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11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set 
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 
living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine 
in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went 
and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods 
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother 
has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
and sound.’ 



28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 
him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes 
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we 
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’” 

This has been called the Parable of the Prodigal son, but it's really about the prodigal sons and 
their forever loving father.  Jesus is simply saying that the door is wide open for sinners of all 

kinds to come home.  No matter how far down a person gets, there is an open door to salvation, 
forgiveness, and a new beginning.  The younger brother represents those of us who have found 

ourselves in dark places of sin.  We wonder how we ever slid so far.  How did we let it happen?  
We wonder how God could still love us in spite of what we've become or done.  The older 

brother is a sinner too, but he is spiritually blind to his sin.  The older brother represents those of 
us who believe that God should love us because of all the "good" that we've done.  These are 

both spiritually dark places.  One hopes to earn God's love by not doing bad things (the younger 
son).  And the other hopes to earn God's love by the amount of good that one can do (the older 

son).  There is no amount of bad we can refrain from doing or good that we can do that will earn 

the father's love.  He loves us because He is love.  He loves us even before we clean up our act.   

There is a great Afro-American Spiritual 
called "standing in the need of prayer."  It 

calls out "it's not my brother or my sister but 
it's me oh Lord, standing in the need of 

prayer".  It states that God wants to do a 
work in each of us regardless of what He is 

doing in the life of those around us.  In 
looking at the parable, we can learn several 

great spiritual truths.  First, in looking at the 
younger brother, we see a pattern to how sin 

often works its way into our lives.  In the older brother we see a sin that is just as horrific, but it 

is not what we expect terrible sin to look like.   

 In looking at the younger brother, we see that he first became dissatisfied.  The path to 

sin is paved with dissatisfaction.  The younger son probably found his home life to be boring.  
Oftentimes sin begins with a dissatisfaction.  You think if I just had this thing, this one person, or 

if I were in that place, my life would be complete.  Additionally, the younger son must have been 
listening to how things were off in a "far country."  He didn't become dissatisfied by what he 

needed, but by what he heard.  Be careful what you listen to.  The old sin nature lives within us.  
We can have wonderful God-centered lives, but if we are not careful, we will listen to lies that 

are whispered into our souls by the world, the flesh, and the devil.   The younger brother listened 
to his flesh, and then he made a decision to leave home and "enjoy life."  All of us who get 

involved in sin make a decision to leave the safety of God's arms to pursue what our flesh tells us 



will be more enjoyable or more fulfilling. After feeling dissatisfied, he made a decision, and then 
he departed.  He departed from the loving arms and safety of his father's house.  For a while, he 

was delighted because he was off in a far land living the "good life."  But as always happens, in 
time, sin gets old.  His new clothes were no longer new, the money ran out, and the girlfriends 

stopped coming around.  He became disillusioned.  Sin ALWAYS leaves you disillusioned.  

Then the parable tells us that he began to feel hopeless and depressed.  His life was in despair. 

 The young son finally was in total despair and he gave up.  Jesus is giving a vivid picture 

of what a life of sin is like; it is like a filthy pig pen.  Very quickly, when a person's life becomes 
filled with sin, it becomes a life that is hopeless and empty.  It NEVER satisfies like it promised.  

The younger brother remembers what he used to have, and he heads home.  He figures, if I can 
go back to my father and ask forgiveness for what I've done then my father will love me again.  

The truth is though, that the father never stopped loving him. 

 God is portrayed as the father.  He remained at home with a wounded heart.  The son had 
asked for his share of the inheritance now.  By asking for the inheritance now, the younger son 

was wishing his father dead.  He was saying, "I want my stuff but I don't want you."  As he 
wandered off, his father wondered about him all the time.  It's that way with many of us.  We 

wonder about our children.  Where are they?  What are they doing?  Are they following God?   
The father was still waiting patiently for his son to come home.  This is exactly how our 

heavenly father feels about you and me.  When we wander in sin, He patiently waits for us to 

come home.   

 The patient, loving father never gave up.  He was out on the porch.  He was out on the 
road.  He was always watching, and that's exactly what God does with us.  He wants us to come 

back no matter what.  No matter where you are.  No matter what you've done.  No matter how 
dark your life has become, God knows that sin will ruin you and keep you from experiencing 

God's best for you.  God is patiently waiting for you and me to come home.  He will ALWAYS 
welcome you home.  Look how the father acted.  He lifted up his robes and he RAN to the road.  

He hugged him and hugged him and kissed him and kissed him.  What is God saying?  You may 
be ashamed to tell anyone what you've done or where you've been, but God will forgive you of 

EVERYTHING.  He loves you and wants to forgive you. 

 The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death.  That means that the cost of our sin is 
eternal separation from God.  But God doesn't wish for anyone of us to die spiritually.  The heart 

of God is tender and sweet.  Like the younger son in the parable, God wants to forgive us, and 
restore each of us to his household.  He wants each of us to live like the sons and daughters that 

we were meant to be.  We are sons and daughters of divine royalty.  We are children of the King 
of the Universe.  He desires sweet fellowship and communion with His children.  He wants to 

forgive us, accept us, and restore us. 

 So, what about the reaction of the older son?  The parable tells us that he was outraged at 

the outpouring of love from the father to the sinful son.  Was it jealousy?  Was it envy?  Was it 

self-righteousness?  Probably it was all three. 



 Jesus here is speaking of another kind of sinner.  This is the person who has always done 
it right.  They've played by all the rules.  They've check off all the boxes.  They've done all the 

"good things" and not the "bad things" that others have done.  In their heart of hearts they believe 
they are DESERVING of God's love and blessing.  The danger for the person who has lived 

righteously is that they might begin to believe that somehow God should love them more than 
others because of the "good" that they've always done.  That attitude also shows an equally 

wicked heart. 

 What self-righteous people really believe is that God owes them an extra measure of 
grace because of all the "good" they've done.  In essence, they feel they've earned God's good 

grace.  They may know much of the Bible by heart, but they are the older brother in the story.  
They are sinners too, saved only by the grace of a loving father regardless of the good they've 

done.  The Father has always loved them, but not for the good that they have done.  He just loves 
them because He loves them.  That is all.  He is a patient and loving Father.  God wants to 

forgive us, accept us, and restore us. 

 

FORGIVENESS - First, when we confess our sins, He forgives.  It 

doesn't matter what you've done.  You can't name anything that God 
won't forgive you for.  The Bible says, "If we confess our sins (agree 

with Him) he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and He will 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9, author's paraphrase).  

If we are honest with ourselves, each one of us knows that we've 
fallen below what God expects of us.  The Bible says that we've all 

sinned and fallen short of the holiness of God (Romans 3:23).  Every 
one of us is in need of forgiveness.  You need only ask, and God will 

forgive you and leave you clothed in righteousness. 

ACCEPTANCE - Second, God accepts us.  He 
accepts us as His children just the way we are.  

You don't have to get it all right to be accepted.  
We don't have to be totally cleaned up to be part 

of His family.   We are accepted based upon what 
He did on the cross.  He loves us just as we are by 

grace, but by grace He does not leave us as we 
are.   In the parable, the father immediately 

restored the son with the first words of 
repentance.  With the son's confession of wrongdoing, he was restored.  He received a ring, a 

robe, and a renewed relationship.  

 

 



RESTORATION – Third, God wants to restore 
us.  We may suffer the consequences of our sins, 

but God can and does restore our self-worth and 
our dignity.  He restores the things that got twisted 

around and with that restoration is heavenly 
rejoicing.  No matter what you've done, God is 

willing to forgive you, accept you, restore you, and 
rejoice over you.  He is ready for you to be His 

child in this very moment.   

 So let me ask you today.  Are you saved?  Are you a child of God?  Have you 
surrendered your life to him?  Have you let yourself be hugged and kissed by a loving, patient 

father who has never given up on you?  Knowing God is not achieved by a list of good things 
you've done or by a list of sins you've avoided.  Knowing God is achieved by admitting to 
Him that you are less than He desires for you to be, and you are admitting that you stand 
in the need of a Savior.   

 The way to know Him, is to trust Jesus as your Savior.  You have no assurance until you 

put your faith and trust in Him.  But when you do trust Him you will be saved.  Your eternal 
destiny is secure.  There is NOTHING that can snatch you out of His hand.  The Apostle Paul 

told the little church in Rome, " 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:9, NKJV).  
THAT'S IT!   If you don't know Jesus and you're here today it is because God is pursuing you.  
He left heaven and all of its glory.  Her came to pursue the lost.  He came to chase down those 

that don't know him.  God can save an atheist.  God can pursue an agnostic.  God can pursue a 
small child, an adolescent, or an adult.  Jesus comes to "seek and save" that which is lost.   

 
The door of your heart can only be opened from the inside.  He has pursued you because of His 

tremendous love and His amazing Grace.  There is a hollow part inside of you that can only be 
satisfied with Jesus Christ.  He will not force Himself into your life.  There is no one in this room 

who is outside of the reach of a loving God.  Are you willing to step out in faith today and open 
your heart to Him?  Come now as we sing together. 

 
Let us pray. 
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