost Viking ship
filled with rare treasure?
You will learn about these legends of the past, and perhaps separate
fact from fiction.
Our speaker is none other than John Grasson: traveler, explorer,
research technician, desert photographer, and self described "truth
seeker." He is considered to be the leading authority on both the Lost Ship of the Desert and the Black Gold of Pegleg
Smith, as well as a proud member of the Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus. Since he has been featured on
several TV networks from the American Heroes Channel, the Travel Channel, and the Science Channel; was the recent
co-host of the Death Valley Jim Radio program, which aired from Palm Springs; was featured in Newsweek; and was a
guest on the Art Bell Show, he probably knows what he's talking about. So be there!
Daggett Field Trip - Sat. Oct. 30, 10:00am. You won't want to miss the chance to
experience the history of Daggett. Our guide will be Daryl Schendel, an expert on the
Mojave River Valley area. A forty-year resident of Barstow, he has operated six businesses in Calico for the past 16 years, as well as doing the important job of Search and
Rescue, including mine rescues. His interest in Daggett developed through that town's close relationship with Calico's mining
history. Currently the President of the Daggett Historical Society, Schendel is credited with reviving the Daggett Museum after
a sixteen-year closure, and
purchasing the Alf's Blacksmith Shop to keep its history alive. He is currently in
Old Stone Hotel
the process of opening a new
visitor center in an existing
historic building.
We will meet at the Daggett Old miner’s hat with
Museum, 33703 2nd Street candle for light
in Daggett at 10:00 A.M. for
a tour. From there we will proceed to the Old Stone
Hotel, then Alf's Blacksmith Shop, and finally the
old Route 66 Gas Station. Following the last stop, those who want a tasty lunch and another history lesson can continue
on Route 66 to the Bagdad Cafe in Newberry Springs, the location of the filming of the movie by the same name. Call
(760) 985-1918 or stop by the Apple Valley Legacy Museum to sign up for this trip.
Brent Gaddis, President of the Mojave River Valley Museum, stone mason, adobe expert, and sculptor, has agreed to
tackle the job of repairing the Desert Tortoise sculpture at the Victor Valley Museum. After some shell pieces are recreated and the legs are reattached, a new paint-job will complete the project. The current members of Apple Valley
Women's Club, whose predecessors placed the plaque, were happy to hear the good news.
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PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO CHANGE YOUR MEMBERSHIP STATUS
(Name, Address, Phone, Email) and submit by USPS or Email

Mohahve Historical Society
Post Office Box 21
Victorville, CA 92393

The MUSE is the
Monthly newsletter
of the
Mohahve
Historical Society

Label

www.mohahve.org
Mohahve64@gmail.com
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