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twenty subgroups, the first consisting of the first line following the distigme,
the second consisting of the second line following the distigme, etc., does
not produce even one subgroup having nearly as high a frequency of NA

variants as the lines with distigmai®.

Paul Canart invited Payne to the Varican to see if any of the distigmai
with faded ink Payne had observed in the 1965 color facsimile of Codex
Vaticanus did in fact match the original ink of the codex. Together they
examined these distigmai on the original leaves of Codex Vaticanus and
discovered eleven unambiguous cases where the ink of distigmai matches
the apricot color ink of the original manuscript. That research was published
in Novum Testamentum 42 (2000), p. 105-113, “The Originality of Text-
Critical Symbols in Codex Vaticanus”. That arricle also derails evidence for
the originality of distigmai in dark chocolate brown ink and outlines the
significance of the discovery'.

B: The Discovery of Forty More Distigmai in the Original Ink of the
Codex

The recently released, high-resolution, color facsimile of Codex Vaticanus"
replicates the apricot color ink of the original hand of the manuscripr to a
degree never before achieved in print. Examination of this new facsimile
permitted Payne to identify many new instances of apricot color distigmai.

Canart then directly examined these and other distigmai in the original
Vaticanus leaves, first with the naked eye, then with a magnifying glass, and
finally with different types of loupes. He confirmed that forty additional
distigmai, some of which he discovered in the process, unambiguously
match the original apricot color of unreinforced text on the same page of
the codex. Two of these are less than 3 mm from text in the original ink
(1349 B 19) or an original ink diple “>” mark of an OT quotation (1309 A
23). Many others are within a few centimeters of text in the same apricot
color ink:

13 The percentage of lines containing NA variants in these rwenty subgroups varies from
18.5% at the lowest to 52% at the highest. Cf. ibidem, p. 252-254.

14 P B. PAYNE — P CANART, “The Originality”, p. 109-111 on reinforced distigmai and
p. 111-113 on the significance of the discovery.

5 Codex Vaticanus.
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~ 2 berween 3mmand 1 cm: 1332 C 20, 1349B 19,1475B 11

—Gbetween 1 cmand 2 cmi: 1243 B 21, 1285 C 14, 1339 A 42,1351 A
6, 1356 B 24, 1409 B 25'¢ (see below, p/. 8ab)

— 13 between 2 cm and 3 ecm: 1243 B 21, 1279 B 1 (3x), 1285 C 14,
1296 A 14, 1332 B 10, 1342 C41, 1345 B 11, 134G B 40, 1356 B 24,
1382 C 39 (2x), 1396 B 26, 1401 C 41, 1459 B 32 (>)

— 17 between 3 cm and 4 cm: 1243 B 21, 1277 C 19, 1279 C 41, 1285
C 14,1336 A22,1339A42,1345 B 11 (2x), 1346 B 40 (4x), 1351 A
6 (3x), 1356 B 24,1357 C1,1370 A 32,1457 B 24, 1466 BG, 1471 A
38 (2x), 1473 A6,1501 A32

All fifty-one" distigmai that match the original ink of Vaticanus are listed
in the following table identifying their page, column (A, B or C), line, the
type of variant found in other manuscripts, verse reference, and some
locations on that page with unreinforced text displaying the original ink of
the codex. If, as occurs frequently, only a single letter of a word is
unreinforced, that letter is noted. These variants are easily recognizable and
affect the text as cited in the following table’s footnotes. Unless another
critical edition is cited in the footnote, all variants are listed in the Nestle-
Aland 27 edition Novum Testamentum.

Table 10: Table of Unreinforced Distigmai Matching Unreinforced Text

* = Other distigmai on this page match the ink of reinforced rext.
© omitted word @ emitted words " replaced word  replaced words T inserted word(s)

distigmelocus ~ inverse variant the location and identification of nearby unreinforced sext
: 1243B21'® Marth. 8,1-2 ™9 °%2 1243 B8,34N, 28E, 1243 C20,27 N*
:1261A21 Marh. 19,23 ™ 1261 A17,24N*
: 1264 C 292 Marth.22,4 "3 1264 C31E, 1264 B36N*
: 1276 C31 Mauh. 28,8 1276 C 12, 13, 17 N (especially 12 and 13)*

B RS e

16 Canare classifies this as “probable” bur not certain to match the original ink.

¥ Including the eleven original ink distigmai identified in the table in P B. PAYNE —
P. CANART, “The Originality”, p. 108. Those eleven are numbers 21, 22, 30, 31, 34, 43,
44, 45, 46,49, and 50 in the table below.

18 This distigme is on the right side of col. B.

¥ CKLW33579 1241 IR replace a word, R. ]. SWANSON, Matthew, p. 60, addsSUT
I121071. — Explanations of the manuscript abbreviations are given below, p. 263-265.

2 1424 omitsa word. /bidem, p. 60, adds 788.

2 565 putsTAoboL0s aftereloereboeTar; cf. ibidem, p. 187.
2 This distigme is farther left than usual.

B sy* omits words.
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5:1277C19 Marc. 1,5 02 7251277 C19E, 30N, 1277 B 15 (11) 0"
6:1279B1  Marc. 2,1 2 1279B1Y,2N, 1279 AGN*
7:1279C41 Marc. 2,16-17 ™7 1279 C34E, 1279 B40 T*
8:1285C14 Marc. 621 ™3 1285C16N, 17, 19E*

9:1287C29 Marc.7,17 ¥ 1287 C24N*

10: 1288 B26 Marc. 7,33  °¥®  1288B25N,17E,I5NE,1288C 15,16 N*
11: 1296 A 14 Marc. 12,14 ' 1296 A 14, 25N, 1296 B 30-32 OT quotes

>, 37 N*
12: 1300 A37 Marc. 14,39 ©32 1300 A30E*
13: 1300 A39 Marc. 14,39-409334 1300 A30E*
14: 1308 B27 Luc. 2,43 ¢35 1308 B32Y N*
15: 1309 A 23% Luc. 3,5 B3 113.309 A 14-26 OT quotation marks >, 1309
18N
16: 1332B 10 Luc. 14,14 T8 1332A5,1332BSEIIIN
17:1332B 15 Luc. 14,15 39740 1332 BSEI1,19,20 N
18: 1332 C20 Luc. 14,24 T4 1332 C23N,1332B19,20N
19: 1336 A22 Luc. 17,7 42 1336 A16E,13N,1336 B 14, 18 N*

# © 69 pcomitdvTes; cf. NA®; cf. R. J. SWANSON, Mark, p. 8.

BAGPrHKMPUW®OIIL f!2700 1424 M place kai éBamwtilovro after “lepo-
coAvpelTaL and 69 places éBamtiovTo afier TepocoupetTar; cf. ibidem, p. 8.

% ACO0130 f "3 IR replace words.

7 NEBA 1335k cqsysa™/ R{LAf?(579) pcvgco! CIG 565700 1241 1424 pe
replace this word with five different phrases, and © replaces it with a different word.

B N4inserts €v afrer 'Hpgdns.

» AW 3R sa™ replace these words with a different phrase.

3% xLW892ciomitaword.

3 A f43(28) I it change the word order. D © 565 k sy*® replace a word with one or
more different words.

32 788 omits kal and 69 reverses the word order of GTeNdOV wAAL; cf. ibidem, p. 235.

3 D it omit words.

¥ AC(N)W (©) f 4R (q) sy® replace words.

35 ACW 0130 f3 I it sy?* boP replace words with a different phrase.

% This distigme is farther left than usual, presumably in order to keep it from overlapping
the diple mark (shaped like a greater-than sign) of the OT quoration. This indicates that at
least this distigme was written after this diple mark.

7 RACLWO W f¥3 338 it; I replace a word.
3 R*N 1311424 2542 pe it replacea word.

» AD WO ¥ Ir sy*; Cl replace a word.

0 A*W f13IR sy*; Cyr'="replace another word.

4 T £13(579). 700 892™8 alinsert a clause.

2 579 replaces moLpa{vovTa with fiToLpévovTa. 1071 replaces it with movpatvov-
Tat; cf. R. J. SWANSON, Luke, p. 295.

e
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20:1339 A42 Luc. 19,17 r4 1339 A41 H,34 N*

21:1339C42 Luc. 19,37 a4 1339C9,16N,1339B 11 N,1339 A 41 H*

22:1339C42 Luc. 19,37 o045 1339C9,16N,1339B11N,1339A41 H*

23:1342C41 Luc.21,25 r46 1342 C41%,35N,30H™

24:1345B11 Luc.22,58 4 1345B17E,4,18N

25:1346B40  Luc. 23,23-24 T4 1346 A 36, 40 E, 1346 B40E, 41 EN

26: 1349 B 19% Luc. 24,47 ™° 1349 B 19 SAMENOIATIOIEPOYZAA ,23 E

27:1350 B 185" Joh.1,27-28 752 1350A 19N

28: 1351 A6 Ioh. 1,42 ¢  1351AGAOY,1,5N,10E*

29: 1352 A40 Ioh. 2,24 os5 1352 A 19 E, 20 OIl, 24 N, 1352 B 5 E,
1352 C28N*

30: 1355B40 Ioh.5,2 56 1355B 1,4, 24N, 1355 C 20 %, 26, 33, 37
T *

31:1356B24 Ioh. 5,25 r7 1356 A 24 N, 1356 B 5, 23, 29 N, G E
(dropped from TEIMQZI in Ioh. 5,23)

Y RALWOW fH39R% replace a word.

4 This distigme is on the interior margin of 1339 C. 063 it sy* omit TGV padnrév .

% This distigme is on the exterior margin of 1339 C. 063 it sy omit TGV pabntav .

4 D (W) I replace a word.

47 DD sy AW O W f1IR replace words with a different word or phrase.

& ADWOW 0250 3 (c f) sy bo™/ 1424 insert a phrase.

4 The distigme at 1348 B 19 appears to be 2 mirror impression caused by the ink from
the distigme at the corresponding position on 1349 B 19. This explains why the distigme
ar 1348 B 19 displays the original ink of the codex, why it is so faint, why it is on the right
side of col. B, not on its left side as is typical, and why it is slightly below the baseline
instead of the usual mid-letter height.

% -you is replaced by -vov in P75 A CW 112 IR sy*, -vwv in D A€ pelat, -vos in © W
565 pe.

3! Thisdistigme is on the right side of col. B.

2 EF G HN 2* (pc) insert a clause. P X insert words. Cf. R. J. SWANSON, John, p. 11.

%3 This distigme is on the right side of col. A.

¥ AB*W f1B3IR c q vg? sy bo™; Epiph replaces a name. © 1241 pc vg replace it with
another name.

% sy* omics this phrase.

%6 R*2ADLO 133565597 a (b) aur e f vg? | pc replace words .

7 K ST Q 28 alsubstitute avpmov for 8e0d. This is listed in E. NESTLE — K, AL AND,
Novum Testamentum™, p. 244, and most other editions of the NT with an extensjve appa-
ratus, including R. J. SWANSON, John, p. 60, A. MERK, Novum Testamentim, p. 324, who
adds 280 482s 399s syih™ (throughout this article the manuscript notation conventions of
the work cited are used and are not converted to NA conventions); E. NES‘['LE, Novim
Testamentum'S, p. 244; C. TISCHENDORF, Novum Testamentum, t. 1, p. 790, who adds al'®
syr? @ ec; and J. ]. GRIESBACH, Novum Testamentum?, t. 1, p. 525, who adds 42.91 al3
Chrys. in textu (in comm. variant codd.). 5 ;
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32:1357C1  Ioh.6,11 98 T E57CIN

33: 1368 C 15 Ioh. 12,7 1368 C220,24N, 1368 B7N, 21 E, 23N

34: 1370 A32 Ioh. 12,47 0 1370 A334, 39, 41 E, 1370 C 93-35 El ...
AAATKAAOLH

35: 1380 A 26% Ioh.20,14 7% 1380 A 30N, 1380 8 31 EO”

or

35: 1381 C 26 Ich. 21,22 1381 BON, 1381 A 18N*

36: 1382 C39  Act 1M T6 1382 C 24N, 40N, 1382 B 36 M*

37:1383A4  Act 1,15 68 E67 1383 A 14E, 1383 B 76"

38: 1396 B26 At 10,4 168 1296 B 26, 27N, 1396.A 35, 39 N*

39: 1401 C41  Act. 1333 1401 C 38 N, 30 B, 1401 B 28-32 », 26,
28, 429*

40: 1419B 36 Aer. 25,2 07071 1419 A 30 E, 1419 C 37, 19,9 N*

41:1457B24 Rom. 12,17 77 1457 B20E, 32-34 >, 55, 1457 C 11 M,
12, 18+

42:1459B32 Rom.15,13 ™ 1459 B 11, 16, 19, 26 >, 1459 C 33 NN,
25, 3G E*

3 RDirsy=® / PRSI NT 69 579 1071 prf 2Breplace a phrase with cwo different phrases.

%9 D@ 3R b ej (sy*)-ac’ bo™ inserva phrase. 1424 peinserrubrob.

® Variantexpressions replace kal 1) bukéln il "D W 070 0250 579 1241 pe
eqitvg™sy™s.

8 The duplicated unreinforced text in 1370 C33-35 is from Ioh. 13,14a.

€ This distigme, especiaily its first dot, is higher than usial. Perbaps the second dot was
lowered to make it clear which line it indicates, This distigme may simply be a mirrar
impression caused by the not-quite-dry ink of the similarly-lopsided distigme on the
facing page ac 1381 Cline 26.

8 Aand C.L.LLOYD, H KAINH ATAGHK Hinsert&; cf. R. J. SWANSON, fohn, p. 275.

® This distigme, especially its second dat, s higher than usual. This distigme may
simply be a mirror impression caused by the not-quite-dey ink of the similarly-lopsided
distigme on the facing page at 1380A line 26.

8 (2331739 M inserckal TH Serjoet.

% C056 1611 replace Te with 88, Dwith 8¢ 6, and D* with ydp 8; cf. R ]. SWANSON,
Aess, p. 9.

¢ E replaces Gvopd Twv with avBp@v, and 618 replaces it with Svpdav; of. ibidem, p. 9.

6 1828* replaces T{ éoTiv with Tis él; of. ibidem, p. 165.

® EM 1175/ D gig; (Or) / P***t replace this phrase with four different phrases.

7 0™ omits a word.

" HP 049 189 326 pm replace a phrase.

2 A'/F G 629 latinsert two different phrases.

2 & replaces Surdpel TretpaTos with Suvdi wys; of. R. | SWANSON, Remans, p. 236

(prepublication galley proof shown to Payne). All manuscripts investigated by Swanson
except B P 69substitute the abbreviation vs for mvelyaros; of. ibidem, p. 236.

A Tl
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43: 1459 C41 Rom.1523 ™ 1459 C25,36,39E,33 NN *
44: 1466A25 1Cor620 7 1466 A 25E, 1466 B 21, 24, 26 N ™ .
45:1466B6  1Cor. 7,5 T76 1466 A 25 E, 1466 B 11, 21, 24, 26 N

46: 1468 B3  1Cor. 9,6-7 1468 B 15 K, 15, 16 marginal diples, 1468
C7,12N*

47:1471A38 1Cor 1128 7 1471 A 31, 39, 40, 42 E, 1471 B 33, 35
37,39N*

48:1473A6  1Cor. 14,3 1473 B 18,19,29N, 1472C7E"™

49:1475B11 1Cor 15,34 1475 B 10, 24 E, 13, 27 N, 1475 C 7 E,
13, 14N *

50: 1499 C42 Dhil. 1,28 T78 1499 C 28 N, 32 E, 1499 B 15 N, 6, 28,
30,35E*

51: 1501 A 327 Phil. 3,5 8 1501 A3GE, 1501 B26 M, 42 NE”

The NA lists a variant in thirty-six®' of the fifty-one lines listed in the chart
above, namely in over 70% of the lines with distigmai matching the
original apricot color ink of Vaticanus. This contrasts sharply with the
relative infrequency, 35%, of the 540 control lines without distigmai.
Thus, approximately twice as many lines with apricor color ink distigmai
contain NA variants than do lines without distigmai.

" DR AD (F)GW 33 1739 1881 IR have moAXGY instead of Lkavdv.

75 C. Tischendorf (Novum Testamentum, t. 3, p. 488) notes that Meth®*?" 577 inserts
dpaye before SofdoaTe (asdoesA. SOUTER, Novum Testamentum) and that Ps. Ach 2,4
omits the text that occurs in this line of Vaticanus.

76 R2K L 88 326 436 614 1241 1984 1985 2127 2492 2495 Byz Lect IR sy™ got Dion
Ephraem Chr™ Thretinsert 7§ vnoTeiq kal (“fasting and”) before “prayer”. 330 451 and
Iohannes Damascenus add kal vnoTeiq after “prayer”.

77 % has the spelling é08eLéTw instead if éaBiéTw; cf. P W. COMFORT ~ D. P
BARRETT, The Téxt, p. 270.

8 D?P¥ 075 104 1505 pcR (MVict Aug) insert pLév.

7 This distigme may simply be 2 mirror impression caused by the not-quite-dry ink of
the distigme at 1500 C 32, but 1501 A 32 is probably the original distigme since itisina
typical distigme position whereas 1500 C 32 is not and since two other distigmai in the
same facing column, 1500 C 10 and 24, are in typical distigme positions.

8 % has the genitive mept TopRS instead of the dative meptTop ), B W. Comforr and D.P
Barrett (ibidem, p. 324), C. Tischendorf (Novum Testamentum, ©.3, p.717) and ] B, Lightfoot
(Szine Paul’, p. 146) note thar some texts, e.g. Eus™®, have the nominative e PLTOWR.

81 1243 B 21,1264 C 29,1277 C19 (NA®), 1279 B 1,1279 C41, 1285 C 14,1287C
29, 1288 B 26, 1296 A 14, 1300 A 39, 1308 B 27, 1309 A 23, 1332 B |g, 13?3;,3; B 15
1332C20, 1339 A42, 1339 C42, 1339 C42,1342C41, 1345 B 11,1346 B 40 1349 B
19,1350 B 18,1351 A6, 1352 A40, 1355 B40, 1356 B 24 (NA¥), 1357 C 1 4 %i]ﬁrhﬁ
1382C39, 1401 C41, 1419 B 36, 1457 B 24, 1459 C41, 1466 B6,and 1499 4
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The fact that these fifty-one distigmai match the apricot color of the
original ink of Codex Vaticanus shows that they were penned as part of the
original production of the codex. The presence of these original-ink-color
distigmai scattered throughout Codex Vaticanus demonstrates that the
scribe who penned these distigmai had the goal of systemarically going
through the codex to make these notations. It would be only natural for
someone with a goal of systematically noting the location of textual
variants in another manuscript to compare texts from beginning to end,
especially since, at that time, NT texts had no verse divisions.

C. Statistical Evidence that Distigmai Mark the Location of Textual
Variants

To what level of statistical probability has it been established that distigmai
mark the location of textual variants? The appropriate statistical test to
determine the significance of the relationship between distigmai and textual
variants is the chi-square test. The chi-square test reveals the statistical prob-
ability that the null hypothesis may be rejected. In this case the null hypo-
thesis is that occurrences of distigmai and occurrences of textual variants
are independent. If, for instance, the chi-square is 6.625, the odds are one
in a hundred that the null hypothesis is correct. If the chi-square is 10.828,
the odds are one in a thousand that the null hypothesis is correct. The chi-
square value resulting from comparing how many of the twenty-seven
distigme-plus-bar lines contain NA variants to how many of the following
twenty lines contain NA variants is X2 = 25.081, a chi-square value so high
that it goes off standard chi-square charts®. This chi-square value shows
that the odds are less than one in 10,000 that the occurrences of distigmai
and of textual variants are independent. This chi-square value permits
rejection of the null hypothesis, that occurrences of distigmai and textual
variants are independent, with a very high level of confidence. Correspond-
ingly, this chi-square value gives extraordinarily high confirmation that
there is a co-occurring relationship between distigmai and textual variants.

Applying the chi-square statistical test to the fifty-one distigmai that
match the original apricot color ink of Vaticanus also allows rejection of the
null hypothesis that the occurrences of distigmai and of textual variants are
independent. Again, it does so at an extraordinarily high level of probability,

82 Cf. the Chi-square Distribution table in E. HATCH — A. LAZARETON, The Research,

p. 603. p < 0.001 4.f = 1; 4.f stands for “degrees of freedom”. This calculation includes
Yaté's correction for continuiry.




