
Weekly Newsletter for Sunday November 17 2024 

 
This Sunday, November 17 2024, is The 
25th Sunday after Trinity  
 
 

Communion Service begins at 9:30 am. 

 

The Service Bulletin is attached.   

Holy Communion will be celebrated by 
Fr. Greg Koon. 

Coffee and sweets will be available after the service. 
 

Check out the origin of the "Prayer of Consecration" in 
the Bestowal of the American Episcopate below - 

November 14.  {Which was yesterday, oops) 
 

 
 

Please plan to attend.  And, ask a friend 
who may be uncertain about which 
church to attend.  Offer to drive them to 
St. Albans.  Or, just agree to meet them 
there.  Who knows, they might like it.  
We do! 
 

"Sunday School on Saturday" will be held on 2nd and 
4th Saturdays at 10 am of each month at the church.  
Call Fr. Greg for details 352-205-8567 

 
 



Have you looked at the church website 
lately?  StAlbansAnglicanChurch.com 

https://stalbansanglicanchurch.com/   Click on this link to go to the 
website. 
 

Or go to stalbans.church web address without the 
www in front.  Please let me know if this works for 
you.  Thanks. 

 

If you need a ride to church please call one of the Vestry Members listed on 
the back of the service bulletin.  They will be gratified that you asked and 
pleased to give you a ride or arrange for one. Contact me, or Fr. Greg, at 352-
205-8567. 

 
 

Fr. Greg's Discretionary Fund - If you would like to donate to this 
fund please write a check to St. Alban's Anglican Church with the 
notation that it is for this fund. 
 
 

Prayer List on Service Bulletins - Each week a prayer list is 
published in the bulletin.  Changes to the list should be sent to Fr. 
Greg Koon.   
 
 

St. Alban's Anglican Church, 625 W. Lady Lake Blvd., Lady 
Lake, FL  32159   Telephone: 352-205-8567.  
 

If you would like to dedicate flowers to some one or some event, 
donate to the Altar Flower fund. Please contact Mitzi Hennessey a 
few weeks in advance so the flowers can be ordered.  Call Mitzi 
at 352-633-9926 or email mitzi2201965@gmail.com. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Commemorations from the Ordo Kalendar  
Unless noted otherwise most information is from http://www.wikipedia.org 

[ The following commemoration is from Encyclopedia Britannica] 

November 11 – St. Martin of Tours (B.C.), (born 316, Sabaria, Pannonia [now 
Szombathely, Hungary]—died November 8, 397, Candes, Gaul [France]; 

https://stalbansanglicanchurch.com/
http://www.stalbans.church/
mailto:mitzi2201965@gmail.com
http://www.wikipedia.org/


Western feast day, November 11; Eastern feast day November 12), patron saint 
of France, father of monasticism in Gaul, and the first great leader of Western 

monasticism. 

Of pagan parentage, Martin chose Christianity at age 10. As a youth, he was 
forced into the Roman army, but later—according to his disciple and 

biographer Sulpicius Severus—he petitioned the Roman emperor Julian the 
Apostate to be released from the army because “I am Christ’s soldier: I am not 
allowed to fight.” When charged with cowardice, he is said to have offered to 

stand in front of the battle line armed only with the sign of the cross. He was 
imprisoned but was soon discharged. 

Legend holds that while he was still in the military and a catechumen of the 

faith, Martin cut his cloak in half to share it with a beggar. That night, he 
dreamed that Jesus himself was clothed with the torn cloak. When he awoke, 
the garment was restored. Moved by this vision and apparent miracle, Martin 

immediately finished his religious instruction and was baptized at age 18. 

On leaving the Roman army, Martin settled at Poitiers, under the guidance of 
Bishop Hilary. He became a missionary in the provinces of Pannonia and 

Illyricum (now in the Balkan Peninsula), where he opposed Arianism, a heresy 
that denied the divinity of Christ. Forced out of Illyricum by the Arians, Martin 
went to Italy, first to Milan and then to the island of Gallinaria, off Albenga. In 

360 he rejoined Hilary at Poitiers. Martin then founded a community of hermits 
at Ligugé, the first monastery in Gaul. In 371 he was made bishop of Tours, 
and outside that city he founded another monastery, Marmoutier, to which he 

withdrew whenever possible. 

As bishop, Martin made Marmoutier a great monastic complex to which 
European ascetics were attracted and from which apostles spread Christianity 

throughout Gaul. He himself was an active missionary in Touraine and in the 
country districts where Christianity was as yet barely known. In 384/385 he 
took part in a conflict at the imperial court in Trier, France, to which the 

Roman emperor Magnus Maximus had summoned Bishop Priscillian of Ávila, 
Spain, and his followers. 

Although Martin opposed Priscillianism, a heretical doctrine renouncing all 

pleasures, he protested to Maximus against the killing of heretics and against 
civil interference in ecclesiastical matters. Priscillian was nevertheless 
executed, and Martin’s continued involvement with the case caused him to fall 

into disfavour with the Spanish bishops. During his lifetime, Martin acquired a 
reputation as a miracle worker, and he was one of the first non-martyrs to be 
publicly venerated as a saint. 



November 13 - St. Britius - also known as Saint Brice (Latin: 
Brictius), Bishop, Confessor - of Tours (c. 370 – 444) was the 

fourth Bishop of Tours, succeeding Martin of Tours in 397. 

According to legend, Brice was an orphan rescued by Martin and 
raised in the monastery at Marmoutiers.  He later became Martin's 
pupil, although the ambitious and volatile Brice was rather the 

opposite of his master. 

As Bishop of Tours, Brice performed his duties, but was also said to 
succumb to worldly pleasures.  After a nun in his household gave 
birth to a child that was rumored to be his, he performed a ritual by 
carrying hot coal in his coat to the grave of Martin, showing his 
unburned coat as proof of his innocence.  The people of Tours, 
however, did not believe him and forced him to leave Tours; he only 
could return after he travelled to Rome and was released of his all 

his sins by the Pope. 

After seven years of exile in Rome, Brice returned to Tours when the 
administrator he had left in his absence died.  He was a changed 
man.  Upon returning, he served with such humility that he was 
venerated as a saint upon his death.  His memorial day is 13 
November. The killing of the Danes in England on 13 November 

1002 is called the St. Brice's Day massacre. 

In the town of Stamford in Lincolnshire, 13 November, St. Brice's 
Day, was traditionally the day that a bull-running took place. There 
is a display on the now banned custom in Stamford Museum in the 

town. 

November 14 - Bestowal of the American Episcopate 

A crucial date for Anglicanism in the United States of America is the 
consecration of the first Bishop of the Anglican Communion in the 
United States. During the colonial era, there had been no Anglican 
bishops in the New World; and persons seeking to be ordained as 
clergy had had to travel to England for the purpose. After the 
achievement of American independence, it was important for the 
Church in the United States to have its own bishops, and an 
assembly of Connecticut clergy chose Samuel Seabury to go to 
England and there seek to be consecrated as a bishop. 
 



However, the English bishops were forbidden by law to consecrate 
anyone who would not take an oath of allegiance to the British 
Crown. He accordingly turned to the Episcopal Church of Scotland. 
When the Roman Catholic king James II was deposed in 1688, 
some of the Anglican clergy (including some who had been 
imprisoned by James for defying him on religious issues) said that, 
having sworn allegiance to James as King, they could not during his 
lifetime swear allegiance to the new monarchs William and Mary. 
Those who took this position were known as non-Jurors (non-
swearers), and they included almost all the bishops and clergy of 
the Episcopal Church in Scotland. Accordingly, the monarchs and 
Parliament declared that thenceforth the official church in Scotland 
should be the Presbyterian Church. The Episcopal Church of 
Scotland thereafter had no recognition by the government, and for 
some time operated under serious legal disabilities. However, since 
it had no connection with the government, it was free to consecrate 
Seabury without government permission, and it did. This is why 
you see a Cross of St. Andrew on the Episcopal Church flag. 
 
In Aberdeen, 14 November 1784, Samuel Seabury was consecrated 
to the Episcopate by the Bishop and the Bishop Coadjutor of 
Aberdeen and the Bishop of Ross and Caithness. He thus became 
part of the unbroken chain of bishops that links the Church today 
with the Church of the Apostles. 
 
In return, he promised them that he would do his best to persuade 
the American Church to use as its Prayer of Consecration (blessing 
of the bread and wine at the Lord's Supper) the Scottish prayer, 
taken largely unchanged from the 1549 Prayer Book, rather than 
the much shorter one in use in England. The aforesaid prayer, 
adopted by the American Church with a few modifications, has 
been widely regarded as one of the greatest treasures of the Church 

in this country. 

November 15 – St. Albert the Great (Bishop, Confessor, Doctor) 
– 1280 AD - Albertus Magnus, O.P. (before 1200 – November 15, 
1280), also known as Albert the Great and Albert of Cologne, is a 
Catholic saint. He was a German Dominican friar and a Catholic 
bishop. He was known during his lifetime as doctor universalis and 



doctor expertus and, late in his life, the term magnus was appended 
to his name. Scholars such as James A. Weisheipl and Joachim R. 
Söder have referred to him as the greatest German philosopher and 
theologian of the Middle Ages. The Catholic Church honors him as a 

Doctor of the Church, one of only 35 so honored. 

November 16 - St. Edmund Rich - Archbishop of Canterbury, England, born 20 
November, c. 1180, at Abingdon, six miles from Oxford; died 16 November, 1240, at 
Soissy, France. His early chronology is somewhat uncertain. His parents, Reinald 
(Reginald) and Mabel Rich, were remarkable for piety. It is said that his mother 
constantly wore hair-cloth, and attended almost every night at Matins in 
the abbey church. His father, even during the lifetime of his mother, entered the 
monastery of Eynsham in Oxfordshire. Edmund had two sisters and at least one 
brother. The two sisters became nuns at Catesby. From his earliest years he was 
taught by his mother to practice acts of penance, such as fasting on Saturdays on 
bread and water, and wearing a hair shirt. When old enough he was sent to study at 
Oxford. While there, the Child Christ appeared to him while he was walking alone in 
the fields. In memory of what passed between him and Christ on that occasion, he 
used every night to sign his forehead with the words "Jesus of Nazareth," a custom 
he recommended to others. Anxious to preserve purity of mind and body, Edmund 
made a vow of chastity, and as a pledge thereof he procured two rings; one he 
placed on the finger of Our Lady's statue in St. Mary's Oxford, the other he himself 
wore. 

And from Catholic Online 

November 16 – St. Edmund Rich - Archbishop of Canterbury England, who battled 
for discipline and justice, also called Edmund of Abingdon. Born in Abingdon, on 
November 30, 1180. he studied at Oxford, England, and in Paris, France. He taught 
art and mathematics at Oxford and was ordained. He spent eight years teaching 
theology and became Canon and treasurer of Salisbury Cathedral. An eloquent 
speaker, Edmund preached a crusade for Pope Gregory IX and was 
named archbishop of Canterbury. He became an advisor to King Henry III and 
presided in 1237 at Henry's ratification of the Great Charter. When Cardinal Olt 
became a papal legate with the patronage of King Henry, Edmund protested. A long-
lasting feud between Edmund, the king, and his legate led him to resigning his see 
in 1240. He went to Pontigny, France, where he became a Cistercian. He died at 
Soissons, on November 16. Edmund was canonized in 1246 or 1247. A hall 
in Oxford bears his name. 

November 17 – St. Gertrude the Great, (V) or Gertrude the Great or St. Gertrude 
of Helfta, was born on January 6, 1256 in Germany. She eventually chose to follow 
the Lord by pursuing a vocation as a Benedictine Nun.  Her deep relationship with 
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the Lord in prayer led to her being hailed as a mystic.  She was also regarded as a 
great theologian. 

Although little is known about Gertrude's childhood, it is widely accepted that at just 
four-years-old, she was enrolled in the Cistercian monastery school of Helfta in 
Saxony, under the governance of Abbess Gertrude of Hackerborn. 
  
The Cistercian movement was an effort to bring the Benedictine religious community 
back to a stricter and more faithful adherence to the original "Rule" or way of life 
encouraged by St Benedict. Some sources speculate that Gertrude's parents offered 
their child as an oblate, a lay person especially dedicated to God or to God's service 
while others believe she may have entered the monastery school as an orphan. 

St. Mechtilde, the younger sister of the Abbess Gertrude, took care of young 
Gertrude.  Gertrude and Mechtilde had a strong bond that only grew deeper with 
time, allowing Mechtilde to have a great influence over Gertrude. 

Gertrude, known for being charming and able to win people over, entered the 
Benedictine Order at Helfta and became a nun.  She devoted herself to her studies, 
and received an education in many different subjects.  Gertrude was both fluent in 
Latin and very familiar with scripture and works from the Fathers of the Church, 
including Augustine. 

In 1281, 25-year-old Gertrude experienced her first series of visions that would 
continue until the day she passed away.  Her visions altered her life and she saw 
this moment as her new birth.  Her priorities turned away from secular teachings and 
focuses more on studying Scripture and theology.  Her life became full with this 
awakening and she was an enthusiastic student, writing for the spiritual benefit of 
others. 

Gertrude once had a vision on the feast of John the Evangelist, described in 
Gertrude's writings. As she rested her head near Jesus' wound on his side, she 
could hear the beating of his heart. She asked St. John if he, too, felt the beating of 
Jesus' Divine Heart on the night of the Last Supper. He told her he was saving this 
revelation for a time when the world needed it to rekindle its love. 

She went on to become one of the great mystics of the 13th century.  Along with St. 
Mechtilde, she practiced what is known as "nuptial mysticism," seeing herself as the 
bride of Christ. She embraced charity for both rich and poor.  She was a simple 
woman with a deep solidarity with those not yet ready for the beatific vision, who are 
still being purified in the state of repose known as purgatory. 
  
Gertrude assisted at the deathbeds and mourned for the loss of both Abbess 
Gertrude of Hackeborn in 1291 and her dearly loved St. Mechtilde in 1298. 
Gertrude's health began to deteriorate, but she continued to only show her love for 
the Lord. 



"Until the age of 25, I was a blind and insane woman... but you, Jesus, deigned to 
grant me the priceless familiarity of your friendship by opening to me in every way 
that most noble casket of your divinity, which is your divine Heart, and offering me in 
great abundance all your treasures contained in it." 

On November 17, 1301, Gertrude passed away a virgin and joined her Bridegroom 
forever. 
 
Whew!  Pretty cool, huh? 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Please let the editor of this weekly eNewsletter know if it is useful to 
you, or not, or have suggestions on how to improve it, or would like to 
help write it. 
 If you received this message in error or would like to be removed from 
the email list please let me know. 
-------------------------------- 

Keeping the Faith, 

Ed Williams 
352-750-5067 

 
__ ____ ____ ____ __ 

 


