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Welcome everybody!

The Viva Panamá Organization (VPO) commemorates its Coral Anniversary Gala, 35 

years sharing Panama’s culture with the world; and all of this has been because of 

VPO’s Alpha and Omega, the Ballet Folklórico Viva Panamá, which has traveled 

with music and dance through more than 90 cities in California, three other states, 

Mexico, Canada, Puerto Rico, and China, France, Monaco, and Italy. 

VPO’s mission and vision are to present and preserve Panama’s cultural heritage and 

promote global awareness of its richness as its driving force.  VPO has been engaged 

in the organization of international exhibitions at convention centers in Los Angeles 

and San Diego, televised events, conferences on cultural diplomacy, academic 

programs and events in many elementary/high schools, colleges, and universities, and 

international folklore exchanges around the world.

Thanks to those who have trusted and believed in our work, as it has helped our 

cultural peers recognize us as “Cultural Ambassadors of Panamá in the Southern 

California area”. Our hard work and sacrifices have been fruitful over the course of 

these 35 years, always working hard and striving to present the best image of Panama 

and at the highest quality level. 

We feel very humble and proud of establishing the International Week of Panama in 

the County of Los Angeles in 2003, in collaboration with the Los Angeles County 

Board of Supervisors.  We sincerely hope that this legacy continues for the cultural 

benefit of our present and future generations.

I feel extremely blessed and privileged when meeting Panamanians who have 

contributed to the benefit of our community and been an example of leadership here 

in the USA, Panama, and the world, and for this VPO honors them with the 

Ambassador Award each year. 

I encourage you to consider becoming a VPO member by donating your time and 

funds and referring potential sponsors. Remember that all your contributions are tax-

deductible. Show your pride in being a Panamanian by donating, supporting our 

projects, and working with us!

Thanks to all our partners, sponsors, emcees, and artists for your support, kindness, 

and generosity that made all our projects possible and for making this evening a 

beautiful reality.  Thanks to all!

¡Que Viva Panamá!

Victor Grimaldo

Founder President 

Viva Panama Organization, Inc. 

CEO, Founder & President.

Viva Panama Organization              

525 E. Seaside Way, suite 1801, 

Long Beach, CA 90802.               

818-915-2121

www.vivapanama.org      

VGrimaldo25@gmail.com
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Jay was born and raised in Panama City, where he was inspired to 

become an architect by visiting construction sites at a very young 
age. During that time, he was fascinated by how multiple building 

trades came together to achieve a common goal but more impressed 
by how they followed directions from everyone called “the 

architect”. He has received multiple awards for his high 
achievements in the architectural world and for his involvement as an 

advocate for the architect’s profession. During the summer of 2024, 
he was recognized in Washington, DC, with the Young Architect 

Award presented by the American Institute of Architects at the 
National Building Museum.

Jay began his professional career in 2006 as a production coordinator at
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Pinzón Lozano & Asociados Arquitectos, working on the innovative F&F Tower, a 52-floor corkscrew 

skyscraper with each floor rotating approximately 9 degrees in Panama City. He graduated with a 
bachelor's degree in architecture from the University of Panama in 2009. Jay’s path took him to the City 

of Los Angeles to work as a consultant for The Getty Institute at the iconic Getty Center in Brentwood, 
California, in the spring of 2010. He played an important role assisting in the Institute’s Seismic 

Retrofitting Project: comprehensive damage and construction assessments for four historic earthen sites 
in the country of Peru representing building typologies found in the Latin American’s region. By the end 

of 2011, Jay was hired by Home and Garden Television Network (HGTV) to work as a consultant for 
the television show The Outdoor Room with Jamie Durie.

Jay acquired his accreditation from the Green Building Council Institute in April 2012 as a LEED 
Accredited Professional in Building Design &amp; Construction. He also made his comeback into 

commercial architecture that same year, landing a job at AC Martin (formerly known as Togawa Smith 
& Martin), an architecture firm that specializes in high-density multifamily residential and mixed-use 

buildings throughout Southern California. He was also recognized by the firm’s high achievement award 
individual in 2015 for his contributions to the company.

Jay founded zprout/s-prout/architecture in March 2015, and he currently serves the company as founding 

principal with his studio located in San Gabriel, California, supported by a small staff of professionals. 
The company's goal is to assist their clients sprout new ideas to make their vision a reality. Zprout 

architecture specializes in multifamily developments, commercial architecture, and federal funded 
projects on all phases of design and construction. In March 2021, the company received certification by 

the US Small Business Administration to participate in their small business development program. This 
certification has allowed the company to grow as a Certified Federal contracting firm and to do business 

with the General Services Administration (GSA).

Jay currently resides in the architecturally historic city of Pasadena, where he lives with his 3 young 
children and his wife Jamie. He served as president of the American Institute of Architects Pasadena 

chapter in 2019.



Born in Panama and graduated from the Panama School with a 

bachelor’s degree in Bilingual Secretarial with a Specialization 
in Accounting. After 18 years of experience and a fulfilled life, 

she decided to give up everything and start from scratch in Los 
Angeles. 

Ivett moved to Los Angeles in December 2005. After a divorce 
and a suitcase full of dreams and an immense desire to start over 

and take on the world, in 2010, she got enrolled in Pasadena City 
College and graduated with 3 vocational careers: Business 

Office Systems, Clerical Receptionist, and Bookkeeping 
Assistant. 
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That same year, she began working at 23Fifteen Living Options, formerly called Smith Family 

Homes, as a caregiver; later, its owner and CEO, Jason Smith, allowed her to manage the only house 
he had at that time for people with physical and mental disabilities. 

In 2012, she was diagnosed with scleroderma accompanied by 10 other incurable conditions, which, 
despite having no cure, have been controlled with chemotherapy and infusions for the rest of her life, 

with the unconditional support of her children, her daughter-in-law Keren, and her cousin Anayka. 

Today, 23fifteen Living Options has a total of 9 facilities, and Ivett holds the position of General 
Manager in the Los Angeles area. 

She thanks God for the illness she has, because it touched her and not any of her children, and 

because it could have been a terminal illness.   Her message to all people is that, to succeed in life, 
you only need to have God in your heart and a positive attitude towards life, because life is the most 

beautiful thing that God gave us, and no person or disease has the right to take control of our life.  
Miracles exist, and an example is Ivett Busby Arango. 

Ivett is the mother of three beautiful children: Valerie, an assistant administrator at 23fifteen; Rubén is 
a supervisor at a Canadian company in Saint George, Utah; and Alison, who is studying Political 

Science at Sacramento State University and had the honor of being queen of the Viva Panama 
Organization in 2024, sponsored by 23fifteen Living Options and IB Consulting Services, Inc.



Antonio Andrés Rosello is a Venezuelan-Italian actor, producer, 

creator, and digital communicator who grew up much of his life 
between Europe and Panama and considers the country one of the 

greatest influences on his personal and artistic training.  He is fluent in 
Spanish, English, Italian, and French, and has built an international 

career that unites film, television, digital platforms, and social work.

She began her artistic career in Panamanian commercial theater, 

participating in numerous stage productions that sparked her passion 
for acting and storytelling. Later, he leaped into film and television, 

developing a career that today includes more than 40 short films, 
feature films, television productions, and digital series in the United 

States, Panama, and Latin America.
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His work has been presented at major international festivals, including the Panama International Film 

Festival (IFF Panama), the Palm Springs International Short Fest, the BFI Flare Film Festival in the 
United Kingdom, and the Los Angeles Film Festival (LAFA), bringing Latin American and 

Panamanian stories to audiences around the world.

His performances have received international recognition, winning awards for Best Actor at the Berlin 

Indie Film Festival and the Los Angeles Film Awards for his work in independent film. He has also 
participated in outstanding film productions and continues to promote Panama's talent and stories on 

international stages.

In addition to his facet as an actor, Antonio is the producer and creator of an original fiction series 
inspired by football and developed for new short-form digital entertainment platforms, a project that 

merges two of his great passions: sport and audiovisual narration.

He has also worked with renowned international brands such as Ralph Lauren, Samsung, Tommy 
Hilfiger and Garnier, consolidating a versatile career between acting, advertising and content creation.  

Committed to service and social impact, Antonio has had the honor of serving as an Ambassador for 
the Panamanian Red Cross, using his platform to support humanitarian initiatives and inspire new 

generations of artists and leaders in the region.

As a digital creator, he has built a community of more than 750,000 followers on TikTok and more 
than 45,000 followers on Instagram, connecting with a global audience in Latin America, the United 

States, and Europe through content on acting, creativity, sports, and personal development.

He holds a degree in Marketing from Florida State University, with complementary studies in Film and 
Humanities. She has also perfected her acting training at the prestigious Stella Adler Academy of 

Acting in Los Angeles, one of the most prestigious the world's most renowned performing institutions 
and heir to the legacy of the legendary teacher Stella Adler.

Currently, Antonio continues to develop his international career from Los Angeles, always maintaining 
a strong link with Panama and working with the purpose of telling stories that inspire, generate positive 

impact, and represent the talent, diversity, and resilience of the communities that have marked his life.
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Ballet Folklórico Viva Panamá has been sharing the culture of Panama for the last 35 years in the Southern 

California area, with elementary and secondary schools, universities, cultural centers, local and international 
festivals, and exhibitions at convention centers.

Ballet Folklórico Viva Panamá was created in 1991 under the general direction of Victor Grimaldo, 
choreographic coordination of Elsa Seibert, and administrative coordination of Eva Franceschi. This folkloric 

ballet has performed in more than 95 cities in California; it has been to Las Vegas and Texas.  Internationally, it 
has been to Mexico, Puerto Rico, Canada, China, Monaco, France, and Italy.

Our dance company is made up of talented individuals from diverse professional fields who enjoy sharing their 

culture through music and dance and preserving the originality and authenticity in the rhythms and movements 
of traditional dances, bringing forth the true spirit of the Panamanian people.

Dancers: Ana Blanco Landau, Elsa Arenas-Seibert, Eva Franceschi, Jairo Laws Landau, Janeika Jarquin, Jassin 

Bernal, Kalani Bermudez, Victor Grimaldo, William Cerrud, Yhinyer Jackson, Alex Vega, y Jorge Ortega.



On August 12, 2003, during the Celebration of Panama's Centennial 

and under the initiative of Viva Panama Organization's President 
and his collaborators, a motion to the Los Angeles County Board of 

Supervisors was placed suggesting the Proclamation of  

International Week of Panama in Los Angeles, which was 

declared by the Chair of the board, Ms. Yvonne Burke, as a 
commemoration of Panama's Centennial and the Foundation of the 

Old Panama City on August 15, 1519.

We had the presence of Ing. Dominador Kaiser Bazan, Vice-

President of Panama, Lic. Fernando Daly, Consul of Panama in Los 
Angeles, Eduardo Pineda, representative of the Board of 

Supervisors, Justine Pasek, Miss Universe 2002, and Dr. Victor 
Grimaldo, President of Viva Panama Organization.

Every year in August, VPO hosts two events to celebrate the 

International Week of Panama in Los Angeles: the Ambassador 

Awards & Film Festival Opening Night Event, recognizing high-

profile Panamanians with the Ambassador Awards for their 
professional achievements and contributions to the community in 

Panama, USA, and/or worldwide.
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Viva Panama Organization (VPO) is always proud of its Culture and its people and annually 

recognizes the Ambassador Award to high-profile Panamanians for their professional achievements 

and for enhancing and promoting Panama’s image in the community, Panama, the USA, and abroad.

Every year, the Viva Panama Organization hosts a themed annual fundraiser gala in support of 

cultural arts and education and celebrates its pride in its culture and its people and to represent 

Panama and its cultural heritage in the famous Hollywood Christmas Parade.

This year’s award represents the Viva Panama Organization’s Coral Anniversary, 35 years sharing 

the culture of Panama with the world. 

vivapanama.org.    
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Every year, the Viva Panama Organization hosts a themed annual fundraiser gala in support of cultural arts and 

education and celebrates its pride in its culture and people. The event also serves to recognize high-profile 

Panamanians for their professional achievements and contributions to the community in Panama, the USA, and 

the world, by honoring them with the Ambassador Award.

Some honorees include Miss Universe 2002 - Justine Pasek; legendary Hall of Fame jockey - Laffit Pincay 

Jr.; Honorable Judge of Sacramento Superior Court - Raoul Thorbourne; HIV Preventative Vaccine 

Researcher - Dr. Adán Ríos; inventor of the diabetic band-aid- Dr. Guillermo Ameer; psychotherapist and 

author – Melissa Shepherd-Williams; first female Panama Canal Captain - Vilma Romero; former President 

of Newport Beach Police – Vladimir Anderson; pediatric urologist - Dr. Leon Smith; NASA scientists - Dr. 

Erika Podest and Dr. Luis Rabelo; and Assemblymember - Hon. Jose Medina among others.
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2018: Insania, Donaire y Esplendor, Panama Al Brown, Paname, Ilegitimo.

2017: Salsipuedes, Aves de Papel, El Amateur, Mostro, El Último Soldado, Un Polvo, En Guerra Avisada, Oasis.

2016: El Cheque, Kenke, A Time to Love, Medusa, Red Vinyl, Melody for Ella, Zachrisson, Padre, Istmo.

2015: Heroe Transparente, Caja 25, Let Me Finish, Reinas, Chance.

The Panamanian International Film Festival in Los Angeles serves as a platform to promote and expose 

the harvest of Panamanian & Latin-American was founded and launched as one of VPO’s projects.

This festival aimed to serve as a platform to provide exposure to filmmakers, facilitating and promoting 

networking between participating countries and the industry in Hollywood.  The hope is to stimulate the 

development of film projects between Panama, Latin America & the USA. 

FFPA is held during the celebration of the International  Week of Panama in  Los Angeles County, and 

its Opening Gala is held in conjunction with VPO's Annual Ambassador Award Gala Night and the 

actual Film Festival at the Egyptian Theater in Hollywood. 
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Queen of Two Oceans
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María Ruth Saballo Lescure was born in Chiriqui, Panama, where she developed a deep appreciation 

for Panamanian folklore from an early age.  She currently attends Instituto Panamericano in David and 
enjoys traditional Panamanian dance, folkloric Chiriqui activities, and the art of makeup. Dedicated to 

her education and ambitious about her future, María Ruth dreams of pursuing a career in medicine and 
becoming a dermatologist.

Since childhood, she has participated in cultural events throughout Panamá, proudly representing her 
heritage while encouraging cultural exchange and strengthening bonds between communities. She was 

chosen as Ms. Viva Panama Org. and Queen of the Two Oceans for her journey of growth and 
commitment to our Panamanian folklore. 

Through her elegance, hospitality, and dedication, María Ruth proudly embodies the spirit of a new 

generation committed to carrying Panamanian traditions forward.  Maria has participated several times 
as a princess during the Almojábanos con Queso Folkloric Festival. With her sights set on the future, 

María Ruth aspires to become Reina of this folkloric festival in 2030. 

María Ruth also holds the special distinction of being the first Ms. Viva Panama and Queen of the Two 
Oceans coming from Panamá to represent us at the famous Hollywood Christmas Parade, an honor that 

further connects her personal story with the country, traditions, and culture she proudly represents, 
creating a unique connection between the organization and the country whose heritage she celebrates. 

For María Ruth, folklore is more than beautiful attire, music, or dance. It is identity, heritage, 
community, and legacy.  And when a little girl grows up surrounded by her traditions, she does not 

simply dream of wearing the crown—she learns what it means to honor it.



Viva Panama Organization has always been proud of the richness of 

Panamanian culture through its music, dances, and the warmth and vibrancy of 

our people within the multicultural community of Southern California and the 

world for the last 33 years with southern California and the world. 

Viva Panama Organization, created in 1991 and following its slogan of 

“sharing the culture of Panama with the world”, maintains a top-notch line by 

representing and promoting Panama and its culture abroad through the Annual 

Hollywood Christmas Parade.

The parade is hosted by Erik Estrada, Laura McKenzie, Dean Cain, and Montel Williams, with special 

co-host Elizabeth Stanton. The parade premieres a two-hour special on The CW Network at 8:00 p.m. 

ET/PT and also airs on the Hallmark Channel and American Forces Network, to more than one million 

American servicemen and women worldwide.  The event is presented and produced by Associated 

Television International, in association with The City of Los Angeles. A true Hollywood yearly 

tradition, the parade attracts more than one million in attendance each year, with larger-than-life 

inflatable character balloons, award-winning bands, colorful equestrians, ornate floats, popular 

characters/novelties, and celebrity-filled cars.

2019   2021

2023                                              2024 
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The history of the General Omar Torrijos Herrera 

Music Band of the Urracá Institute is the reflection of 
more than half a century of effort, discipline, and 

commitment to musical excellence. 

Its origins date back to 1965, when Professor José Luis 

Rodríguez Vélez, visionary educator and passionate 
promoter of the arts, promoted the acquisition of the 

first musical instruments for the then newly founded 
Urracá Institute. That initiative sowed the seed of a 

project that, over the years, would become one of the 
most representative student groups in Panama.

In 1970, under the direction of Professor Luzmila Díaz
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de Pinzón, and thanks to the constant support of Professor Rodríguez Vélez, the band was officially 

born. In recognition of the support provided by the national government and by General Omar 
Torrijos Herrera to the educational development of the country, the group proudly adopts the name 

that distinguishes it today. 

For more than five decades, the General Omar Torrijos Herrera Music Band has transcended the 

borders of its province and its nation, taking the name of the Urracá Institute and Panama to 
important national and international stages. Its trajectory includes outstanding participations in 

competitions, festivals and musical meetings in Panama, Colombia and Costa Rica, consolidating 
itself as a benchmark of artistic excellence, comprehensive training and youth development. 

Throughout its history, generations of students have found in this group a space to cultivate values 

such as discipline, leadership, teamwork and love for music. Its growth has been possible thanks to 
the legacy of directors and educators who dedicated their talent and vocation to the training of 

hundreds of young musicians, including its founder, Professor José Luis Rodríguez Vélez (r.i.p.), as 
well as teachers Bolívar Díaz, Julio Zamora, Omar Morales and many others who left an indelible 

mark on this institution. 

Today, with 75 members and a solid tradition of excellence, the band continues to write new pages 
of its history under the direction of maestro Abdías José Chang Lima, professional musician, 

academic and cultural promoter, who has strengthened its training process through a modern vision 
of music education and a constant search for artistic growth. 

More than a musical group, the General Omar Torrijos Herrera Music Band represents the pride of 
an educational community, the heritage of generations of musicians and the permanent commitment 

to continue transforming lives through art.
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