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HC Warns
Judicial Officer

In an interesting case a
division bench of the Karnataka
High Court comprising Mr. Justice
M. F. Saldanha and Mr. Justice N.
K. Patil pointed out to the judges of
the subordinate courts that high
court cannot shut its eyes if
situations wherein the judicial
officers themselves misconduct.
While dealing with a contempt case
initiated on the basis of a
complaint received from Mr.
Manjunath, Principal civil judge
(Jr. Div.) and JMFC Sidlaghatta
in Kolar District against a
practising Advocate Mr. G.N.
Vishwanathappa that on March 7,
2000 the Advocate had addressed
the court in a highly offensive and
dis-respectful manner. The division
bench found after scrutinising the
court records and several other
court orders passed by the
complainant Judge produced by
‘the Advocate, the Advocate is not
at fault but the complainant Judge
himself is found to be responsible
for the episode. The High Court
warned the complainant Judge to
be careful in dealing with such
situations.

In his defence Mr. Vishwa-
nathappa had contended that he
had not committed contempt of
court as alleged by the
complainent Judge on the
otherhand the Judge was
systematically rude and offensive

. to the members of the Bar. He had
also contended that the
complainant Judge was must
intolerant, refused to listen to
Advocates, in the habit of passing
abrupt and highly damaging orders,
he was necessarily required to
protect the client’s interest and
could not give in to any of the
“bulldozing tactics” adopted by the
Judge. Laying down an important
proposition the division bench
observed that a lawyer has to do
an unpleasant job under difficult
circumstances but even then the
Advocates are required to ensure
the dignity and decorum of the
court. This judgment of March 16,
2002 is important in many ways in
as much as it has evenly balanced
the interest of the Bar and the
Bench in a dispassionate way.

-Demand for HC Bench to North
Karnataka gets new life

An all party delegation
headed by the Chief Minister of
Karnataka Sri S. M. Krishna called
on the Chief Justice of the High
Court of Karnataka Mr. Justice N.
K. Jain at Bangalore on March 18,
2002 appealing to the latter to
reconsider setting up of a bench of
the Karnataka High Court in North
Karnataka. The delegation was able
to secure an assurance from the
Chief Justice that he would
constitute a new committee of high
court judges to submit a report
about the demand and this
committee would objectively
consider the issue without being
influenced by the report of the
previous committee of judges.

Pursuant to this assurance the
Chief Justice has set up a commit-
tee of seven high court judges
headed by the senior most judge of
the high court Mr. G. C. Bharuka.
Other members of the committee
are Mr. Justice R.V. Ravindran, Mr.
Justice P. Vishwanatha Shetty, Mr.
Justice Chandrashekaraiah, Mr.
Justice A. M. Faroog, Mr. Justice H.
Rangavittalachar and Mr. Justice S.
R. Bannurmath. Interestingly Mr.
Justice R. V. Ravindran, Mr. Justice
P. V. Shetty, Mr. Justice Chandra-
shekaraiah and Mr. Justice Farooq
were also members of the previous
committee headed by Mr. Justice
Ashok Bhan which had submitted
its report that the demand for setting
up a High Court bench in North
Karnataka was neither desirable nor
feasible. Though no time frame has

HC Fiat

A division bench of the High
Court of Karnataka has directed that
those Advocates, whose period of
practice including the period as
“Trainee Advocates” was not less
than four years on the last date for
submission of the applications for
the post of civil judges (Jr. Div.) were
eligible for consideration to the post.
The division bench passed the
above order on a petition filed by a
Bangalore based Advocate S.
Ramu.

been fixed for the new committee to
submit its report the Chief Justice
has sought the report as early as
possible.

In the meanwhile the new
committee has decided to seek the
representation of people of the
region. It is noteworthy that the
Chief Minister in his budget speech
for 2002-03 has allocated Rs. 10
crores for this purpose with an
assurance that additional allocation
would be provided during this
financial year itself if need arises.

Circuit Benches

Interestingly, Mr. Justice Patri
Basavana Goud, Judge, High
Court of Karnataka raised the
question of setting up of circuit
benches at Gulbarga and Hubli -
Dharwad. He suggested that
Gulbarga Bar Association to take
up the cause and argue this
proposal before the High Court
Judges Committee.

Permenent Bench for Hubli

In the meanwhile the
highpower committee headed by Dr.
D. M. Nanjundappa, appointed by
the State Government for redressal
of regional imbalances has
recommended that a permanent
bench of the Karnataka High Court
in Hubli and a circuit bench in
Gulbarga may be established. The
report is under active consideration
of the State Government.

International
Criminal Court

The dream of creating a
permanent court to try the world's
most heinous crimes will become a
reality on April 12, 2002, hailed by
many as a landmark human right
achievement but totally rejected by
the US, which fears American
Soldiers abroad may be subjected to
prosecution.

The total number of nations to
ratify the Rome treaty establishing the
International Criminal Court has
reached 66, six more than needed to
bring the treaty into force on July I.

Prosecutors

ineligible

In a judgment delivered on
March 1, a division bench of the
Karnataka High Court ruled that
officers of the Directorate of
Prosecution working as
Prosecutors, Senior Public
Prosecutors and Assistant Public
Prosecutors cannot be
considered as practising
advocates for the purpose of
eligibility for direct recruitment
as District Judges by the High
Court. Mi. Justice P. Vishwanatha
Shetty and Mr. Justice R.
Gururajan upheld the validity of
a memo issued by the
committee constituted by the
high court for considering the
applications filed by candidates.

While dismissing a batch of
writ petitions filed by the
Assotiation of Law Officers of the
Directérate of Prosecutions and
Government Litigations in
Karnataka and few prosecutors the
division bench observed that the
petitioners were recruited as per
rules to the posts of prosecutors
and were in the service of
government.

Review Panel
submits Report

New Delhi, March 31 : The
National Commission to Review
the Working of the Constitution
(NCRWC) headed by the former
Chief Justice of India Mr. Justice
M. N. Venkatachalaiah submitted
its final recommendations to the
Union Government. The
commission which was set up by
the NDA Government in February
2000 has suggested 249
recommendations. The report with
2000 pages was received by Mr.
Arun Jaitley, the Union Law and
Justice Minister on behalf of the
Govermnment.
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The business of the court is to try the case, and not the man;
and a very bad man may have a very righteous cause.

- Thompson vs. Church

Fresh look needed

Conviction and sentencing of
renowned  personality Ms.
Arundhati Roy by the apex court
on the charges of contempt of
court "has brought into focus
national and international opinion
vis-a-vis the cencept of the
contempt of court. While there can
be no second opinion that the
majesty of the court cannot be
slighted, its authority and
functioning hampered by anyone a
close look at the stringent law
suggest that a fresh look on the
subject requires to be taken.

Quite often the law of
contempt of court is held as a
shiéld to protect the incumbant
judges rather than as a tool to
discourage persons  from
scandalising the institution of
courts. Unlike in other instances
the judges of the same court
adjudicate on the charge levelled
against an accused for committing
contempt of court. In otherwords
the role of the complainant, the
prosecutor and the adjudicator is
assumed by the court which
proceeds against the accused in a
given case. It is quite natural that
the principles of natural justice is
conveniently given a go bye due to
the law on the subject which
empowers the very courts to take
cognizance of alleged offences
enumerated under the Act.

Judges by definition could be
impartial arbitors / adjudicators in
respect of litigation involving
litigants. But the same cannot be
said about the cases involving
contempt of court charges. Here
again, it is alright in respect of
contempt cases involving civil
jurisdiction. When it comes to
criminal contempt, wherein suo
moto action is initiated, impartiality
of the judges cannot be taken for
granted. Justice should not only be
done but it should appear that in
fact justice has been done. Is it
not better that while invoking
criminal contempt jurisdiction the
court must agitate the complaint
before an independent authority
other than the court which
complains of delinquency on the
part of the accused. It is hightime
that the law makers should think of
providing such a mechanism
where the courts should only have
the role of a complainant.

Often the sentences passed
by courts in individual cases have
varied. In otherwords there is no
yardstick or standardisation with
regard to sentencing of the ac-
cused. Beginning from acceptance
of apology, admonition of the ac-
cused, symbolic sentencing / fining
to other rigorous modes of penal-
ties the courts have adopted differ-
ent measures while dealing with
contemnors. This is one area which
requires to be certain lest persons
indulging in acts constituting con-

tempt of court should know in ad-
vance the consequences of their
acts and omissions. If a court

--awards symbolic punishment on a

contemnor who had deliberately in-
dulged in committing contempt of
court or another contemnor where
the contempt proved is of a insig-
nificant nature is visited with strin-
gent punishment the very purpose
of dealing with contemnors gets
defeated. In this sense of the mat-
ter standard punishments requires
to be part of the sentencing provi-
sions, lest it 8hould not be left to
the whims of judges.

Dissent is the essence of
democracy. Judiciary is a part of
democratic set up. Therefore
judges should not overreact to a
situation as if the contempt
jurisdiction is pannacea for all
situations. Contempt jurisdiction
should be exercised sparingly,
even under the existing law,
wherein people must have full right
to express their views with regard
to the functioning of courts unless
such views/opinions have a
deliberate intention of scandalising
courts and or demeaning the
authority of the court. If, always
the weapon of contempt of court
held against persons the efficacy
of the law itself will be reduced.

It is in this background the
social philosophy of the judges
come into play. A progressive,
reformist judge can view an
incident lightly whereas a
conservative judge can make a
mountain out of a mole. After all
the judges are also human beings
susceptible to personal views,
emotions and or prejudices like
any human beings.

Instances are not wanting
where judges themselves have
committed contempt of court,
contempt of bar and contempt of
litigants. While a judge must have
freedom to deal with a case before
him certainly he cannot treat it as a
license to belittle the members of
the bar or the litigants vis-a-vis
their privileges, rights and
constitutional gurantees. It is in this
sense judges must be disciplined
as against their attempts to invade
the latters legitimate functions. The
law of contempt of court does not
deal with this aspect.

Contempt of Courts Act, 1971
which repealed the previous Act of
1952, has for its objectives “to
define and limit the powers of
certain courts in contempt of
courts” strangely did not define the
concept of contempt of court nor
provided for any procedure in itself.
It is mostly left to court to be
guided by practice and precedents
as well as the rules framed by
various courts. |t is therefore
essential that this enactment
requires a fresh look.

Kolar Diary

& On 6.3.2002 general body
meeting of the Kolar Bar Associ-
ation was held in which a
resolution was adopted condoling
the sad demise of the Lok Sabha
speaker GMC Balayogi. As a mark
of respect to the departed soul
lawyers abstained from attending
courts.

O On 16.3.2002 under the joint
auspices of the Taluk Legal
Services Authority, Bagepalli,
Bagepalli Advocates Association,
Swarna Jayanthi Shahari Rozgar
Yojana and Sthree Shakthi Yojana
legal literacy and Legal and
programme was held at Govern
ment Junior College, Bagepalli. Mr.
‘G. Narahari, Principal, District and
Sessions Judge, Kolar inaguarated
the programme. Mr. S. N. Kempe
Gowdar Executive Member-
Secretary, Karnataka State Legal
Services Authority, Bangalore,
presided

O On 19.3.2002 Sri G. Narahari,

- Principal District and Sessions

Judge, Kolar, inagurated a camp for
legal awareness and legal aid at
Govemment High School Annihalli,
Kolar Taluk. Sri K. Srinivasa
Gowda, MLA from Kolar presided.

O On 30.3.2002 renowned writer
and Advocate Sri H. R. Shankara-
narayana from Bangalore

addressed the members of

Advocates Association Kolar on
the topic ‘humour'. Mr. K.
Suryanarayana Rao, Editor,
Communique also addressed the
gathering. Mr. G. Narahari,
Principal District and Sessions
Judge, the chief guest, also
addressed the gathering. Mr. J. G.
Chandramohan, Advocate,
introduced the guests. Mr. N.
Sampath Kumar, President of the
Association welcomed the guests.
Mr. T. Amarendra, Secretary of the
Association, proposed vote of
thanks.

Beat but don’t
break bones

In a judgment that may upset
advocates of women'’s rights, a
Dubai court has ruled that a man
can beat his wife to discipline her
provided the punishment should
not damage her bones or deform
her.

The court also held that a
woman may ask her husband for
a divorce if he injures her, either by
words or actions and granted a
woman divorce and maintanance.

Karnataka Rent
Act, 1999

A. G. Holla, Senior Advocate
From last issue

Postscript

The controversy regarding
applicability of the Karnataka Rent
Control Act to a contractual lease for
a fixed term raised by the two Full
Bench decisions namely, (1)
Bombay Tyres International Ltd. Vs.
K. S. Prakash - ILR 1997 KAR 111
and (2) Sri Ramakrishna Theatres
Ltd. Vs. General Investments and
Commercial Corporation Ltd. - ILR
1992 KAR 1296 has since been
resolved by the Supreme Court in
Laxmidas Bapudas Darbar Vs.
Rudravva reported in 2001 (7) SCC
409. The Supreme Court has
overruled the law laid down by the
decision in Sri Ramakrishna
Theatres Ltd. case - ILR 1992 KAR
1296. The Supreme Court has laid
down the law thus at para 18 & 19.

18. The effect of non obstante
clause contained under section
21 of the Karnataka Rent Act
on the fixed-term contractual
lease may be explained as
follows :

(i) On expiry of period of the
fixed-term lease, the tenant
would be liable for eviction
only on the grounds as
enumerated in clauses (a)
to (p) of sub-section (1) of
section 21 of the Act.

(ii) Any ground contained in
the agreement of lease
other than or in addition to
the grounds enumerated in
clauses (a) to (p) of sub-
section (1) of section 21 of
the Act shall remain
inoperative.

(iii) Proceedings for eviction of
a tenant under a fixed-term
contractual lease can be
initiated during subsistence
or currency of the lease
only on a ground as may
be enumerated in clauses
(a) to (p) of sub-section (1)
of section 21 of the Act and
it is also provided as one of
the grounds for forfeiture of
the lease rights in the
lease deed, not otherwise.

(iv) The period of fixed-term
lease is ensured and
remains protected except in
the cases indicated in the
preceding paragraph.

19. With great respect therefore, in
our view, the decision in the
case of Dhanapal Chettiar has
not been correctly construed in
the case of Sri Lakshmi
Venkateshwara Enterprises (P)
Ltd. and it no more holds good
nor the Full Bench decision
following it, in the case of
Bombay Tyres International Ltd.
The earlier judgement of the
Full Bench of the high court in
the case of Sri Ramakrishna
Theatres Ltd. lays down the law
correctly. (concluded)
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U Inaspecial general body
meeting of AAB held on 1.3.2002 at
the city unit a unanimous resolution
was adopted condemning the
ghastly killing of 58 karsevaks at
Godhra (Gujarat) travelling in
Sabarmati Express by
communalists. One minute silence
was observed at the meeting in
memory of the innocent victims. Mr.
K.N. Subba Reddy, President AAB,
in his address called upon unity
among all sections of people to
combat the evil designs of
communalists who are bent upon
dividing people. Mr. H. M.
Mariyappa, the General Secretary,
in his speech condemned the
incident as a challenge to a civilised
society.

O In a meeting of the AAB,
Magistrates court unit, held on
4.3.2002 Mr. JusticeM. F. Saldanha
spoke on the recent changes
brought about to section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881.
The meeting was presided over by
Mr. K. N. Subba Reddy, President
AAB.

Bi0n. 5.3.2002 Mk K.
Chandrashekar, Mayor of
Bangalore, addressed the
members of AAB city unit on the
subject ‘clean Bangalore and
infrastructure facilities'. Mr. Ashok
Dalwai, commissioner of BMP who
was the chief guest of the function
also addressed the members. Mr.
K. N. Subba Reddy presided.

O On 7.3.2002 a seminar on self
assessment scheme and capital
value system was organised by
the AAB in the High Court Unit.
The speakers included Mr. K.
Narayana Swamy, former Mayor of
Bangalore, Mr. P. S. Manjunath,
Advocate and Mr. Ganga Byraiah,
former leader of the opposition in
BMP. Mr. K. N. Subba Reddy,
presided over the seminar.

O On 20.3.2002 under the joint
auspices of AAB and Lions Eye
Hospital, Bangalore, an eye
screening camp was held at the
AAB city auditorium. Sri D. B.
Chandra Gowda, Minister for Law
and Parliamentary affairs,
Government of Karnataka
inagurated the camp. Sri K.
Ramanna, Principal City Civil and
Sessions Judge, Bangalore and
Lion BLS Murthy, Managing
Trustee, Lions Eye Hospital were
the chief guests. Mr. K. N. Subba
Reddy who presided over the
function welcomed the guests. Mr.
H. M. Mariyappa, General
Secretary, AAB, proposed vote of
thanks.

O On 23.3.2002 under the joint
auspices of AAB and Lions Club,
J. P. Nagar a comprehensive
trauma consortium awareness
programme was held at city

Communique
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News Focus

auditorium of AAB.The programme
was inagurated by Sri Mallikarjuna
Kharge, @ Home
Government of Karnataka. Dr.
Venkataramana, Neuro-Surgeon
and Convenor CTC and Lion
Chandrashekhar were the chief
guests. Sri K. N. Subba Reddy,
President, AAB, presided.

O On 30.3.2002 Ms. Justice
Manjula Chellur, Judge, High Court
of Karnataka, inagurated ‘Brihat Lok
Adalat’, programme jointly
sponsored by Taluk Legal Services
Authority and Advocates
Association, Ranebennur at
Ranebennur. Mr. K. B. Koliwad, MLA
of Ranebennur was the chief guest.
Mr. V V Angadi District and
Sessions Judge Haveri, presided
over the function. Mr. A. R. Khan,
civil judge (Jr. Div.) and JMFC
Ranebennur and Mr. S. S.
Ramalingannanavar, President,
Advocates Association,
Renebennur, were also present.

Lawyer held for
Cheating

Upparpet police has arrested
legal advisor of a seed company
on charges of cheating the
company fo the tune of Rs. 72
lakhs. On a complaint lodged by
Advanta Seed Company police
arrested Mr. B. N. Shivanna (31) of
Padma-nabhanagar (native of
Kunigal) on March 2, 2002.
According to the complaint
Shivanna cautioned the
management of the company that
farmers had committed suicide
due to poor quality seeds and as
many as 631 criminal cases had
been registered against the
company in different courts all
over the state. He suggested the

.company to approach the High

Court in the matter. He collected
Rs. 10,000 as court fee and fee
varying from Rs. 1,000-3,000 from
the company, allegedly prepared
fake court summons against the
company and 318 fake court
orders dismissing petitions filed by
the company. The fraud came to
light when the company grew
suspicious and obtained services
of another lawyer Mr. B. K.
Sampath Kumar. To its surprise the
company found that in fact no case
had been filed against it.
Simulteneously the Registrar of
High Court also filed a complaint
with Vidhan Soudha Police against
Mr. Shivanna.

Later a division bench of the
High Court comprising Mr. Justice
M. F. Saldanha and Mr. Justice N.
K. Patil, suo moto initiated a
criminal contempt case against the
accused and directed the police to
produce him before the court.

Minister,.

Tithits

O Uttarpradesh is presently
reeling under a major power crisis.
Non-recovery of power tariffs from
bulk consumer has added to the
voes of the state electricity board.
Amongst other consumers the
board is yet to recover a whopping
some of Rs. 8 lakhs from the guest
house for high court judges.

O Recently the office and
residence of the Chairman of
Punjab Public Service Commission
were raided. Opening of bank
lockers of the PPSC Chairman Mr.
Ravindra Pal Singh Sidhu, his
relatives and frontmen resulted in
recovery of huge cash stashed
therein. Preliminary enquiries reveal
that he used to collect huge sums
from job-seekers and of their
parents. The persons who had paid
illegal gratifications to secure plum
posts to their offsprings included
politicians, top beaurocrats and
high court judges in the state.

O Ms. Arundhati Roy, Narmada
Bachao Andolan activist and
Booker Prize Winner came out of
Tihar Jail on March 7, 2002 after
paying fine of Rs. 2,000 and
serving a day’s sentence (on
March 6) after the Supreme Court
convicted her of charges of
contempt of court.

KICA thanks CM

Karnataka Tax Consultants
Association, Bangalore, sent a
letter dated March 27, 2002
thanking Sri S. M. Krishna, Chief
Minister of Karnataka, for
accepting its demand for restoring
power of stay to the State
Appellate Tribunal with effect from
April 1, 2002. It is noteworthy that
the power to grant interim stay had
been revoked by the state
government about 14 years ago.
Since then KTCA has been
agitating before all the concerned
to restore the power of stay to the
Appellate Tribunal.

Readers Write

Mr. K. V. Chikkappaji Gowda,
Advocate, writes that

O The BDA while publishing

preliminary notification for
acquisition of lands in
Sonnenahalli, Ramasandra,

Kommagatta and Kengeri for the
formation of proposed Sir M.
Vishweshwaraiah Layout has not
obtained sanction of the 'scheme
from the Government as required
under the provisions of sec. 16 of
BDA Act, 1976. He is of the view
that this lacuna has vitiated the
acquisition proceedings and may
affect the future site allottees.

O The Advocate Association
Bangalore is not uniformally
observing the practice of making
obtuary references and that in
future this practice be observed
uniformally.
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Welfare Measure

You are aware that an
Advocates’ block with 6 wards
and twelve beds, has been
functioning in the Victoria
Hospital, Bangalore. Members
of the Advocates Co-operative
Society and their dependents
are eligible for admission.
Needy members can avail the
facility by obtaining letter from
the society. Charges of Rs. 50
for non A/c'and Rs. 100 for A/
¢ accomadation requires to be
paid for admission.

Advocates’
Literary Union

O In a function held at the AAB
auditorium on March 18, 2002
under the auspices of the union Mr.
Justice V. G. Sabhahit, Judge, High
Court of Karnataka released a
kannada monthly periodical titled
“Prakruthi - Bayalu”. Mr. T, N,
Venkata Reddy, President of the
union, presided. Editor of the
periodical Mr. G. Mahadevaprasad
was also present.

O On21.3.2002 Sri Jayanth
Kumar Das performed a sitar recital
under the auspices of the union at
the city auditorium of AAB.

O On 23.3.2002 The Union
felicitated renowned humourist,
writer and Advocate Sri H. R.
Shankaranarayana (Ha. Ra).
Renowned Kannada litterateurs
Prof. L. S. Seshagiri Rao, Dr.
Prabhu Shankar and Aa. Ra..Mitra
were the chief guests at the
function. Mr. K. N. Subba Reddy,
President, AAB was the special
guest. The function was presided
over by Mr. T. M. Venkata Reddy,
President of the Union. Mr. C.
Prakash, Advocate, introduced Sri
Ha. Ra. Mr. N. S. Satyanarayana
Gupta, Advocate, compered the
programme. Mr. N. C. Narayana,
Secretary of the Union welcomed
the guests. Mr. V. S. Hegde,
Treasurer of the Union, proposed
vote of thanks.

Campus Watch

On 27.3.2002 students of V.
V. Puram Law College, Bangalore,
celebrated ‘Spurthi - 2002’ at the
Town Hall.

Miscellany

On 22.3.2002 Mr. Gopala
Bilalmane, Advocate, opened his
new chamber at No. 21/2, 3rd Floor,
1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bangalore - 560 009. Ph. : (O)
2351965 (R) 5701634
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-~ Humour in
Courts

O A rich person died leaving be-
hind a will in favour of his minor
son. The recitals of the will stated
that “whatever” my brother (execu-
tor of the will) likes let him give
that to my son. The executor of-
fered 100 acres of land to the minor
son by retaining 900 acres of land
for himself. The matter went to
court. The executor contended that
the testator had authorised him to
give whatever he (executor) likes.
Lawyer for the petitioner contended
that the recital in the will only meant
that “whatever my brother likes, let
him give that to my son”. The court
passed the order in favour of the
son.

O After a heated exchange of
words the lawyer was leaving court
hali.

Judge : Do | understand that
you wish to show contempt to the
court?

Lawyer : No your honour, | am
trying to conceal it.

Courtesy : Humour Club Bulletin

O A gang of robbers broke into
a Lawyers’ Club by mistake. The
old lawyers gave them a fight for
their lives. The gang was very
happy to escape.

“It isn't so bad” one crook
noted.

“We got out with Rs. 25
between us”.
“l warned you to stay clear of
lawyers!” the boss screamed.
“We had over Rs. 100 when
we broke in”.
Codrtesy : TOl / JG

Lahari Law *

Academy

The Academy is holding a
seminar “an introduction to cyber
laws and digital signatures” on June
8, 2002 at Bangalore. Mr. Rohas
Nagpal, President, Asian School of
Cyber Laws, Pune, will be the
faculty member. The topics to be
covered in this seminar are
overview of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, E-Contracts
and Digital Signature - related
issues and Penalties and offences
under the Information Technoogy
Act, 2000. Limited admissions are
available on registration. Contact
Mr. P.G.C. Chengappa, the Director
of the Academy Ph. (O) 2255635,
(R) 6721154

Wedding

We are glad to report that :

g On 3.3.2002 Mr. Kumar V.
Nagwand Advocate, Hirekerur,
Haveri District Married Ms. Rekha
at Harihar, Davangere District.

Artificial Reproduction

In human species,
reproduction, which is the result of
a biological act, is quite delightful
to the man and woman responsible
for that. That may be true to the
narrow confirmes of their family at
large and possibly even to the
community at large, when
reproduction is at a very high
strata of the society.

Healthy reproduction, in an
organised society is the result of
sexual intercourse in legally
wedded. However, this traditional
view is not ignorant of reproduction
otherwise too, if not our statute
book would have been silent about
crimes connected with sex. Here,
all along, sexual intercourse is
presumed for reproduction.

Biologically speaking,
reproduction, as a result of sexual
intercourse, presumes fertility in
the partners to intercourse. In other
words, sexual intercourse with only
reproductive fertility in the partners
is the cause to effect a
reproduction. The medical fraternity
was attracted towards unravelling
the cause of infertility with a view
to assist successful reproduction.
However, their effort to understand
the whys of infertility was to wait
until the development of
microscope in the eighteenth
century. It is in that century efforts
to combat infertility was made_by
means of artificial insemination

~"with husbands semen, only after

gaining knowledge that
spermatozoa are essential for
fertilisation efforts.

In the Nineteenth century it
was possible to describe and
recognise ovum in females.
However with rapid rise in human
population on this planet, attention
of reproductive scientists was
more atiracted towards controlling
fertility with a view to reduce the
size or say, the quantum of
reproduction.

With the advances in
technology of controlling fertility as
well as reproduction, there is
astounding medical advances in
the last four decades of the last
century in the diagnosis and
treatment of human fertility. Thus
new knowledge has been added
related to infertility, to Physiology,
Embryology and Cellular Pathology.
Although it is not our effort, here
to delve deep into those subjects,
it may be stated, that such
studies “encompassing the area of
cervix, the endometrium, the adult
factor, remain today the diagnosis

A Challenge to Jurists

MVR Rao, Bangalore

and theory” of infertility in human
species.

Now as a result of these
developments in the medical
world, sexual intercourse on the
one hand, can take place without
the risk of reproduction and
reproduction need not now be
preceeded by the sexual
intercourse, on the other. In other
words, modern medical technology
has made it possible for the ovum
and sperm to meet and begin
development of a new human
being rather quite independent of
the physical union of man and
woman. This process of human
reproduction is popularly stated as
artificial reproduction.

The positive result of this
development is bestowing
reproduction to the infertile couple.
On the negative part, new
techniques of reproduction is
destroying (though not totally) the
social and legal concept of who
should have sexual intercourse
with whom, and is bringing about
a change in social mores, attitudes
and behaviour. With the
emancipation of woman on the one
hand and possibility of reproduction
without intercourse on the other,
whether the family, as we mean
traditionally, survives? At this
stage it is essential to bear in mind
that the aims and objectives of
medical technologist is basically to
assist the infertile couple to have
a baby of their own in order to
alleviate the stress and strains
they undergo for the lack of it,
besides a natural curiosity of a
scientist to look for whys and
wherefores of the subject of
reproduction in particular. However
with vast improvement in the
concept and technique of
reproduction quite independent of
sexual intercourse and the result of
application of those techniques are
throwing more and more problems
to Sociologists and Jurists.

PIL to ban porn
sites

The Madras High Court has
been moved o ban pornographic
sites and act against Internet
Centres violating IT Act to prevent
minors from having access to
obscene material.

The petitioner contended that
as there was no age restriction on
the use of browsing centres, even
school children had access to
pornographic material on the net.

Your attention
please

As per the amendmenrt incor-
porated to Sec. 27(1) (a) & (b) of
the Advocates Welfare Fund Act
Welfare Fund Stamps of denomi-
nation of Rs. 5 requires to be af-
fixed on each vakalath / memo of
appearance filed into the District
court or courts subordinate to it
and welfare fund stamp worth Rs.
10 has to be affixed on each
vakalath/memo of appearance filed
into High Court, Supreme Court, all
tribunals and other authorities. This
amendment has been brought into
force with the enactment of Advo-
cates Welfare Fund Act, 2001.

A Law College
for Women

For the first time in the
country, a law college exclusively
for women will be set up in
Bangalore. The Bar Council of India
(BCI) has approved the Bishop
Cotton Women’s Christian
College’s request for running a five
year law course.

To be introduced from the
next academic year, the proposed
law college is to be run by “Bishop
Cotton Women's Law College”,
under the Church of South India,
Karnataka Control Diocese. The
management has sought
permission from the government,
and Bangalore University has
granted affiliation.

“It is a good step in the field of
legal education, so that women
can -make themselves self-
dependent and self-cautious”, the
BCI said in its approval letter.

BCI, however, demands from
the management that an
independent principal be appointed
for law college. “A corpus fund of
Rs. 10 lakh must be opened and
staff appointed with the UGC
scale”.

Obituary

We regret to report that

0 On 3.3.2002 P. Subba Rao
Advocate, passed away atf
Bangalore.

O On 7.3.2002 C. Sharada,
Advocate, Former Administrator
General and former Deputy Mayor
of Bangalore, passed away at
Bangalore.

O On 15.3.2002 B. M. Chandra-
shekharaiah, former District Judge
and Advocate, passed away at
Bangalore.

O On 20.3.2002 S. Shanka-
rappa, retired Assistant Commi-
ssioner and Advocate passed
away at Bangalore.

‘aQ On 29.3.2002 Mohandas N.
Hegde (72), Advocate, passed
away at Bangalore.
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