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B.C.1 Refuses

affiliation

The Bar Council of India has
refused affiliation or closed
down 118 law colleges in the
country in the last two and half
years as they failed to adhere
to prescribed norms. The
council chairman Mr. D. V.
Subbarao told reporters in New
Delhi on March 5. He said the
decision was taken after
inspecting teams of the council
gave reports that those colleges
did not have adequate
infrastructure facilities and staff
and were not maintaining
standard prescribed by the
council. Mr. Rao also thanked
the union law minister Mr. Arun-
Jaitely for sanctioning Rs. 50
lakhs as grants to the council as
against previous grants of Rs. 10
lakhs per annum. He informed
that the B.C.I. has contributed
Rs. 2.5 lakhs towards the
Gujarath Earth Quake Relief
Fund. :

Tit—bits

In West Bengal the ceiling in
respect of amount of
maintenance payable under
section 125 Cr. PC was raised
to Rs. 1,500 per month. Taking
cue from this amendment the
Tamilnadu Government has
decided to amend the provision
removing the ceiling itself.
Tamilnadu legislative assembly
unanimously passed a bill (L. A.
Bill 1 of 1996) on February 27,
1996 amending the provision in
its application to the staff of
Tamilnadu. However, due to
political  reasons the
amendment is yet to be
implemented.

" Humour in Courts

Judge : Mr. Counsel why the
court should not rely upon
the judgment cited by the
defendant and why oniy the
decision cited by the plaintiff
should be relied on?

New Adpocate : Your honour

the judgment relied upon by

the defendent 1s delivered by

a judge who is retired long ago.

The judgment cited by the

- that the advocates

- Minister’s

prosecution sought

The Mysore Advocates
Association, in its meeting held
on March 5, which met under
the presidentship of its president
Mr. Shivananda Swamy passed
a resolution condemning the
reported statement of Mr. H.
Vishwanath, Karnataka Minister
for primary and secondary
education, against the lawyers
and the high court. It was also
resolved to file a defamation
case against the minister for
“sulllying the image of lawyers”.
A communication has also been
sent to Governor Ms. V. S.
Ramadevi seeking permission

for the prosecution of the.

minister. Members of the
Mysore Bar refrained from
attending courts for a day in
protest against the derogatory
remarks of the minister. But the
Tada designated court
functioned normally.

Mr. S. S. Niranjan and
Somanagowda Patil, advocates
said that the minister had
remarked at a function held on
March 3, that the courts had
become deserts has even grass
could not grow in the high court
premises due to the activities of
the advocates and presiding
officers of law courts. They also
said that the minister remarked
were
cheating the public and this
trend had even caught up with
the presiding officers. They
contended that the minister such
scurrilous remarks had tried to
generate public opinion against
the lawyers and the courts. The
reported speach made by the
minister at the Golden Jubilee
Celebration of the

- Vidyavardhaka Sangha and

Silver Jubilee Celebration of the
Vidyavardhaka Law College in
the presence of Governor
amongst others.

AAB Election

The annual general body
meeting of the Advocates
Association, Bangalore and
election of the office bearers is
scheduled to be held on 29th
July 2001.

Around the Courts

O The bar imposed under
Sec 213 of the Indian
Succession Act, 1925 does
not prohibit the “will” being
looked into for purposes
other than those mentioned
in the Section;

While dismissing writ
petitions from two Indian
Christians seeking the apex court
to restrain the Union of India
from enforcing the provisions of
Sec - 213 of the Indian
Succession Act against the
Christians Mr. Justice Rajendra
Babu repelled the contention of
the petitioners that the provision
is enforced only against Indian
Christians. Analysing the
provisions of the Act the court
held that “it is applicable to
Parsis after the amendment of
the Act in 1962 and to Hindus
who reside within the territories
which on September 1, 1870
were subject to the Lt. Governor
of Bengal or to areas covered by
‘original jurisdiction’ of the High
Courts of Bombay and Madras
and to ‘all wills’ made outside
those territories and limits so far
as they relate to immovable
property situate within those
territories and limits”. The
judgment delivered during the
fourth week of February held
that the bar imposed by Sec-213
of the Indian Succession Act “is
only in respect of the
establishment of the right as an
executor or legatee and not in
respect of the establishment of
the right in any other capacity
and the Section doesn’t prohibit
the will being looked into for
purposes other than those
mentioned in the Section.”

(O Insurer not liable to pay
compensation sans premium;

In a significant judgement
delivered during the third week
of February, a bench of the
supreme court comprising
Mr. Justice K. T. Thomas and
Mr. Justice R. P, Sethi ruled that
an insurance company could
refuse to honour a policy, if
premium is not paid or a cheque

* issued by the policy holder

towards the premium is returned
dishonoured by the bank. One
Yash Paul Malhotra insured his

car with National Insurance
Company for Rs. 1.5 lakh on
December 21, 1993 and gave a
cheque for Rs. 4492 towards the
first instalment of the premium.
On December 31, 1993 he died
in a car accident and his car was
completely damaged. On
January 10, 1994 cheque issued
by Malhotra bounced with the
shara that there was no funds in
the account held by him. Widow
and children of Malhotra claimed
compensation for loss of vehicle
and the company rejected the
claim. State Consumer Forum of
J & K upheld the stand of the
company. However, state high
court reversed the order of the
Consumer Forum and held that
the company was liable to
honour the claim. On appeal by
the company high court’s order
was reversed.

T Sec. 12 of the Hindu
Adoptions and Maintenance
Act, 1956 - consent of junior
widow is not required for
senior widow to adopt a son
or a daughter ;

In a judgment delivered
during the last week of March
2001 a bench of the apex court
comprising - Mr. Justice
Doraiswamy Raju and Mr.
Justice D. P Mohapatra ruled
that when there are two co-
widows left by a deceased Hindu
male with no progeny, the
exercise of power by a senior
widow to adopt a person as son
or daughter under the Hindu
Adoptions and Maintenance
Act, 1956 is not a condition
upon the consent of the junior
widow. While dismissing an
appeal preferred by the junior
widow and her adopted
daughter against the judgment
of the Karnataka high court the
apex court held no error of law
or infirmity of any kind on the
ultimate decision of the high
court could be found. The
bench held “to subject the
exercise of power by the senior
widow to adopt, conditioned
upon the consent of the junior
widow where a Hindu male died
leaving behind two widows with
no progeny of his own, would
render the exercise of power
more cumbersome and

See on page 4, Col. 1

plaintiff is by a sitting judge!
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Communique

Much knowledge does not teach wisdom
 Heraclitus

Not a Numbers Game

Of late a trend has
developed that high court must
dispose off highest number of
cases with the avowed objective
of reducing back log of cases.
Individual judges, though not
all, are taking pride to be
amongst select judges who give
highest number of disposals.
Efforts are also made to reach
out people through media to
publicise their achievements
and to get into books of records
like Guinness book. Disposal of
large number of casesin a given
period of time per se may not
be bad but a time has now come
to objectively assess the quality
of justice dispensed by individual
judges who are enamoured in
achieving higher number of
disposals.

It is a known fact that all
litigants cannot approach the
Supreme court for getting
reddressal against the judgments
[ orders passed by the high
court. Many a time the litigants
had to suffer injustice
notwithstanding the fact that
they have a good case on merits
due to prohibitive costs involved
in taking up the matter before
the apex court. As a result
injustice is perpetuated in the
name of judgments / orders of
the high courts.

It is understandable that
individual judges by conviction
are desirous of disposal of more
number of cases which pre-
supposes that the judges do
objectively consider the facts,
the law, the pleadings and the
arguments advanced at the bar.
However, the desire of
individual judges to hog
limelight through media is
unacceptable. Judges by their
training, erudition and
temperament are expected to be
out of glare of publicity. If the
new ftrend remains unchecked
may lead to deleterious effects.
This is not to say that individual
judges.should refrain from
disposing of more number of
cases. What is expected of them
is to exercise self restraint in
approaching media and or
attempting to create records. Jt
is not a numbers game, the

learned judges are indulging but
they are moulding destinies of
litigants who have entered the
portals of courts of law.
Eagerness to render speedy
justice is one thing and the
anxiety to dispose of more
number of cases is another
thing. In all cases the watch
word for judges would be not
to allow justice to suffer.

Anxiety to dispose of more
number of cases has often
resulted in judges denying
enough time to lawyers to
advance arguments. Perhaps
such judges may be under the
impression that hearing
arguments is waste of time.
Obviously such a notion cannot
be countenanced. However,
individual judges have shown
impatience by using the power

of their office in discouraging

lawyers from making full
submissions. This is not a good
sign. One must understand that
the judicial system, which includes
lawyers as well, exists only to

serve the cause of justice and not-

attempting to enter into books of
records.

News Panorama

The first on line court of
the world is coming into
existence within 2-3 months
time in the United States of
America, The on line court
which is appropriately named
“Swift Court” provides solutions
to civil, business and corporate
disputes. online by a party.
However, lawyers are not
permitted to represent parties,
Besides, defendant must
voluntarily jurisdiction of the
court. Software for this on line
court is provided by a
Bangalore based firm Tricon
Infotech.

Additional Judges

for Madras H C

Mr. Anthony Packiaraj and
Mr. Alavandar Kulasekaran
have been appointed as
additional judges of the
Madras High Court for a
period of two years from the
date of their assuming
charge.

March 2001
Social Audit of working of the
constitution
Dr. GRS. Rao

From the last issues

The most appropriate
expression i.e., a ‘National’
Commission has been reduced
to the status of being ‘notional’,
ab initio by virtue of the fact that
itis appointed by the executive
instead of by the parliament
representing the sovereign
people of India. The
conditionalities of ‘exclusion’
have further inflicted a severe
blow to the concept of a review
commission. And to top it all,
the Chairman (designate)
stipulating conditionalities for
accepting the assignment has
amounted to stopping the other
honourable members of the
Commission from reflecting on
the issues and formulating
recommendations on the basis
of the collective wisdom of the
Commission.

Basic Structure is a
Basic Issue

No other tenet has been
misused and abused more than
that of ‘secularism’, ever since its
inception in the preamble. A
direct consequence is that there
are no citizens, pure and simple,
without sectarian lables; no
Indians left in the Republic.
Under such circumstances,
pushing a debate under the
carpet by the Review
Commission would only
accentuate the strife going
beyond the limits of democratic
debate. It is happening, no more
a fear, or an apprehension.

The credibility of the National
Commission and its review
depends upon its deliberation
not pre-emption or estoppel of
the ‘basic structure’. It does no
require forensic skills to establish
the facts, for they are simple and
well known. Merely to illustrate,
how can expressions like
‘Secular’ and ‘Socialistic’
incorporated half way through
the Republican journey,
concepts, that were not there at
the starting line, become ‘basic’?
And from where has this
concept to basic structure come?
Indian constitution represents a
grand design for socio-legal
engineering and hence is
evolutionary in character,
contrary to the concept of basic
structure.

‘valid even with

If basics are so enduring in
the eyes of judiciary, then on the
same premise, it may have to
hold the policy of ‘economic
liberalisation’ as unconstitutional
notwithstanding the fact
‘socialism’ as a socio-economic
order of society has been not
buried but cremated. The
national commission has to
explore the basic structure,
which is ‘static’ in nature vis-as-
vis directive principles which are
evolutionary in character.

The law of the land, as
declared by the supreme court
is that postulate of basic
structure stands until it is
reviewed and revised by the
court itself. That has what
exactly happened in the case of
Emergency which was upheld
by the court as constitutionally
regard to
freedom guaranteed by the
constitution, but reviewed and
reversed later on. Thus it is
probable that the esteemed
supreme court may review and
revise its own opinion, some
time soon, about the basic
structure judgment also. In such
an event, the conditionally
regarding ‘basic structure’
incorporated bythe government
and accepted by the
commission could negate the
whole review as of no
relevance.

A National Commission has
to be people centred, rising
above the partisan mainstream
politics as much as the judicial
predilections. It has been my
first hand experience to note
that members of the higher
judiciary (three successive Chief
Justices) told me that the
legislature - judiciary conflict is
not desirable, that it has to be
resolved, but “ it has to be
resolved in the court - room”.
About the same time, three
successive Speakers of [ ok
Sabha, (and Ministers dealing
with Parliamentary Affairs, Law
and Justice) told me that the
conflict is not desirable and that
they are willing to let the conflict
resolved ‘informally’, they did
not suggest that it has to be
resolved in the “ legislature
alone”. That is the political
process-harmonisation.

A constitutional review is to
introspect, to learn from

Scee on page 4, Col. 4




from the last issue

It is submitted with great respect
that the judgment of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court suffers
from two legal errors. In the first
place, it was necessary for the
court to decide the question on
the basis of the very materials
that the designated court
decided and not either seek or
place reliance upon fresh
materials before it. In fact, it
looks as though the fresh
materials were sought for from
the governments ultimately to
be told that whatever was so
produced went against its
contention. Secondly, the
principle that there was a
surrender of the government to
the bandit which affected the
public prosecutor’s decision to
withdraw is an unnecessary link
up of legal grounds with political
expediencies. If the public
prosecutor has to act
independently, unaffected by
what the government has to say
in the matter, it would be too
much of impertinence on his
part to tell the Government that
it should not surrender to the
bandit. That is an entirely
political and administrative
decision for the government to
take. It is not the province of the
public prosecutor to advise the
government as to what it should
do to prevent crimes from
hardened criminals or how it
would deal with the situation
arising out of kidnapping a very
important person. That falls
totally outside the statutory
prescription of Section 321 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure. If the public
prosecutor could not have been
faulted for his superciliousness
in this behalf, it was the farthest
of his expectations to ask the
government to answer the
questions which the Hon'ble
Supreme Court has formulated.
The legal expectation of the
public prosecutor’s
independence has been
needlessly animadverted as
though he was the one who
should have guided the
government's decision. Having
regard to the scope of the legal
provision, the structure of
executive action and the
delineation of the grounds by its
own precedents, the supreme
court, it is respectfully submitted
has given the public prosecutor
‘aname and hanged him’. The
judgment has gone awry
because the Hon'ble Court has
suffered the layman’s obsession
about the law and order
situation by the release of the

Communique
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The Hostage Crisis and the
Surrender Syndrome

C. B. Srinivasan, Advocate

cohorts of the bandit. Law, it is
submitted, is not all of life’s
logic, but also administrative
feasibility and political
adaptability. The situation called
for some action which it was for
the government alone to initiate
and not for the public
prosecutor to prowl. From this
point of view the judgment
requires reconsideration.

All said and done, it is not as
though the supreme court has
not conceived an extraordinary
situation deserving a bit of a
surgical treatment. In Subash
Chander’s case supra, Hon'ble
VR. Krishna Iyer J has spoken
in words that was cherished by
the government as prophetic.
He has said :

“We do not truncate the
amplitude of the. public policy
behind S. 494 Cr.PC. but warn
off tempting adulteration of this
policy, taking the public
prosecutor for granted. Maybe,
the executive, for plural
concerns and diverse reasons,
may rightfully desire a criminal
case to be scotched. The fact
that broader considerations of
public peace, larger
considerations of public justice
and even deeper considerations
of promotion of long-lasting
security in a locality, of order in
a disorderly situation or
harmony in a faction milieu, or
halting a false and vexatious
prosecution in a court,
persuades the Executive, pro
bono publico, sacrifice a
pending case for a wider benefit,
i$ not ruled out although the
power must be sparingly
exercise and the statutory
agency to be satisfied is the
public prosecutor, .... not the
Minister.”

As itis, the Supreme Court has
unearthed the govemment's desire
to surrender to the bandit, by even
asking the state law minister to file
an affidavit and from that finding
reproached the public prosecutor
for not having disassociated himself
from that decision, failing to notice
the hard fact that had he done so,
and refused to seek withdrawal, it
could have castigated him for
having poked his nose too much
into the government’s prerogatives.
The poor public prosecutor,
appeared, in this case to have had
only a Hobson's choice. There lies
the lost track. The court, it is also
submitted with the greatest respect
has viewed the situation from its
own vision of the exercise of the
executive power and allowed
fungibility to be the stone against
which it has hit its footsteps.

Concluded

0O On 4.3.2001 V. R. Nagaraj,
Advocate, Chickballapur
passed away. On 5.3.2001
Advocate  Association
Chickballapur passed a
resolution condoling the
death of V.R. Nagaraj. On
7.3.2001 Advocate
Association Kolar also
adopted a similar resolution.

O On the reported remarks of
the Karnataka law minister
against the Advocates
fraternity holding them
responsible for delays in
disposal of court cases
Advocates through out
District adopted resolutions
condemning the reported
remarks of the law minister.
Advocates of Kolar, Malur,
Mulbagal, K.G.E and
Chickballpur went on a day’s
strike .

O Advocates Association, Kolar
received contribution of Rs,
49,000/~ from its members
towards Gujarath earth
quake victims relief fund and
arrangements are underway
to remit the same to
concerned authority.

(J Advocates Association, Kolar
has been renamed and
registered as the District
Central Advocates’s
Association, Kolar Dist. Kolar.

O With effect from 26.3.2001

the following persons have
been newly appointed in the

vacancies available at the

District viz., Mr. N. Krishnaiah
as Addl. Civil Judge (Jr Dn)
and JMFC, Chickballapura;
Mr. C.S. Sharana Kumar as
II Addl. judge (Jr Dn), KGF:
MR. Rudolph pereira as Addl
civil juidge (Jr Dn), Mulbagal
and Mr. Jenold Rudolph
Mendonca as Addl civil judge
(Jr Dn), Sidlaghatta.

O The following civil judges
have assumed their postings
in the District on 29.3.2001
on being transferred from
out side the District viz., Mr.
M. Brungesh as prl. civil
judge (Jr Dn.) Kolar and Mr.
G. Nanjundaiah as civil
judge (Jr Dn.) and JMFC
Srinivasapura.

efficient Chief Justice

He makes records, then
breaks them, wilfully, happily-
legally.

Chief Justice YONG PUNG
How is not only the most hard-
working . and productive
supreme court judge in
Singapore legal history, but he
has also managed to better his
own record of writing the most
number of Judgments.

He wrote an average of 35
judgments a year between July
89- when the Chief Justice first
become a Supreme Court
Judge —and 1997.

Despite his busy schedule of
hearing cases and ensuring that
the judiciary runs smoothly, he
went on to double his
productivity to an average of 64
judgments annually in the last
few years.

Lawyers estimate that he
must have over 500 judgments
to his name, the previous record
holder was former chief justice
Mr. Chong Jin who wrote 326
judgments, or about 10 a year
between 1957 & 1990.

Setting a high standard for
himself and the court he
presides over, chief justice Yong
has judged more than 70% of
the total 2194 cases during the
last five years, penning one in
every five judgments. Lord
Supreme Court Registrar
Chiam Boom Keng : “The chief
justice sets and leads by
example. He works hard and the
rest of the judges follow suit. He
stays late to finish his work and
prepares for the next day’s
hearing. Last December, he
even worked throughout the
court vacation”. The Registrar

-says that the work ethic of the

judges is “not a flash in the pan”
but a consistent attitude. These
judges often hear cases much

~ beyond their regular working

hours.

High Court trials usually
begin at 10 A.M. and end by 5
PM. and when duty calls, judges
willingly work on their day off
or even on public holiday.

The Straits Times / JG.

State Bar Council

Karnataka Advocates Welfare
Fund Trustee committee admit-
ted 443 new members to its fold
during January-February 2001
and disbursed Rs. 26,500 as
death benefit. While receipts for
the period was Rs.13,87,385
expenditure was Rs. 3,11,716.
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paradoxical, leaving at times,
such exercise of power to adopt
only next to impossibility.”
Havingregard to Section 12(C)
of the Act, which ensures that
the adopted child shall not
divest any person of any estate
which vested in him or her
before the adoption and
consequent protection of the
rights vested with the junior
widow in the property left
behind by the deceased
husband and the real and
ultimate object of adoption by
the widow, no injustice could be
said to be caused to the junior
widow on account of the
legislature not making it
obligatory for the senior widow

to obtain the consent of the

junior widow to adopt a child
which could be deemed to be
not only for her but also to the
deceased husband as envisaged
in Section 12 of the Act,” the
bench pointed out.

0 Speedy justice in criminal
cases—-a fundamental right
under Article 21 of the
constitution;

In a judgement delivered during
the last week of March, a bench
of the apex court comprising Mr.
Justice K. T. Thomas and Mr.
Justice R. P, Sethi has ruled that
“to have speedy justice is a
fundamental right which flows
from Article 21 of the
constitution.” “Prolonged delay
in disposal of the trials and
thereafter appeals in criminal
cases, for no fault of the accused,
confirms a right upon him to
apply for bail” the bench
emphasised. Delivering the
judgment Mr. Justice R. P Sethi
said “if an appeal (in a criminal
case) is not disposed off within
the period of five years, for no
fault of the convicts, such
convicts may be released on bail
on such conditions as may be
deemed fit and proper by the
court. In computing the period
of five years, the delay for any
period, which is requisite in
preparation of record and delay
attributable to the convict or his
counsel can be deducted.” The
bench also added that “there
may be cases where even after
lapse of five years the convicts
may, under the special
circumstances of the case, be
held not entitled to bail pending
disposal of the appeals filed by
them.

3 Sec. 309 of Cr. PC-
Adjournment of trial when
the prosecution witnesses
are present defeats criminal
justice system;

Communique

In a judgment delivered on
March 29, a bench of the
supreme court comprising Mr.
Justice K. T. Thomas and Mr.
Justice R. P. Sethi deprecated
the tendency of adjourning the
cases at long intervals
evenwhen the prosecution
witnesses were present. In a
scathing remark the bench said
“the primitive practice of withess
called through summons or
other process being made to
stand at the door step only to
be told at the end of the day
that the case is adjourned to
other day—Must be reformed by
presiding officers of the trial
courts and it can be reformed
by everyone provided .the
presiding officer concerned has
a commitment to duty. The
court considered it necessary to
make “it abundantly clear that
if a witness is present in court
he must be examined on that
day “The bench observed that
“the court must know the lots
of witnesses could attend the
court only at a cost to them after
keeping aside their own
avocation and certainly they
incur suffering and loss of
income.

Co - Operative
Society

The executive committee of
the Bangalore Advocates Co-
Operative Society Limited
which met on 17.3.2001 under
the chairmanship of its
president Mr.M.S.Mandanna
unanimously adopted
resolutions to admit 37 new
members; sanction loans to 129
members at the rate of Rs.
30,000 each; ratifying loans
granted to 88 members;
granting four additional shares
to 11 members; enhancing the
mandatory period for new
members from one year to two
years from the date of admission
to the society for applying to loan
or offering surety; to raise
disputes against 112 defaulting
loanees ; to remit Rs.
1,20,00,000 to the Building
Committee of AAB ; to provide
medical assistance of Rs. 5,000
each to Mr. R. Chandra and Mr.
H. C. Nanjappa and to ratify the
medical assistance already
provided to Mr. H. B. Udaya
Kumar, Mr. T. M. Krishnappa and
Ms. T. Nagarathna; to provide Rs.
5,000 DRF to legal heirs of N.
Subramanaya Sastry and to
temporarily suspend issuing of
loans.

. News Focus

O On 7. 3. 2001 a programme

* had been arranged jointly by
People’s Democratic Forum
(P D. F), People’s Union for
Civil Liberties Karnataka
(PUCL-K) and South India
Cell for Human Rights
Education and Monitoring
(SICHREM) to oppose the
Karnataka Control of
Organised Crime Bill, 2000
which has been referred to
the President of India for
getting his assent. The bill has
already received assent of the
Governor of Karnataka. The
programme was presided
over by Mr. Justice H. G.
Balakrishna, former judge of
high court of Karnataka, in
which the speakers included
Prof. Babu Mathew,
Registrar, NLSIU, Bangalore.

O On 8. 3. 20001 Advocates
Foundation, Bangalore
felicitated Mr. K. 1. Bhatta,
advocate at the high court
unit of AAB. Mr. K. . Bhatta
donated Rs. 1,01,000 and his
personal library to the
foundation.

0 On?9. 3. 2001 Advocates As-
sociation, Bangalore had or-
ganised a function at the high
court Unit to felicitate Mr.
Justice N.Y. Hanumanthappa
who recently took-over as the
Chief Justice of High Court
of Orissa. Chief guests at the
function included Mr. Jus-

tice P V. Reddy, Chief Justice .

of High Court of Karnataka,
Mr. D. B. Chandre Gowda,
minister for law and parlia-
mentary affairs, Government
of Karnataka and Mr. A. N.
Jayaram, advocate general of

Karnataka. Mr. Malleshaiah,
president of AAB presided
over the function.

Miscellany

On11. 3. 2001 Mr. K. R. Ashok
Kumar, advocate, opened his
additional law chamber at No.
70/40/25, IFloor. Lucky Para-
dise, 22nd Cross, 3rd Block,
Jayanagar, Bangalore - 11.

Obituary
We regret to report that :
0O On 1.3.2001 M. G. Satya-
narayana Murthy, advocate and
former editor of ILR (Karnataka),

passed away at Bangalore.
0 On 3. 3. 2001 Puratchi

Dosan, advocate, passed away

at Bangalore.

i o 2001 A S
Ramachandra Rao, advocate
and former District Judge,
passed away at Bangalore.
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experience, formulate
preventive and promotional
steps to steer and accelerate
nation-building, and most
important of all, if conducted
properly, will contribute to
democratic ® renewal by
providing an opportunity to the
successive generations to
participate and thus identify
themselves with the national
goals and institutions. i

The constitution is ideally
projected as a blue-print for
social transformation - neither
for change, nor for stability per
se; socio-legal engineering is the
art of maintaining continuity and
promoting change - the
evolutionary mode. If it fails in
this process, it fails itself.
Historians call the alternative as
the revolutionary mode.

It is a positive sign of good
health that all sections of citizens
are debating the constitution.
Even if the arguments are for
status quo or a set of
amendments or in favour of a
second constitution they reflect
respect for constitutionalism.
The spirit shall triumph over the

letter.
Concluded

Wedding
We are glad to report that :

On 4. 3. 2001 Mr. V. M.
Laksmipathi, advocate, married
Ms. Vanita at Bangalore.

Literary Union

A grand function to
commemorate 125th year of
functioning of Bangalore
Literary Union was held at
Bangalore city civil courts unit
on 22-3-2001. Mr. Justice K.L.
Manjunath, judge, high court
of Karnataka and Prof. L. S.
Seshagiri Rao, renowned poet
and literary critique of Kannada
literature were the chief guests
at the function. Mr. Justice Nittur
Srinivasa Rao, former Chief
Justice of High Court of Mysore,
were felicitated on the occasion.
Mr. Justice P V. Reddy, Chief
Justice of High Court of
Karnataka released the souvenir
titted “Soudamini”. Mr. C. R.
Gopala Swamy, president, BLU,
presided.
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