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Serving in Worship  

during March 

 
 

            Acolytes:                        Lesson Readers: 

  1:  LoDena Woods     1:  LoDena Woods 

  8: Nevaeh Woods              8:  Ryan Burt 

15: Jaxton Brancheau           15:  Jeanne Willson 

    22:  LoDena Woods            22:  LoDena Woods 

29: Cashe Thomas                29:  LoDena Woods   

 

Greeters: 

                                      1:  Sue Dewire, LoDena Woods, Deacons                      

                                      8:  Burt family, Deacons     

                               15:  Jeanne Willson, Deacons 

                                    22:  LoDena Woods, Deacons 
   29:  LoDena Woods, Deacons 

 

 

 
 

 



3  

 

 

               March                              

                                                           Birthdays     
1 – Grant Hake 
1 – Dennis Steinke 
5 – Brandon Shoup  
5 – Janice Thompson 
9 – Harry Rose 
11 – Sophie Brancheau 
11 – Hallie Henry 
11 – Graham Charles Hill 
11 – Malorie Rose 
11 – Sharon Tarr 
11 – Olivia Thompson 
12 – Dave Deetz 
12 – David Clark 

17 – Joel Saneholtz 
19 – Vonda Henry 
20 – Ann Perkey 
24 – Mike Esterline 
24 – Cory Luke 
26 – Kim Bumb 
26 – Gavin Jaessing 
27 – Nora Brancheau 
27 – Becky Kunkel 
28 – Jennifer Clark 
29 – Abbie Henry 
31 – Tim Henry

 
                                                               March 
                                                               Anniversaries 
 

                                                                      
                                                  

                           7 – Mike & Lexy Robson 
   29 – Corey & Julie Steinke 
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“What Porcupines can Teach us about Relationship.”  
 

“Deep in a Wyoming canyon” writes David Enger of RBC 

Ministries, “I came across the biggest porcupine I’ve ever seen. 

As he lumbered towards me, I watched him closely and gave 

him plenty of room. I was not about to get near a guy whose 

quills looked like missiles. No wonder he was alone! But, he’s 

not alone all the time. Every November and December, 

porcupines get close enough to produce offspring. During that 

time, they choose to relax their quills, before they return to their 

prickly selves.”  

We often have a hard time getting close to each other 

because of our porcupine quills. Yes, there is a time and place 

for ‘constructive criticism’, but it should only be used by people 

who have each other’s trust and it should always be used in love 

to help build up the person receiving criticism. All too often, 

well meaning Christians inadvertently tear down other believers 

by using the disciplinary measures for dealing with those who 

sin against us, as Jesus declares “if another member of the 

church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two 

of you are alone” (Matt 18:15). It’s easy to call sin a sin and 

then demand change or else, rather than slowly working 

through the process of reconciliation.  

When something happens, our life grinds to a halt until 

something changes. If somebody sins against us, we expect 

either immediate forgiveness or we seek out retribution. For 

many, it’s simply easier to pull out a weapon and take our pound 

of flesh right now! We live in a microwave society that also 

expect sinners and offenders to change just as quickly. When 

Peter asked Jesus how often he should forgive someone who 

sins against him, Peter was being generous suggesting seven 

times. Jesus’s response is more generous in saying ‘seven times 
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seventy’ which basically says that forgiveness is a life-long 

process and we need to also be aware that it may take a long 

time for some people to stop committing the same sin over and 

over again.  

Surprisingly, Peter’s question occurs right after Jesus’s 

teaching on leaving the ninety-nine behind in order to look for 

the single lost lamb in order to bring him back into the 

fellowship of the herd. The emphasis of Jesus’s ministry is not 

on the discipline of the sinner, but rather on love and restoration 

of the sinner into fellowship. The whole process is about 

forgiveness. But to make matters more difficult, there are some 

people who walk around with their quills exposed and ready to 

prick any unsuspecting victim who might walk across their 

path. You know who I am talking about! We can spot them miles 

away as they make their move towards us with a bag filled with 

criticism, complaints and gossip.  

It’s not too difficult for us to spot those people who are 

defensive, critical, judgemental and controlling of us and others 

in our family, school, workplace and community.  And yes, in 

almost every church we will find a porcupine or two. We might 

want to avoid them, but God’s plan for us is different as He 

commands us to love one another, including them.   

And, when we are honest with ourselves, we will discover 

that we have quills too. We need to first remove the log from 

our own eye (Matt 7:3) in order to see clearly. For you see, our 

quills are not as obvious to us as they are to others, but they still 

contribute to the disunity, hostility and suffering to the body of 

Christ.   

“Those who say, ‘I love God’ and hate their brothers and 

sisters are liars; for those who do not love brother or sister 

whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen” (1 John 4:20). And so, we need to ask God to help us 

“relax our quills” when others are prickly. The Holy Spirit will 

help us and God will enable us to love others.  
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In Deepest Sympathy 
We express our Christian love to the family of our member, Betty Rings, 
whose funeral was held yesterday here at the church.  She passed away 
last Sunday, February 22 and is now in the arms of Jesus. 

 

We also send our love and condolences to Dorothy Myer as her sister, 
Debbie Myer-Lockwood, has also gone to be with our Lord on Friday, 
February 20.  Some of you might remember when the entire Myers 
family members attended our church years ago.   
 
 
 

Parish Ed News! 
Wednesday Activities Time Change  

During Lent, families are invited to come and share a meal from 
6:30-7pm. We will all eat in the basement social room. Students 
will go to their classrooms from 7:00 -7:20 pm for a quick mini-
lesson. This includes catechism and HS students! Parents can 
stay in the social room for fellowship. The church service will 
begin at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. These dates include:  March 4, 
March 11, March 18, and March 25. 
There will NOT be a service on Wednesday, April 1.   However, 
Maundy Thursday occurs on April 2 with a potluck meal at 6:00 
and a service at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Need Volunteers to provide Lenten Meals 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board near the office for 

different groups to prepare and serve a meal at 6:30 p.m. before 

the Lenten Midweek services that begin at 7:30 p.m.   Wednesday 

March 4 and March 18 are still available!!!  If several families work 

together, it will be more fun. We give thanks to the Men’s Group 

who served a meal already on February 25.  Thank you to WOTC 

who will be serving a meal on March 11.  Thank you to the families 

of Sue Dewire who volunteered to serve on March 25! 

 

Lenten services 
We hope you will join us at 7:30 p.m. on the next 4 
Wednesdays: March 4, March 11, March 18, and March 
25 for our Midweek Worship Service. 
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It’s Easter Flower time! 

There are 2 clipboards being passed around in case you might wish to 

sign up for Easter flowers.  They are $19.95 each this year and the same 

4 choices are available.  Make checks out to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

There is a manila envelope in the church office for those whose pay $20 

cash.  Be sure to write your name on it and whether you want the $.05 

change back or donated to the church.  Please get your payment in by 

March 15.  
 

See Tashia Thompson for LIFEWISE tickets! 

 
 

March is WOTC Soap Month 
The WOTC are collecting soap this month to help with the NALC Disaster 
Response.  You can donate new bars of soap and place them in the 
white wooden bins at each door. 

 

WOTC Board Meeting:  They did NOT meet in February. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Church Council Meeting 

February 8, 2026 



8  

Present:   Ryan Burt, Mike Shilling, Jeanne Willson, Joey Burt, Mike 

Timbrook, Andy Carlson, Vonda Henry, Matthew Luke, Marilyn 

Parrish, Lisa Baker, Kati Burt, Megan Hill, Nathan Baker, Dale 

Gearhart, Bill Hill, Pastor Marc Lapointe, Lonnie Gillen, and Brenda 

Athy. 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   President Ryan called the meeting 

to order. 

2. Approve the Agenda:   Motion to approve the agenda made by 

Bill and seconded by Dale.  Motion approved. 

3. Opening Prayer:   Given by Pastor Marc.  

4. Devotions:   Given by President Ryan.   

5. Approve Minutes of Last Meeting:  The January 11, 2026 

Church Council meeting minutes previously emailed, were read by 

council members.  Motion to approve the January 11, 2026 Church 

Council meeting minutes made by Vonda and seconded by Kati.  

Motion approved.   

6. Treasurer’s Report:   Given by Lonnie.  Copies of the January 

Financial Report are available on the bulletin board near the office 

and on the table in a yellow/orange folder by the front door 

entrance.)                                                                                                    

      Treasurer’s Notes – January 

- We transferred $2,345 out of the General Fund (Harvest Funds) into the 

Youth Checking Account.  The other $2,000 of Harvest was split 4 

ways to the 4 LifeWise schools, giving $500 to each.   

- The Offerings are down a little as we did not have church 1 Sunday due 

to the weather. 

7. Board Reports:   
• Deacons – given by Mike T.  Present were Joey, Brandon, and Mike T. 

- There were 4 Sundays in January, but a snow storm caused church to 

be cancelled on January 25.  The attendance for 8 a.m. services had an 

average of 21, the 10 a.m. had an average of 65, which makes a total 

average of 86 for January.    

- The Deacons had a lot of help taking Christmas decorations down this 

year which was really nice. 

• Elders – given by Andy.  Present were Andy, Vonda, Marilyn and 

Matthew. 

- Talked about and set elder assisting communion worship schedules. 

- Discussed 3 names for the Mutual Ministry Committee. 
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- Lisa asked about the other 2 committees and Matthew stated they didn’t 

discuss them.  President Ryan said he would check about the Worship 

and Music committees.  

• Parish Ed. – Given by Kati.  Present were Lisa, Kati, and Megan.   

- The Movie Night which the date was changed due to the weather went 

well and had a full theater. 

- We are in the process of getting VBS scheduled for June. 

- We are going to try to do more family together activities. The idea is 

eating a Lenten meal together as a family and then having a shorter 

class for the kids while the parents socialize in the Social 

Room/Fellowship Hall.   

• Trustees – Given by Dale.  Present were Nathan, Dale, and Bill. 

- Talked about the camera equipment. Soon all the equipment will be all 

in the boiler room instead of in Pastor’s room. 

- Dale shared that they also purchased a snow blower for the sidewalks.   

- We will have to change church insurance companies which should cost 

about another $275 a year.  

- Pastor shared a lady used our parking lot overnight and he will talk 

with Police Chief about the rules of Montpelier.   

8. Pastor’s Report:   Given by Pastor Marc.   
- We have had a lot of cancellations this month due to the weather.   

- The Healing Service went well.   

- We had the Northwest Mission Pastor’s meeting and discussed a fall 

event. A group will come in and do a 2–3-hour session Walking 

Through the Bible. 

- Pastor Marc shared about the Ohio Mission Region Convocation 

Weekend May 2-3, “Come and See”.  Registration is needed.   

- The Montpelier Community Good Friday Service will be held here at 

St. John’s this year.  2 p.m. prayer service and 3 p.m. church service.  

We will have our own St. John’s Good Friday service here at 7:30 p.m. 

- Montpelier Bean Days Community Service, July 19, will also be here at 

St. John’s. 

- The Montpelier Community Thanksgiving Service will be November 

22 at the old Church of the Nazarene on Brown Road. 

- Pastor Marc and Mary now have their updated passports. 

- Pastor Marc shared the Global South is growing in the former 3rd world 

countries. They want to ordain many, many, more pastors. 

- Jeanne stated that the tri-folds that Pastor created are going to be 

printed this week. 

9. Other Report:    
WOTC - given by Brenda Athy, WOTC president. 
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- Although they are only meeting quarterly, they are still keeping in 

contact with each other. 

- Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response coordinator, is coming to speak 

March 15 at both the 8 and 10 a.m. services. 

- Sally Lemmon, a St. John’s shut-in member, has been crocheting some 

dish cloths for our NALC kitchen kits. 

- Brenda is also looking for anyone who would like to make a craft of 

some kind to be put in the kits. 

10.   Approve All Reports:  Motion to approve all reports made by      

Dale and seconded by Bill.  Motion approved. 

11.  Half-Time Prayer:  Given by Pastor Marc.   

12.  Old Business:    
–   Jeanne spoke about a directory update.  McCrae Kidston 

knows a person who will take professional pictures for $20 per 

family.  She is also able to assemble them into a booklet. She will 

set up the equipment and we just have to make schedules for 

people to come.  President Ryan suggested we should leave 

several weekends so people can get schedule.  Pastor added we 

need to have someone can go in homes for shut- ins and take 

pictures.  He wants to use this time to get each family members 

information updated too. He reminded us about the theme of 

celebrating the 250th birthday of our country.  Kati added people 

should also be able to send in their own pictures. 

- President Ryan brought up the topic of our cancelation policy and 

read the policy.  Motion to follow the policy as written made by 

Dale and seconded by Andy.  There was much discussion.  

Motion was not approved.  President Ryan asked if anyone would 

like to amend the policy, let him know. 

- Bill related that Tiffany will be getting a QR Code for our church 

offerings and on our Facebook page.   

- President Ryan gave an update about the renewal of Pastor 

Marc’s Visa application.  $1200 retainer and then a $1200 

payment with a $500 fee for filing, bringing the total to about 

$3,000 for the next 30 months.  Motion to approve $3,000 to pay 

for Pastor Marc’s renewal status made by President Ryan and 

seconded by Bill.  Motion approved.   

13.  New Business:   
- President Ryan shared that someone has graciously committed to 

contribute any additional funding to our already existing savings 
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to continue with the Building Project and get it going again. Ryan 

would like to develop a Building Committee to oversee this 

project and elect a spoke person so that the contractor will only 

deal with this one person, acting as a liaison to see that 

everything runs efficiently. President Ryan has asked Vice 

President Mike and 2 of the Trustees, Dale and Matt, to be on the 

committee.  Ryan will be reaching out to a couple of other people 

to get this started and get going.  Two changes to the original 

project are being made.  One is to concrete the rest of the 

alleyway and the other is to up the size of the elevator to 

accommodate a casket or stretcher.   Lisa spoke about 

encouraging the congregation to make contributions again if they 

wish.  Nathan wants to make sure we are transparent with the 

congregation about this. 

14. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Dale and 

seconded by Bill.  Motion approved.   

15.  Lord’s Prayer: The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer. Next 

meeting is March 8, 2026 at 11:30 a.m.   
 

 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, February 15, 2026 

 
President Ryan Burt called the meeting to order at 10:55 a.m.   
 

Opening prayer was given by Pastor Marc Lapointe. 
 

 The Meeting Agenda and 2025 Annual Board Reports were passed out 

ahead of time for members to read. 
 

 Motion to approve to forego the reading of the previous February 2, 2025 

Congregational Meeting minutes made by Al Henry and seconded by Dale 

Gearhart.  Motion approved by majority voice vote. 
 

Motion to approve the forgoing of the Board Reports made by Vonda Henry 

and seconded by Mike Shilling.  Motion approved by majority voice vote. 
 

Motion to approve the Board Reports made by Bill Hill and seconded by 

Pastor Marc.  Motion approved by majority voice vote. 
 

Trustee Bill Hill presented on the large overhead screen, “St. John’s Health 

Study 2019 – now,” from his report “Attendance and Financial Trends of St. 
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John’s Lutheran 2019 – 2025” written January 2026.   He began the 

presentation with Bible verses and then explained how Covid 19, the 

retirement of former long term Pastor Paul Gruetter, and that we were 

without a pastor for 2 years, affected the attendance numbers of our church.  

Bill showed slides of graphs on the screen comparing our attendance from 

2019 – 2025.  Since 2019, attendance for both our conventional (normal 

Sundays) and special services (Easter, Christmas, and Bean Days 

Community) have consistently declined which aligns with the % rates of 

research of churches in the United States according to a study by Arizona 

Christian University. 
 

Next, Bill showed slides about St. John’s finances comparing expenses 

versus offerings showing we were in the black until 2025. The church ended 

the year 2025 in the red by $36,000.  This deficit reflects a year where 

expenses outpaced available resources of financial giving.  This encourages 

us as a church to use careful planning, improve our stewardship, and help 

our members understand both the current challenges and our future 

possibilities.    
 

Bill closed his report with reminders that our attendance trends and financial 

challenges are real, but they do not define the mission Christ has given His 

church, St. John’s Lutheran.   He hopes his report not only informs us, but 

also encourages us to continue living out the gospel with faith, generosity, 

and hope.   
 

President Ryan thanked Bill for his report. 
 

For New Business. President Ryan shared that Council is looking to restart 

the Building Addition which was put on hold previously.  The Trustees feel 

they have enough funds in hand and enough promised funds from a member 

of the congregation to get it started again.  They want to upsize the elevator 

to fit a coffin or stretcher and add more concrete to the alleyway.   President 

Ryan wants to formulate a building committee and has reached out to some 

people already to get this going and to keep the congregation informed.  

There are still a lot of details to work out.   
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Dale Gearhart and seconded by Bill 

Hill.  Motion approved by majority voice vote. 
 

The meeting ended with everyone praying the Lord’s Prayer together. 

 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day on March 17! 


