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Australia has long been a fascinating destination
for travellers from all over the world, so its famous
landscapes have become familiar to many. And yet,
because of its vastness, Australia also remains one of
the great unexplored continents on earth.

Author and photographer, Jim Chen, first came to
Australia 20 years ago. He was captivated by the land's
unique natural beauties, photographing the surprising
vistas that opened up to him as he discovered this
new homeland for himself.

Now, he presents his photographic collection to take
you to a fascinating and intoxicating world through
his camera. His collection will let you discover the
wonders of Australia through scenes not easily seen
from a car or tour bus, or even captured on postcards.

Every traveller is a photographer these days and Jim
Chen's aim is to inspire you to take good photographs,
to give you a greater insight into nature and a new
perspective on the world we live in.
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Photographer, author and book designer: Jim Chen
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| gratefully acknowledge much help and encouragement received from Wang Xin Rong and Yang
Shen Liang during my early years when | began to explore art and photography.

In Australia, when | first photographed a withered tree, it was my wife Shao Yayuan’s suggestion
that | continue to do this and turn it into a series. | thank her for this great idea.

A big 'thank you' goes to my former colleague and senior designer Karyn Souder and my good
friend James Harriman who spent a great deal of time correcting and improving my English.

I would also like to thank marketing specialist, Patricia Cheung, who edited and polished the English
translation.

Finally, of course, | would like to thank my parents who made all my creations possible.
My daughter Lucy Chen is always an inspiration.

| hope you like the book.

EREF—ABEEMINRE  IEERHERNERREE  SIERNEM - REIME  BER -
EHRGEIRORMNNEERER - WRARILEFER—ERERA - WEHAKEETHING - HEE TR -
ERXNFHNEELHE  HBRSHLUAINESE— SAKRMEl M - £ tEE 7S ANRBENRRE - HOZH
TTHERRMS - HNWEFHERERE - GANERAX EEBELL - B8 -

HEERBHNRE - BUERB 7 —IAFNTEE - X - EFRNUEREH - 2RO BAIFNSHE -
FHERMBEHEREREM |



Heading southwest from Bourke
we drove on a dirt road.
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The worn and withered trees in Australia | 8 # f — £ 41 & 898 3 it

The unique continent of Australia has existed for more than 100 million years. The period of Aboriginal
inhabitation, European migration and later the Asian migration is only a tiny part of the history of this
great continent. Away from the coastline, the innermost lands are arid deserts or bushlands.

In this vast outback, signs of human life are rarely seen. A few roads may be the only hints of civilization
in sight. It would be easy to miss the human shelters hiding in the shelter of the bushes. This land by its
very nature displays the limitations of human existence. The natural condition has survived for millions
of years!

During the summer of 2004, my wife and | took two weeks to explore this arid land — the outback.
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A wooden boat at the entrance of a desert farm.
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We met the owner, Liz, who told us that her oldest
daughter studies at a university in Sydney and her three
sons, the youngest is only eight, all work on the farm.
During the shearing season, they hire workers to help out.
Liz's husband flies a plane above the three boys on the
ground in cars or motorbikes to guide them over the long
distances to the shearing sheds.
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A dumped car. Did it run out of petrol?
How did its occupants walk miles to safety?
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Still, some managed to stand, half fallen, like a flag on a battle field.
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The worn and withered trees in Australia | S8 4 4 — £ 4T & &9 8 M A it

The river and woods were a thick purple red in colour!
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The Great Barrier Reef, Queensland. The Great Barrier Reef is composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 600 islands stretching for
L b e over 2,300 kilometres in the Coral Sea, off the coast of Queensland.
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A dream world — the Australian coastline in blue and green
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Newnes, New South Wales.
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Newnes is located in a scenic valley in the
western Blue Mountains, north of Lithgow,
New South Wales. It used to be a mining
town, where torbanite (a type of oil-shale
rock) was mined for processing into a range
of oil products.

Today it is a popular spot for day visitors
and campers. Very little is left of the town
itself, but there are extensive ruins of the
oil-shale processing plant to be explored,
and the walk to the glow-worm tunnel is
very popular.

There is no public transport to Newnes,
so you will need your own vehicle. From
Sydney, head across the Blue Mountains
to Lithgow; continue west and take the
Mudgee (Castlereagh Highway) exit. The
Newnes turn-off is at a major road junction,
just past the Wallerawang power station at
Lidsdale. It is signposted.
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Mt Lagoon, New South Wales.
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The autumn wind blows. Even wild
mushrooms turn to rich red.
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If you want to show the richness of golden autumn,
this is the one: golden sunlight on the golden autumn
leaves. Their brightness makes it hard to open your
-. X S eyes. The fallen leaves lie so deep they bury your feet.
The leaves are fresh and soft.
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Barrington Tops is a 25-kilometre long plateau extending between a series of extinct volcanic peaks in the Mount Royal Ranges. It is three hours
driving distance north of Sydney. | have visited two to three times, and camped there once. As a state forest, the rules are not as strict as for a
national park so we were able to set up our tent, collect firewood and build a campfire (except in the high bushfire months) and even try to catch
fish and yabbies. The camping is free. A public toilet and garbage bins are provided. This photograph was taken just 50 metres from our tent.
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Hill End is a well preserved village with intact gold rush streetscapes and buildings dating back to the 1860s. It is set in an
isolated valley surrounded by rugged mountains. Its preserved buildings and displays give a fascinating glimpse of the 19th
century gold mining days.
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Hill End, New South Wales.
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I saw this site while | toured the area.
There were four cars, four sleeping
tents and another two tents used as
kitchen and living room. A winding
trail connected the campers to the
outside world. What a perfect place
for camping!
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Perisher Blue snowfield, New South Wales.
SR ERE A A AR L.

This photo was shot at Perisher Blue late in the afternoon, not long before the slopes closed for the
day. My camera was facing the sunlight. | used 300 mm lens at F2.8. It's one of my favourite photos.

EREBEEBESNRA  TECKRIESHOMAPIREIN - EREFEY - HA300mmESE -
F2.8 - MFERABREMBH—5K -

115




Near Nimbin, New South Wales.
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In Australia, the cultivation,
selling and possession of cannabis
(marijuana) is illegal. But in Nimbin,
all three activities are part of an every
day hippie culture. Officials seem to
turn a blind eye, and locally grown
cannabis is openly bought, sold
and consumed on the streets and
laneways.

We drove around Nimbin town, then
north along the Blue Knob Road.
The spring rain fell gently and silently
on the few trees growing at top of
the hill. Thick clouds floated in front
of us, giving us tantalising glimpses.
A minute earlier they annoyingly
covered my view, but then they
moved to form a backdrop, hiding
the detail | did not want to capture.
I've got my photo!
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Natural Bridge, Springbrook National Park, NSW
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Gordon River, Tasmania.
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A Scene from lookout near Kellevie Rd, Nugent, Tasmania.
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A dream world — the Australian coastline in blue and green
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Opera House at night.
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Nikon F4, Nikon D70, Nikon D80.
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Nikkor AF—S 24—=70mm /2.8 G ED IF
Nikkor AF 80—200mm ED F2.8

Tamron AF28—-75mm F/2.8 XR Di LD
Sigma 12—24mm F4.5-5.6 EX DG HSM

A dream world — the Australian coastline in blue and green

IAHiEA : Fuji Velvial00, 1SO100 17
AR 8, 17125, 12—24mm £/4.5-5.6
IR 12074, FH500£%

B KR RF: 24 x 15cm, 10 x 6"
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LAHEA: RAW, ISO100

AR 22, 1/250, 28—75mm £/2.8

R 1206, 10044

K RF: 60 x 9em, 23 x 3", F btk

LAHEA: RAW, ISO100 2 5
A6 BAE: £22, 1/250, 28—75mm £/2.8

FMREFM: 1204, PF100£ 4

F KR RF: 30 x 20em, 12 x 8"

AR 4
TAHEA: RAW, ISO100 26
AR £22, 1/500, 28=75mm £/2.8

FaRaER: 1206, 10044
F KR RF: 30 x 20em, 12 x 8"

TAHEA: RAW, ISO100 31
AR £22, 1/250, 28=75mm £/2.8
FaRuER: 1206, FHF100£ 4

F KR RF: 30 x 20em, 12 x 8"

AR RAW, 1SO100

AR £5.6, 1/60, 28—75mm /2.8

FaReER: 1207 8), TH6:00£%

K RF: 30 x 20cm, 12 x 8"
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AR RAW, 1SO100 46
A6 £11, 1/125, 80—200mm £/2.8

AR 1204, P00 %

K RF: 50 x 22¢m, 20 x 9", $ikphiE

LAEA: RAW, 1SO100 55
AR £13, 1/320, 80—200mm £/2.8
JAEEME: 6B, LH9:00£%

& K R=F: 40 x 26em, 15 x 10"

LAEA: RAW, 1SO100 56
AR £14, 1/60, 80-200mm £/2.8

AR 6B, L10:00£ 4

KR RF: 82 x 22em, 32 x 9", $ikHhiE

LAEA: RAW, 1SO100

ha B £14, 1/100, 80-200mm £/2.8

AR 6 A4, L1100 %

Fx R RF: 142 x 31em, 56 x 12", $ikpraE
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IAEA RAW, 1SO200 63

FHHE IR £10, 1/640, 24—70mm £/2.8
HaEER: 4P A), P12:00£ 4
K RF: 41 x 28em, 16 x 10"
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Jim Chen, journalist, editor, artist,
photographer and graphic designer.
Australian Chinese. His printmaking work,
‘A New Field', joined with 'The selected
works of a modern Chinese printmaker
exhibited in Japan in 1980. His photography
work, ‘'the Green Ripple Dream’', won
a silver prize in the Sports Photograph
Competition of Zhejiang Province in 1988;
‘The Skier' also won a silver prize from the
Art Photograph Association of Australia
in 1996. Jim has been recognised in the
book of 'Chinese Artists in the Modern
Age' (Shanghai Publishing House, 1992).
He migrated to Australia in 1990, and is
currently living in Sydney, working as a
graphic designer.

Web: www.jimchen.com.au
Email: jimchen@gallery21.net
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‘When we turn our eyes from the numerous political, philosophical, historical, scientific,
technical tasks to a natural habitat, one piece of pure art, a small patch of pure nature is
satisfied.'
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‘The human figure belongs in the foreground of the image and the scenery is merely a backdrop.
Most commonly, the human figure is seen as being active and volatile, occupying the “top layer’,
while scenery is still and relatively stable, occupying the "bottom layer'. The human figure is
heralded as the master; and the scenery, it's subordinate full of modesty.'
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'| see this characteristic of scenery as being particularly synonymous with living space; for
dwellers, the living space is the subordinate.'
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‘It is my belief that scenic photography should be viewed and enjoyed. It contains an angle
that is overlooked by most and it has its own sense of novelty and beauty. It can be sung
and recited. It is a song and a poem.'
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— Jim Chen ( FRiGY¢ )
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