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"From Prosecutor & Persecutor to a life of Perseverance"	
 
 
  

This portion of Acts is a transition point.  In Acts 
Chapter 13 Paul gave a great summary of God’s work 
in and through the Jews throughout the course of 
history.  These chapters 13-20 show the development 
of a pattern in Paul’s life.  It is easy for the visits to 
these cities to all jumble together, but there is an 
overall theme of perseverance.  This morning we’re 
going to talk about what perseverance means, but in a 
nut shell it means “to keep on keeping on.”   We see 

Paul again and again going into a new city where people usually end up rioting at his 
presence and his words.  Paul, who had been a chief prosecutor and persecutor against the 
church, became the model for perseverance in Christian living.  We see this perseverance 
first hand in chapters 13-20.  We see Paul living out his own words with which he 
admonished the church in Rome, “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is 

by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 
1:16-17, NKJV).  

 
Paul genuinely believed that Jesus was the answer for all of mankind.  He 

believed it and knew it so assuredly that it was impossible for him to consider quitting.  
In that conviction lay Paul’s ability to persevere.  It lay in His devotion to Jesus the 
Messiah, his Messiah, whom he had so intently fought against.  Please stand with me for 
the reading of the Word. 
 

“14 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 

spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who 

refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 



brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the 
Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and 

wonders. 4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the 
apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among both Gentiles and Jews, together with their 

leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found out about it and fled to the 

Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7 where they 

continued to preach the gospel.” (Acts 14:1-7, NIV). 

 
Last week we saw Paul and Barnabas in 
Antioch-Psidia and we looked at them as 
they shared the gospel in Antioch.  You 
will remember that they came into the city 
where they made their way to the 
synagogue on that first Sabbath morning 
where, after having heard the Torah 
portion for the day, Paul was invited to 
get up and give a word of encouragement 
to the group there.   
We learned that Paul and Barnabas were 
well received by the Gentiles who 

worshipped there in the synagogue, but they were basically rejected by the Jews.  By the 
end of the chapter, they were ejected from the city by those who had become jealous of 
how they had been well received.   
 
We learned last week that we should not measure our success by the outcome or our 
efforts, but rather by whether we are doing what God wants us to be doing.  We saw that 
even though Paul and Barnabas may not have had great successes as the world measures 
success; they were filled with the Holy Spirit and they were filled with joy.  That, my 
friend is a great picture of success! 
 
We then learned that joy is a choice.  We can and should discipline ourselves to have joy 
in our lives if we will remember to do three things.  First, scripture tells us to be thankful 
in everything.  We are told to be grateful people.  Learn to say “thank you” to God and 
learn to say “thank you” to others.  Second, we must learn to focus on positive, uplifting 
things instead of dwelling on the negatives we encounter in people and in life’s 
circumstances.  In that refocus, we can begin to discover joy.  Finally, the third thing that 
we talked about was gaining an inkling of divine perspective.  That means we stop and 
remember that God’s ways are not our ways.  God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  He 
sees the entirety of our lives while we are only in the moment.  An understanding of 
divine perspective can help keep our hearts filled with joy. 
 
Here again we see Paul and Barnabas attending the synagogue.  That is what an obedient 
observant Jew does on the Sabbath, and likewise, we as Christ-Followers are commanded 
to gather together and encourage one another.  The writer of Hebrews (who some 
scholars think was Barnabas) tells us, “24 And let us consider one another in order to stir 

up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 



manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.”(Hebrews 10:24-25, NKJV). 

 
Our scripture of the day also tells us that “they spoke effectively.”  Are you able 

to speak effectively about your faith?  Are you able to speak in a manner where you are 
not ashamed of the gospel?  Are you prepared to make a defense of what you believe?  If 
not, I am available for you to practice and polish your presentation of exactly what Jesus 
has done in your life.  Once again, our scripture for today shows mixed results.  Some 
who heard believed and others didn’t.  It will be exactly the same as you share your faith 
with the world around you.   
 

I want to also say that sharing your faith is not a thing where you’ll have to force 
or should force the gospel on those whom you meet.  The disciple Peter tells us, “15 But 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a 

good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good 

conduct in Christ may be ashamed.” (1 Peter 3:15-16, NKJV).  You do your part and 
leave the results up to God.  “Study to show yourself approved…”  “A word fitly spoken 
are like apples of gold...”  “Speak the truth in love…”  If you don’t do these things, you 
may win the argument, but the person may end up walking away in disbelief. 
 
 The text tells us that Paul and Barnabas then spent considerable time there in 
Iconium.  That means that they didn’t give up at the first sign of hardship.  Guess what?  
Neither should we.  It is in the midst of the hardship that you’ve got to keep on keeping 
on.  Don’t give up.  Never surrender.  It was in the midst of the fire and the fight that they 
spoke boldly for the Lord.  When you share your faith in Jesus, do so boldly!  The 
passage then tells us that the city became divided between those who wanted to kill Paul 
and Barnabas and those that followed their teaching. 
 
 Guys, this reminds us that sometimes the hardship gets really tough.  I suppose 
when Paul and Barnabas felt their lives were in danger and when they knew the Holy 
Spirit had another direction for them to take, their mission in Iconium was finished.  The 
text tells us that they then departed for Derbe and Lystra.  We will see this pattern happen 
over and over again.  Paul and Barnabas weren’t quitters.  They understood perseverance.  
Let’s talk about that for a minute. 
 

What exactly is perseverance?  Well “per” 
means “through” and “severe” means 
something bad or intense.  So, what can we 
do to be people who keep on keeping on, 
even through hardship and difficulty?  The 
Bible tells us a lot about persevering.   
 
Perseverance is closely related to “not 
losing hope.”  It has a lot to do with 
rejoicing, being patient, and being constant.  



Let’s look at a few verses that tell us some of the keys to living courageous lives that are 
hopeful, filled with patience, and constant.  FYI, there is a term in scripture called 
“perseverance of the saints” having to do with whether we can or cannot lose our 
salvation. That is not what I am addressing this morning. 
 
 The perseverance I am talking about is the how-to of just keeping on with the 
Christian life.  In other words, how to keep on keeping on in your walk with Jesus when 
the going gets rough.  Now that I am a pastor some of my favorite scriptures come out of 
what we call the “pastoral epistles.”  Those are Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus who 
were young pastors.  Timothy was a pastor in Ephesus and Titus was a pastor in Crete 
and Dalmatia in what is now the country of Croatia. 
. 
 In Paul’s encouraging letter to Timothy he tells him to “watch your life and 
doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and 
your hearers.”  That warning goes for all Christians.  We are to persevere in godly living 
and believe the truth steadfastly.  Translated into how-to language that tells us the 
following: 
 

1. STAY IN THE WORD – Develop a time each day when you get alone with God.  
Study a specific piece of scripture and ask God to apply it to your life. (15 Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15 NKJV)  
   
2. GODLY LIVING - Persevere in godly living – understand that the ways of the 

world are contrary to the ways of the Spirit.  Every distraction imaginable will try 
to interfere between you and God. 
 

3. IT’S A DAILY ENDEAVOR - Realize that your walk with Jesus is a DAILY 
walk.  It is like eating food or drinking water.  It is something you do every day 
and sometimes all the day (if you’re fasting or in a spirit of prayer). 

	
4. PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION – So fourth, perseverance involves putting 

your faith into action.  When you put your faith into action, it does not save you, 
but it helps you to carry on and to be involved in God’s will for your life.  When 
you know you are in His will it is empowering and will give you the strength to 
carry on.  There is no thrill like that of being in tune and in step with the God who 
made you.  WOW! James, the brother of Jesus, who was pastor in the first church 
in Jerusalem tells us, to be “doers of the word and not hearers only” because 
those who hear but do not do are “deceiving themselves.” “But he who looks into 

the perfect law of liberty and continues in it [perseveres]…this one will be blessed 

in what he does” (James 1:22, 25, NKJV).        
 

5. HARDSHIPS CREATE SPIRITUAL MUSCLES - That strength that we just 
talked about helps you to develop spiritual muscles.  Your ability to withstand the 
hardships that will come your way gets stronger and stronger.  You are promised 
God’s blessings in it all.  James tells us, “2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 



sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” (James 1:2-4 NIV) 

	
6. REWARDS OF PERSEVERANCE ARE PEACE OF MIND (SHALOM) – In the 

Psalms we are reminded that in keeping God’s commandments there is “great 
reward” (Psalm 19:11).  This reward is peace of mind, a clear conscience, and a 
true testimony and witness to the world around us that shouts volumes louder than 
our mere words. 
 

7. CROWN OF LIFE – James continues to tell us that if we persevere “under trials” 
we will be blessed with the “crown of life” which God has promised to faithful 
believers. (James 1:12).  What is that “crown of life?”  It is being eternally secure 
in our salvation.  That is the prize!  To be with Him forever and ever! 
 

8. GODLY LIVING BRINGS PERSECUTION – DON’T BE SURPRISED - If we 
desire and attempt to live godly lives in Christ, we will suffer persecution (2 
Timothy 3:12).  The faithful, however, will persevere and be empowered by the 
almighty power of God through the Holy Spirit who guarantees our salvation, and 
who we are promised will keep us “strong to the end” so that we will be 
“blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:8). 

	
You see Paul living this out in the Book of Acts.  We can do the same thing.  This 

doesn’t mean stubbornly following in some human folly, rather it means walking in the 
Spirit and living a consistent life of obedience.  In that there is great reward.  Paul shows 
us how to live in these great chapters 13-20 in the Book of Acts.  These are not ideals we 
cannot achieve, rather they are the keys to victorious living in Jesus. 
 

Let us pray. 
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