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What Is PPE?
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Personal protective equipment (PPE) is
clothing or other equipment workers wear to
protect themselves from job hazards.

Hazards can cause injury or impairment of [ @ A

any body part. Hazards can be:
® processes, ® objects, or e substances.

Hazards cause harm through inhalation,
absorption, or physical contact. PPE stands
between you and the hazard.

PPE includes:
* hard hats, e safety glasses,
* goggles, * face shields,

e car plugs or muffs,
e protective clothing,
* respirators,

e welding helmets.

* gloves,
* life jackets, and

OSHA's General Duty Clause requires
employers to furnish employeses a place of
employment that is free from recognized
hazards that cause or are likely to cause
death or serious physical harm.

The employer has
several choices of
hazard control:

e substitution of a
safer product or
procedure,

® engineering
controls,

e administrative
controls, and

® PPE,

ineering

e steel-toed boots, |

Engineering
controls are the
best way to
protect against a
hazard. Examples
of engineering
controls include
guardrails and
ventilation. When
effective .
engineering controls are in place, you may not
need PPE.

When engineering controls and
administrative controls fail to control the - -
hazard, we need PPE.

PPE is our last defense.
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