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Laws relating to army
are archaic.

In a significant judgment delivered
during last week of April, 2000 a
three judge bench of the apex court
termed the laws governing general court
martials (GCM) in army as archaic and
chasteised the government for not

bringing changes in the Army Act in

the light of changes effected by other
C_Iemocracies. The court observed that
“even to-day, the law ralating to armed
forces rémain static requiring changes
keeping in"view the supreme c_ourt’s
observations made in 19892, the
constitutional mandate and the changes

effected by other democratic,

countries.”
disposed off an appeal against general
court martials procedings.

Court Building
inaugurated

On 15.4.2000 Mr. Justice
G.C. Bharuka, Judge, High court of
Karnataka inaugurated the new court
building of Civil Judge (Jr. Dn) and
JMFC, Kanakapura. Sri PGR Sindhya,
former Minister and MLA presided
over the function. The function was
attended by host of ministers,
|eg|siators, President of T M C. jUdlClal

officers and advocates:

Ramnavami Celebrations _

O "On12.4.2000 SriRamanavami
was celebrated with gaiety and religious
fervour at AAB, City Unit. Sri H.L.
Narasimha Murthy, Advocate, had
made good arrangements for the
celebration.

O On the same day Sri Ramanavami
was celebrated,at AAB, Mayohall
unit. Sumptous lunch was also provided
after the pooja to all the participants.

O On the same day Sri Ramanavami
was celebrated by the judicial
department employees’ at the office of
the court of small causes, Bangalore.

By this judgment apex court

Judicial activism is not an unguided missile
- Justice A. S. Anand

Judicial activism is not an unguided missile but a process based on well
established principles who's aim is to maintain the rule of law, Chief Justice of
India Mr. Justice A.S. Anand declared. He was delivering the RC Dhiya
memorial lecture at Birla Auditorium, Jaipur on April 1, 2000 The Topic of
his lecture was “parameters of judicial review"”.

Giving a contemporary-ana|ogy,
Justice Anand referred the role of
courts as that of a “match referee” who
whistles the moment ball goes out of
the play ground and becomes silent
once the match restarts. The role of
referee is not to be a participant in the
match but only that of an impartial
arbiter. Justice Anand maintained that
judicial review is an inseparable part
of constitutional rule whose objective
is only to ensure the continuance of
rulé of law. Quoting Justice Marshall
in Madison vs Marbery (1803).
Justice Anand said that “it is the duty
of the court to say what is law and
strike down any law which contravenes
" Justice Anand
maintained that this ruling is not only
applicable to America but to all the
countries world over including India.

Mr. Anand stressed that
judiciary must also understand that the
scope of judicial review is not
unlimited. Judiciary has no discretion
of it's own unlike government which
has the prerogative of evaluating the
principles and policies of the state.
Judiciary has to only see that whether

the constitution.

the particular policy, law or action of
the government is in consonance with
the constitution. Even so judiciary
cannot say whether any princip]e or
law is good or bad. He said the
judiciary has to know it’s limits. Justice
Anand reitarated that judicial review
is not an arbitary action and judicial
activism is not an_unguided missile.
Giving the example of Delhi’s
environmental pollusion, Justice

Anand said, “We told the Delhi

Administration that regulation of
environmental pollution is not our job
and éven we don't want to do it. We
are only telling you to do this job and
there is power under the law to tell

SO.

The chief justice said that the
judge is not only responsible to his

' conscience but also to 100 crore -

people of this country in whom the
ultimate sovereignty lies. While
refering to another fact of the
parameters of judicial review he said
that there is no requirement that all
procedure should be established
under the constitution. In A.K.
Gopalan's case (1950) it was held
that all procedure established under
law will be considered as
constitutional. But in maneka gandhi’s
case (1978) supreme court while
reviewing it's earlier decision held that
procedure should be fair, balanced
and impartial, besides should stand
the test of principles of natural justice.

* Justice: Anand described the period

of journey between A K. Gopalan
and maneka gandhi as quit, exiting in
expanding the scope of judicial review.

At the samegtime the chief justice
emphasised that the executive must
know that the task of the judiciary is
to protect peoples rights. 1f the
judiciary starts claiming that it is the
creator of peoples rights it will be
transgressing its limits and it will loose
the peop]es confidence. Justice
Anand said that judiciary is protector
of constitution.

See Page 3

Around the Courts

O Sec.19 of the Hindu Adoptions
and Maintenance Act, 1956 - Parents
of a hindu widow are liable to pay
maintenance;

A division bench of.the supreme

court comprising Mr. Justice SB
Majumdar and Mr. Justice MJ Rao has

ruled that a widowed daughter, if she has

no income of her own or no estate of her
husband to fall back, can claim
maintenance from her father or mother. In
the judgement delivered on April 21,
9000 the court after examining the scope
and ambit of sec. 19 of the Hindu

- Adoptions and Maintenance Act,

1956 held that the said provision creates
an independent and personal right against
the father or mother during their lifetime
if the daughter is unable to maintain
herself out of her earnings or other
property.

O Compassionate employment -
drawing of two deaness allowences-not

 entitled to :

In a judgement delivered during the

“second week of April, 2000 a division

bench comprising Justice VN Khare and
Justice Y K Sabharwal ruled that if a
widow is given employment on
compassionate grounds after the death of
her husband who was employed in
Railways such employee is not entitled
to draw dearness allowance on the family
pension received by her as a wife of
deceased employee. Allowing an appeal
filed by the Railways against the judgment
and order of CAT which had taken the
view that after the demise of her husband
the widow was re employed, the division
bench held that “technically; she has come
in employment in substitution of her
husband.” Answering the claim of the
respondent - employee the court
observed “under the rules she was not
entitled to draw two dearness reliefs -
one of the salary and the other on family
pension paid to her.” However, the
bench refused to allow the Railways to
recover the excess dearness relief paid to
her terming such excess payment as being
voluntary in nature. The employee had
contended that she is the sole bread
earner for the family and her financial
condition was bad and the excess amount
paic[, if recovered, would cause economic
hardship to her.
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Transfers and
Postings

The following transfers and
postings of judicial officers have been
ordered during April, 2000. These
transfers and postings will take effect

from 22 5 2000.

City Civil Courts

1. Mr. D. Vishweshwara Bhat,
Registrar, has been transferred as
Addl. Civil Judge, Shimoga and
Mr. Narasimha S. Kdlakarni will
be the new Registrar;

2. Mr. Marthanda Parappa Tonni
will be the new Deputy
Registrar.

3. Mr. D. Krishnappa (CCH 2)
has been transferred as | Addl.
District and Sessions Judge,
Mysore;

4. Mr. Budihal Rudrappa
Bheemappa (CCH 4) has been
transferred as | Addl. District
and Sessions Judge, Raichur ;

5. Mr. Chowdapurkar Arun
(CCH 10) has been transferred
as Il Addl. District and Sessions
Judge. Chitradurga ;

M. G. Hiremath
(CCH1 3) has been transferred

as Judge, | Add!. Family Court,

Bangalore;

7. Mr. N.H. Savalagi (CCH 16)
has been transferred as Addl.
Lokayuktha,

Registrar,
Bangalore;

8. Mr. A.V. Chandrashekar
(CCH 17) has been transferred
as | Addl. District and Sessions
Judge, Mangalore;

9. Mr. Vishwanath Virupaksha
Angadi (CCH 292) has been
transferred as Il Addl. District
and Sessions Judge Belgaum;

10. Mr. H.M. Bharatesh will be the
Il Addl. District and Sessions
Judge;, (CCH 17);

11. Mr. G.T. Veerabhadrappa will
be the V Addl. District and
Sessions Judge (CCH 13);

12. M. K. Radhakrishna Holla will
be the X Addl. District and
Sessions Judge. (CCH 26);
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Bangalore Rural
District

Mr. H.V. Ramachandra Rao, |
Add| District and Sessions
Judge has been transferred as
the Presiding Officer, Labour
Court, Madikeri ;

Mr. S.D. Paramaj has been

shifted as the | Addl. District

- and Sessions Judge vice Mr.

H.V. Ramachandra Rao;

Mr. T. Rajashekaraiah has been
posted as Il Addl. District and
Sessions Judge, vice Mr. S.D.

Paramaj.

Family Courts

Ms. Rathna Kala, Judge, |
Addl. Family Court has been

transferred as the Presiding
Officer, Labour Court, Mysore;

Mr. M.G. Hiremath will replace

Ms. Rathna Kala;

Court of Small
Causes

Mr.- Tekkalki Vittal Rao, Prl. C
J, Hubli is posted as Il Addl.

Judge, court of small causes,

Bangalore vice Mr. M M Khan

who has been transferred as Prl.

CJand CJ M, Belgaum;

M. T H Narayana Gowda, IV
Addl. CMM, Bangalore is
posted as Addl. Judge, court of
small causes, Bangalore vice Mr.
M K Purohit who has been
transferred as Pid. C J and C J
M, Mandya;

Mr. . Vasanth Huchappa
Mulasavalgi, head of legal cell,

- PWD and Irrigation Depts,

Bangalore is posted as XVII
Addl. Judge, court of small
causes, Bangalore. vice Mr.
S.G. Kashimath, who has been
transferred as C J and C J M,

Raichur;

Mr. M S Shankargulli, head of
legal cell. D.P. & A.R.,
Bangalore is posted as X Addl.
Judge, court of small causes,
Bangalore vice Mr. PA.
Shivaprasad Naik who has been
transferred as Il Addl. CM M,

Bangalore;

o

1.

Mr. G.D. Narasimha Murthy.
head of legal cell, Energy, City
Development and Housing
Dept., Bangalore is posted as
XIV Addl. Judge, court of small
causes, Bangalore Vice Mr.
A.S. Bellunke, who has been
transferred as head of legal cell,
PWD and lrrigation Depts,

Bangalore;

M:r. B.V. Prakash, C J , Udupi

is posted as [l Addl. Judge,

court of small causes, Bangalore

vice Mr. Belavigi Basavaraj

Basappa who has been

transferred as head of legal cell
- Education Dept., Bangalore;

Magistrate Courts

Mr. Jayateerth N. Havanur, [l
Addl CMM, Bansgalore is
_posted as | Addl. CMM
Bangalore vice Mr. Narasimha
S. Kulkarni who has been
transferred as the Registrar, City
Civil Court, Bangalore;

Mr. PA. Shiva Prasad Naik, X
Addl Judge, Court of small

causes, Bangalore is posted as |

Addl. CMM Bangalore vice

“Mr. B.M. Sindagi who has been

transferred as Addl. Civil Judge,
Blda %

Mr. K.S. Venkoba Rao, Leave
Reserve, HOK, Bangalore is
posted as Ill Addl CMM

Bangalore vice Mr. Jayateerth N -

Havanur, who has been

transferred as | Addl CMM, -

Bangalore;

Mr. S O Ingalgi, head of legal
cell, UKP, Bagalkot is posted as
IV Addl CMM Bangalore vice
Mr. TH. Narayana Gowda
who has been transferred as
Addl. Judge, court of small

causes, Bangalore;

Mr. Madappa S. Kanti, C J &
JMFC, Holenarasipur is posted
as XI Addl CMM Bangalore
vice Mr. R.M. Shettar who has

. been transferred as Prl. CIM,

Bijapur;

Mr. S.N. Kempegoudar, CJ,
Virajpet is posted as XV| Addl
CMM Bangalore vice Mr. K.N.
Ninge Gowda who has been
tranferred as Prl. CJ and CUM
Tumkur;
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7. Mr S.M. Reddy. Pi, CJ &
CJM, Belgaum is posted as
presiding officer, special court for
Economic Offences, Bangalore
Vice Mr. Avin Thippanna
Hanumappa who has been
transferred as Pl. CJ & CJM,
Gulbarga;

ETHICS & THE LEGAL
PROFESSION

— C. Srinivasa lyengar

.

A lawyer is entrusted with heavy
public trust and it should not be
forfeited by legalising or licencing fights
for briefs, affrays in the rush towards
clients, under cutting and wrangling
among members. Law is not a trade,
no merchandise so the leaven of
commercial competition ahd
procurement should not vulgarise the
profession. That snatching of briefs at
the door of the court house and
infighting for this purpose is too
dishonourable, disgraceful and

unbecomming of the profession.

If such things had truely
happened then it is difficult to call the
legal profession a noble one, and it is
equally difficult to understand whether
the deviant behaviour sound then
there is little todistinguish between the

Railway porters and the legal

profession.

Legal profession ordains high
level moral as in the means as in the
ends. Canons of professional conduct

is of utmost importance. Be it

- remembered that the central function

of the legal profession is to promote‘
administration of justice. However the
canons of conduct cannot be
regularised into rigid rules but felt by

the collective conscience of the legal

' practitioners as right.

One should always remember
that the legal profession is an integral
part of the judicial system. Therefore
the erudite members of the legal
fraternity shouldstrive their utmost to
maintain the high standard and dignity

of this noble profession.

“
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VIEWS AND VIGNETTES

O My quibble is not with justice
Chandra Chud's conclusions but with
the way he has approached his job.
Almost as if his brief was to go through
the motions, spend long hours with
cricketers past and present and the
hacks on the cricket beat, discussing
the problems in the cricket world in a
manner that sounds clubby, to say the
least. Consider, for example, his
conclusion on the reports that, worried
by suspicions of match-fixing, Ajit
Wadekar had once put taps on the
players’ phones. Chandrachud says:
“| consider it hardly likely that a man
of such wide and large experience as
Ajit Wadekar will indulge in the
gimmick of tapping the phones of the
players. | answer this question
accordingly. “It is just as well, you'd
think, that the Delhi policemen were
not people of “such wide experience”
as to have indulged in the same
gimmick. If the judge has shown a bit
more inquisitiveness, he would have
come up with something more
substantive long before the cronje
episode and perhaps a real inquiry
report from him would have helped
stem the rot in cricket before it had

gone so deep. But why blame
Chandra Chud alone?

But given what our judicial
commissions have delivered of late, we
might be better off appealing to Lord
Balaji of Tirupathi to intervene,
instead, or if he is unable to spare
time, may be we could ask the
reporters of “outlook” of course, for
the most challenging of cases you'd
need the help of the special
investigative bureau of the Indian
Express. Meanwhile the judges can
relax in retirement and look back on
the great judgments they wrote. At
least that way they won't damage
through inquiry
commissions the great reputations they

these -sham
have built for the institution of judiciary
in their decades on the bench.

- Shekhar Gupta, Journalist.

[0 Matters have degenerated to a
point where even top advocates of the
Supreme Court ordinarily resident in
New Delhi have filed false affidavits
for getting elected from one state or
the other, howsoever abominably.
One such well-known advocate, for
instance, claimed some years back that

he was ordinarily a resident of patna
and got himself elected to the rajya
sabha from Bihar on a congress ticket
with the blessings of Laloo Yadav.
Likewise, four well-known senior
advocates, residents of Delhi for long,
have got themselves elected to the
house (two on BJP tickets, one on
Congress and one on JMM) from
U.P, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar, which provokes me to ask :
should all such advocates be allowed
to go scot free? should their black
gowns not be taken away suo motu
and they be debarred from practising
on the ground of brazen perjury. No
less shocking are the many cases of
intellectuals, academicians and

journalists who, like the advocates -

have no business whatsoever to tell lies
and willfully file false affidavits.

- Inder jit, former MP and Editor, INFA.

Judicial activism is not
an unguided missile

From Page 1

But it does not mean that the
executive and legislatures are free from
the task of protecting the constitution.
While describing public interest

litigations as powerful weapons to

" protect the peoples rights at the same

time he emphasised that the suspicion
of it’s abuse has to be borne in mind.

Presiding over the function the
Supreme Court Judge Mr. Justice
Shivraj Patil said that independence of
Judiciary is essential for the well being
of a democratic nation. For this
purpose the judges must remain
impartial without coming under any
political pressure or under the greed
of financial benefits by functioning in
a transparent manner. Before
prescibing moral standards for others
it is necessary that the judges must
observe high standards. Mr. Justice
Patil said that if all the three organs of
the constitution function in co-
ordination we can be successful in
establishing a noble society. He
suggested that the judiciary must
discharge it's functions with restriant,
within its prescribed limits, without

* transgression of the respective limits of

the executive and the legislature.

News Panorama

O On5 42000 seven people,
including three lawyers were injured
when a bomb went off at the District
and Sessions court complex in
Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan Accord-
ing to the police the bomb had been
planted on a motor bike at a parking
slot inside the court complex.

OO A zambian Magistrate in the

- country’s eastern district of chipata has

dismissed a case in which a woman
asked the court to order her married
lover to marry her because she claimed
he had infected her with the HIV
virus. Referring to the case in which
Margaret Mawere sued her married
lover Isaac Manda, the judge said,-“|
have dismissed this case because the
two parties knew their marital status
before they began their immoral
relationship and the principles of law
do not allow courts to enforce
marriage promises.”

[0 Pakistan's minitary rulers are
turning ancient Attock fort (16th
century) into a court to try politicians
accused of corruption. No wonder
that deposed Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif is one such accused who is to
be tried there.

O Thailand's cabinet has approved
legislation that will prohibit motorists
from talking on their handphones while
driving, a government spokesman said.
The cabinet approved in principle an
amendment to the Land
Trapsportation Act. that would ban
drivers from using handphones, but
allows them to use phone accessories
such as earphones that require no
hands. Fines for chatting while driving
are proposed between 400 and
1,000 bant ($ 10.50 to $
26.30)

O  The halls of Lebanon's toughest
prison will soon be alive with the
sound of music after jail authorities
decided to introduce singing lessons
for inmates. Prison authorities at the
notorious Roumieh jail said they would
also hold concerts from June as part
of a campaign to improve inmates’
living conditions.

O A United Arab Emirates
(UAE) court is to rule soon in a case
where a Muslim man dirorced his wife
by just sending her an e-mail. Under
Islamic law, a man can divorce his wife

by simply telling her “| divorce you,”
if certain conditions are met. The daily
Gulf News said the court in Dubai
would have to rule if the notification
of divorce through the internet was
valid under the Gulf Arab Emirate’s
Islamic laws. The ex-husband, a US
citizen of Arab origin, has since
registered at a court his dicision to
divorce his Saudi wife, according to
reports.

O TheJain Commission appointed
by the NDA Government in May,
1998 had pointed out that there are
1300 obsolete laws which can be
repealed by the parliament. They
include three ordinances promulgated

during World War Il by the British.

O Families of seven Chinese
fishermen have sued an Indian ship
owner for causing death in an accident
during April, 2000, an official report
said. The Tianjin municipal maritime
court said recently that it would hold
a hearing in a few days on charges
brought by the families of seven
fishermen against the Indian ship, ICL
Raja Rajan, Xinhua news agency
reported from the North China port
city.

Miscellany

A team of advocates comprising
Sriyuths S. Mahesh, H. C.
Raveendranath, T.S. Mahanthesh &
G.S. Arun undertook a driving.
expedition to Rohtang pass in
Himachal Pradesh. They left -
Bangalore on 16-4-2000 in Premier
118 NE. In 22 days they covered
a distance of about 7,500 Km. On
the way they visited Koodala
Sangama, Bijapur, Sholapur, Shani
Shingnapur, Shirdi, Ellora, Ajantha,
Aurangabad, Ujjaini, Gwalior, Agra,
Delhi, Chandigarh. They travelled
extel;sively in Punjob and Himachal
Pradesh. They visited gurudwaras at
Kirathpur and Anandpur Sahib, at
Bhakra Nangal Dam, temples at Naina
Devi, Chinthaparni, Jwalamukhi,
Kangra, Dharmashala [Mcleod
Gunj], hot water springs at Mani
Karan, Kulu, Manali and Shimla.

m
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New Focus
O On 4.4.2000 birth centenary

celebrations of late S.K. Venkataranga
lyengar, Advocate, was held at the
High Court Unit of AAB. Mr. Justice
R.V. Raveendran, Judge, High Court
of Karnataka was the Chief Guest of
the function which was presided over
by Sri. K.L. Manjunath, President of
AAB. Former Chief justice of High
Court of Mysore Mr. Justice Nittoor
Srinivasa Rao, Lokayuktha in Karnataka
Mr. Justice S.A. Hakeem and Mr. B.
Vedantha Advocate,
reminiscised their experiences with
Venkataranga lyengar.

0 On4.4.2000 adebate on state
budget 2000-01 and its impact on
trade and industry was inaugurated at
Bangalore by Sri."V.R. Radha Krishna,
Addl. Commissioner, Commercial
Taxes under the auspices of the

lyengar,

Karnataka Tax consultants Association.
Mr. S.K. Nahar, President of the
Assodiation welcomed the participants.
The speakers included Sri Tallam
Venkatesh, President, FKCCI, Sri Balaji
Singh, Addl. Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes, Sri. S. Narayana
and Sri E.R. Indra Kumar, -Advocates.
Sri. KN, Subba Reddy, MLA, was

the guest of honour at the function. Sri _ -

B.T. Manohar, Chairman, Taxation
Committee, FKCCl, compered the
programme. :

O On 13.4.2000 AAB annual

day celebrations were held at the High
Court unit.

O All the Taluk courts in the state

will be computarised in the second’

phase of computarisation according to

Mr.Justice G.C. Bharuka, Judge,
High Court of Karnataka, He said that
such computerisation will take place
within the next three months, while
presiding over the inaugural function of
training course for civil judges under the
auspecies of the Karnataka Judicial
Academy at Bangalore on April 19,
2000.

‘Amendment to Hindu
Succession Act sought

The Law Commission of India in its
17 4th report has recommended to the
government to amend the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956 so as to enable
the female heirs to claim equal share in
property. The
recommendation suggested is to the effect
that daughters of the hindu joint family
should be made entitled to get their share
as a matter of birth right.

the ancesteral
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Litarary Union
On " 1349000 " Sri

Veerabadra Chennamalla Swamiji of
Nidumamidi Mutt released a book
titled “Vishwa Chetana” (a collection

of poems) written by Sri B.V. Putte

Gowda, Advocate and former
Mayor, Bangalore Mahanagara Palike.
Smt B.T. Lalitha Nayak, Former
Minister, introduced the book. Sri
C.R. Gopala Swamy, President,
BLU, Presided over the function. Sri.
K.L. Manjunath, President, AAB

was the chief guest at the function.

Lahari Advocates |
Forum

On 12.4.2000 a get together

of advocates and their family members

was organised under the auspices of :

the forum at Bangalore.
Lahari Law Academy
The above academy proposes to

hold a workshop on arbitration and
conciliation law on second saturday

i.e., 10th June 2000 at century

club. Bangalore. Advocates desirous

of registering as delgates may contact
the Director of the Academy Mr.
PGC Chengappa. Limited delegates

~ will be entertained on first come first

basis.

Weddings

O On 9.4.2000 Ms Sahana
married Mr. Ajit at Bangalore. Ms
Sahana is the daughter of Mr. GsM.
Shetty, Advocate.

O On17.4.2000Ms. Chandra
Lakshmi, Advocate, married Mr.
Rajesh at Bangalore.

O On 21.4.2000 Mr. A.G.
Doddaswamy Gowda, Advocate
married 'Mf_' K. Anu at Ramanagara.

Trekking Expedition

A team of advocates under the

-|eadership of Mr. S.B. Pavin,

undertook a trekking expedition to
kumara parvata from 14th to 16th
April, 2000. The expedition started
at Somawarapet and ended at Kukke
Subramanya. Other team members
including Mr. G. Venkatachala, M.
M.H. Sawkar, Mr: K.B. Adhyapak,
Mr. C.G. Shashivardhan, Mr. GAK
Gowda, Mr. B.C. Rajeev and Mr.
K.V. Amarnatha.

Patent on neem
revoked

At the conclusion of its two-day
procedings the European patent office
revoked the neem patent granted to
the US Department of Agriculture and
Multi National Corporation, W.R.
Grace. The patent was granted during
90’s for a fungicide derived from
seeds of the neem tree. Revocation of
the patent was sought for by the
Research Foundation, headed by
Vandana Shiva from India who had
contended that neem is being used
conventionally in India for various
purposes including medicinal, as an
ingredient of pesticide and as tooth
paste etc., for millenea. After a six
years legal battle this contention was
accepted by the European patent
office and consequentiy patent
granted is withdrawn. This is a second
major victory for India, after the
revocation of patent on turmeric under
the patent regime.

Increase of judges
sought

In 1987, India had only 10.5
judges per million population, while
Australia had 41.6, Canada 75.2,
England 50.9 and USA 107.

" 120th report of the law commission
- having considered this aspect

suggested to the government to
increase the number of judges to be
appointed in higher courts. An
important question as to whether the
relevant criterion for calculating the
number of judges required in our
courts to ensure the constitutional
promise of speedy justice should the
population of the country/state be the
basis or should it be the treditional
formula of the number of cases filed
in a court and the numbers still left
after disposal, on the basis of fixed
norm per judge? These are the
questions raised in a public interest
litigation filed by an Advocate Mr.:
S.N. Bhardwaj in the Supreme Court
of India.

In the writ petition, the
petitioner has pointed out that the
union government has managed to
escape its responsibility by pointing
out at the state governments inview of
the 1977 amendment to the
constitution wherein Aurticle 39 A

* April 2000

was amended in such a manner as to
make it obligatory on the part of the
state government to ensure that the
operation of 1ega| systém promotes
justice. Apart from the union
government all state governments and
union territories have been notified by
the court with a direction to file their
replies. The petitioner has infact
sought for implementation of the
190th report of the law commission
and if such a writ is allowed it should
result in five fold increase in the
number of judges in higher courts. The
petitioner has also sought for
publication of strict time table to be
followed for filling in the existing
vacancies in various high courts.

Mr. M.P Dmamodara,

Advocate, has been elected as the
president of Rotary Club of Bangalore

Banashankari in the convention held on
98.3.2000. He will hold the office
of the president for the year 2000-
01.

Foréign Tours

O On 6.4.2000 Mr. SKV-
Chalapathy, Advocate left Bangalore

FO! seven weeks tour OF USA

O On13.4.2000Mr.JusticeY.
Bhaskar Rao, Chief Justice of High

Court of Karnataka left Bangalore for
five weeks tour of USA.

Obituary

H Onp 349000 .C 6.
Suryanarayana Rao (72), Advocate
and Tax Consultant passed away at
Bangalore. A codolance meeting of
KTCA was held on 6.4.2000 at
CTO complex to mourn the tragic
death of the deceased.

O On8.4.2000S. Purushotham
(42) Advocate, passed away at
Bangalore.

O On 10.4.2000 B. Nagesha
Rao (72), Advocate, passed away
at Bangalore. :
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Printed at : Parimala Mudranalaya, Mount Joy Extension, Hanumanthanagar, Bangalore-560 019. Phone : 6525516. Editor : K. Suryanarayana Rao
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