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~Appointments  Victory to Chennai Lawyers g Around

Not withstanding the divisions among Advocates Associations on the lines
of political allegiance all the lawyers of Chennai exhibited exemplary unity
and courage in opposing the code of conduct for lawyers introduced by the
Madras High Court and they required to be congratulated. The Chief Justice
of the High Court had no option but to withdraw the draconian "code of
conduct"” sought to be introduced by him without jurisdiction. This agitation
being the forerunner of Advocates movements would have the effect of
galvanising the spirit of other Bar Associations throughout the country to
vehemently oppose such code of conduct by other high courts as well.

Volume 16
Appointments

O Retired Justice H.
Rangavittalachar has been
appointed as the Chairman for
fixation of fee for professional
courses in Karnataka. He
assumed charge on 9.8.04 in the
vacancy caused by the
resignation of retired Justice A. B.
Murgod.

O On 9.8.04 Mr. Justice
Chandrashekaraiah assumed
charge as the Chairman of the
Karnataka State Consumer
Reddressed Forum at Bangalore.
He succeeds Mr. Justice Jayaram
Chouta, who retired.

Independence day

On  15.8.04 the 58th
Independence Day Celebrations
were held under the auspices of
AAB. Mr. D.L. Jagadeesh
President AAB, unfurled the
national flag in a function held at
the High Court unit. The function
concluded with talk on the
importance of the Independence
day followed by light refreshments
and singing of patrotic songs by
Advocates. The function was co-
sponsored by the Bangalore
Advocates Co-operative Society
Ltd. and the Advocates Literary
Union, Bangalore.

Orientation Programme

On 23.8.04 National
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission organised an
orientation training programme for
presidents and members of
district forums at Bangalore. Mr.
Justice N.K. Jain, Chief Justice,
High Court of Karnataka
inaugurated the programme. In
the inaugural address Mr. Justice
N.K. Jain, said, inadequate funds
and staff have affected the
performance of consumer forums
in the State. This shortage had
affected the consumer forums to

give speedy hearing to numerous .

pending consumer cases. Though
a case should be disposed within
the stipulated period of 90 days, it
is often found that in many cases
they were not able to do so, he
observed. The Consumer
Protection Act which protects
consumers from exploitation
needs to be enforced, he said. Mr.
Justice M.B. Shah, President of
National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, graced
the occasion.
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During the last week of
August the Madras High Court
withdraen the contentious 25 point
code of conduct for lawyers,
notified on July 30. The lawyers
had been agitating, among other
things, requiring the withdrawal of
the code, which banned agitations
by the advocates in the court
complex. They were also
demanding the transfer of Madras
High Court Chief Mr. Justice B.
Subhashan Reddy. Following
protests by advocates, the court
kept in abeyance the code, which

did not satisfy the advocates, who - .

demanded its total withdrawal and
boycotted the courts. Taking
exception to the striking lawyers
pralysing court work, the
Supreme Court on August 20
directed that the City Police
Commissioner take all legal steps
to ensure smooth functioning of
the courts in the city.

The DMK-lead opposition
had made it a national issue by
sending a delegation of MPs to
New Delhi and they met the
President, the Prime Minister and
the Law Minister. After meeting
the team Union Law Minister
expressed his view that only the
Bar Council and not courts can
frame . rules of conduct for

advocates. Bolstered by this
comment striking Advocates burnt
effigy of the Chief Justice B.
Subhashan Reddy in the court
complex. The stir had affected
other cities and towns-in Tamil
Nadu demanding withdrawal as
the 25-point code of conduct
under the Advocates Act and
warning by the High Court that
any lawyer taking partin any
agitation or speaking derogatery
of any judge can be suspended
from court appearance for one
year. ;

- Eversince the Madurai bench
was opened by the Chief Justice
of India on July 24, after the high
court refused to stay a
presidential notification while

admitting a petition challenging it

the Chennai high court lawyers
had been in Ferment.

The decision to withdraw the
contentious 25-point code of
conduct for Advocates notified on
July 30th was taken after a
meeting between the Chief
Justice, Registrar General and the
representatives of several
advocates associations, including
the Bar Council, the Madras High
Court Advocates Association, the
Madras Bar Association and
Women Lawyers Association.

\areas, the CJ said.

Legal Services Authority

On 29.8.04 a conferance of chairpersons and member-
secretaries of district and taluk level Legal Services Authorities and
Committees was held in Bangalore. Mr. Justice N.K. Jain, Chief
Justice, High Court of Karnataka presided. People belonging to
socially and economically backward classes might hesitate to seek
legal aid because of ignorance. Reluctance on the part of some
advocates to take part in Lok Adalats, lack of interest among judges,
conciliators among other factors, were affecting extension of legal aid
and organising legal literacy programmes in rural, backward and tribal
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Part 5

_ Around
““ the Courts

Criminal Law

O Sec. 304A of the Indian Penal
Code

During the first week of
August 2004 the Supreme Court
held that where a patient's death
occurs from an error of judgment
or an accident, no criminal liability
should be attached to it. "Mere
inadvertence or some degree of
want of adequate care and.
caution might create a civil liability
but would not suffice to hold the
doctor treating the patient
criminally liable", the court said.

The ruling was handed down
by a bench comprising Mr. Justice
Y.K. Sabharwal and Mr. Justice
D.M. Dharmadhikari while allowing
an appeal by a Delhi doctor and
quashing proceedings for criminal |
negligence under Sec. 304A of .
the Indian Penal Code. The
Appellant Dr. Suresh Gupta, a
plastic surgeon, was in the dock
as an accused for causing death
of his patient during an operation
on April 18,1994. The patient was
operated upon by the doctor for
removing a nasal deformity. The
anaesthetist, who was assisting
him in the operation, was also
made co-accused but since he
died during the trial the
proceedings against him were
discontinued.

The court in its judgment,
observed that for every mishap or
death during treatment, the
medical men could not be
proceeded against for
punishment. Crimintal prosecution
for doctors without adequate
medical opinion pointing to their
guilt would be doing great
disservice to the community at
large because if the courts were
to impose criminal liability on
hospitals and doctors. for
everything that went wrong the
physicians would be more worried
about their own safety than giving
the best treatment to their

patients. This would lead to
see page 2
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Does Satyapal's case require
reconsideration?

Law cannot persuade, where it cannot punish

Proverb

An act of fleecing

Though it appears strange but it is true when you pay the requisite
charges while applying for certified copies rural courts functioning in
Bangalore gladly receive it. For some reason if the certified copy cannot
be furnished or the payment received is in excess of the requisite
copying charges the same is not being refunded. The usual reason
given for non refund of the deposited amount is that there is no
provision for refund. Strangely in other city courts such refunds are
made routinely. The reason assigned for non refund of the deposits is
not acceptable to any reasoned logic and the same is to be rectified
immediately. The courts are not there to fleece the lawyers/litigants and
it becomes the bounden duty to refund the amounts due to them as
otherwise it amounts to illegal forefeiture of the same.

Avoidable hardship

The functioning of the family court office in Bangalore with regard
to refund of amounts in judicial deposits to persons entitled to is far from
satisfactory. Quite often the litigants more so women are subjected to
undue hardship on account of the tardy progress in processing the
refund claims of the parties. In large number of cases where salary
attachments are ordered there is considereble delay in serving the
attachment warrents, receiving the periodical salary deductions, crediting
of cheques received from the garnishees, realising the amounts from
the Banks and entering such credits in the judicial deposit registers,
preparing the refund cheques and handing them over to parties. Several
months are consumed in this process and thereby the claimants are
made fo suffer. It is no secret that in many cases deliberate delays are
occasioned by the office staff with a view to coerce the concerned
parties to approach them. There appears to be no supervision on the
concerned employees as a result of which the litigants are exposed to
the sweet mercies of the staff. Would any one examine this aspect with

seriousness and objectively reduce the delays involved in refund of the
claims?

Reduce the delay

It is said that king can do no wrong. Being a part of the High Court
establishment copying branch lll seems to firmly believe in this saying.
Though ironical, certified copies are not granted in this branch even after
several months. The routine reply given by the branch Officials is that
records are not received. The staff members forget that the required
records are available in another branch of the High Court establishment
and the glee they exhibit in their response to the queries for delays while
answering the lawyers/litigants gives an impression that the required
records have to be received from some unknown destination. Something
has to be done urgently to ensure to eliminate the delay in granting the
certified copies.

.. Around
T35 the Courts

shaking the mutual confidence
between the doctor and the
patient. Every mishap or
misfortune in hospitals or clinics
was not a gross out of negligence
to try them for the offence.

After examining all the

Obituary

We report, with regret, that:

O On 4.8.04 A Krishna Bhat
(84), Advocate, from Hospet,
expired at Hospet.

O On 10.8.04 P. Panchak
sharappa (45), Advocate, passed
away at Bangalore.

;’]f‘

medical papers acompanying the
complaint, no case of
recklessness or gross negligence
had been made out against the
doctor to compel him to face trial
for an offence under Sec. 304A of
IPC, the court said.

Note : While considering a
review petition this case has been
referred to a larger bench.

O On 12.8.04° Nittoor
Srinivasa Rao (101), former Chief
Justice of the High Court of
Mysore, passed away at
Bangalore.

O On 26.8.04 Mr. Shivappa,
Advocate, passed away at
Bangalore.

From last issue

10. It would be beneficial to
notice the decision of the
Supreme Court in the case of
Manik Lal Majumdar vs. Gouranga
Chandra Dey reported in 2004
AIR SCW page 1454. That
decision arose in the context of
the word 'prefer' used in certain
Sections of the Tripura Buildings
(Lease and Rent Control) Act
1975. The learned Judges
constituting the Bench took
divergent views and the matter
has since been referred to a
larger bench, which is yet to be
decided. However, it is significant
to notice the observations made in
Para 54 @ 1476 :

"Para 54. No doubt, there is
a presumption that the legislature
uses the same word in different
parts of the same statue with the
same meaning. The presumption
is, however, weak and can be
displaced by the context. Even
when the same word is used at
different places in the same
clause of the same Section it
may not bear the same
meaning at each place having
regard to the context of its use.
(See Principles of Statutory
Interpretation by G.P. Singh 8th
Edition Chapter V, Synopsis-l at
pages 286-287)".

11. As to how the word ‘Shall'
has to be understood, the Hon'ble
Supreme Court has laid to the
following effect in AIR 1989 S.C.
2206 (M.V. Vali Pero wvs.
Fernandez Lopez):

"... Where the consequence
of failure to comply with any
requirement of any provision is

provided by the statue itself, the

consequence has to be
determined with reference to the
nature of the provision, the
purpose of the enactment and the
effect of non-compliance.
Ordinarily, the word 'shall’ used at
several places in the provision
must be given the same meaning
at all places. However, this is not
an invariable rule and even
though the word 'shall' is
ordinarily mandatory but in the
context or if the intention is
otherwise it may be construed
to be merely directory. The
construction ultimately depend on
the provision itself keeping in view
the intendment of the enactment
and the context in which the word
'shall' has been used. Where the
consequence of failure to
comply with any requirement of
a provision is not provided by
the statue itself, the

consequence has to be
determined with reference to
the intention of the legislature,
nature and purpose of the
enactment and the effect of the
non-compliance". (Emphasis
supplied). See also AIR 1973
S.C. 883, AIR 1989 S.C.255 and
page 413.

12. In A.V. Purushottam vs.
N.K. Nagaraj, reported in L.L.R.
2003 Kar. Page 2459 Mr. Kumar,
J Held as under:

"10. In this background, if we
look at the entire scheme of these
various provisions and the law
prior to amendment and after
amendment, it appears fo me
that Legislature never intended
to impose any penal
consequences on account of
non-compliance ~of these

statutory provisions. The whole
object of the amendment is to

expedite the disposal of civil
cases. Though prior to:
amendment,” no time was
stipulated for filing the written
statement, both the litigant as well
as the court took these provisions

~ casually. The litigant thought that

as a matter of right he is entitled
to adjournments any length of
time to file the written
statement....Therefore, the
provision is more by way of
procedure to achieve the object
of speedy disposal of such
disputes. But it falls short of
creating any kind of
substantive right in favor of the
plaintiff by reason of which the
defendant may be debarred
from placing his writien
statement in defence in any
circumstances whatsoever. The
whole object of the amendment
is to provide a time frame to file
a written statement. |t is really
meant to expedite the hearing of
such matters and to avoid
unnecessary adjournments to
drag on the proceedings on the
pretext of filing written statement.
No penal consequences are
prescribed for not filing written
statement within the stipulated
period. Under these
circumstances, the provision
appears to be directory in
nature. Substantive compliance
of the said provision is
sufficient to achieve the object
regarding which the rule is

enacted". (Emphasis supplied).
to be contd.
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Campus Watch

12th annual convocation of
the National Law School of India
University (NLSIU) was held at
Bangalore on Sunday the 29th
August 2004. Arun Nigavekar,
Chairman University Grants
Commission, New Delhi delivered
the convocation address 80
students received BAL, LLB
degrees while 30 students
received LLM degrees on the
occasion. Four persons were
conferred Ph.D. 42 P.G. Diploma
in law were also given away on
the occasion. *

Advocate convicted

On 18.8.2004 the High Court
of Karnataka convicted Mr. B.N.
Shivanna, an Advocate from
Bangalore, on the charges of
committing criminal contempt of
court by abusing the court
process and sentenced him to six
months simple imprisonment. A
division bench comprising Mr.
Justice A.M. Farooq and Mr.
Justice S.R. Bannurmath,
convicted Shivanna for creating a
fabricated order of the High Court
and awarded the maximum
sentence of six months under the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
However, the bench suspended
the sentence
following a plea from Shivanna's
advocate to enable him to file an
appeal in the Supreme Court.

While working as the
Company Advocate of M/s.
Advanta India Ltd., a Hyderabad
based firm, engaged in the
production and distribution of
hybrid seeds, Shivanna mislead
the company management by
stating that there were more than
500 criminal cases against the
company filed by the farmers in
several district courts. He had
advised the company to file
petitions in the High Court
challenging criminal cases. He
had also mislead the company
that Rs. 10,000/- was required to
be paid as court fee to file
petitions in the High Court. The
company had paid him Rs. 72
lakhs for paying court fee and
towards other expenses.

Later, he informed the
company that the HC had
quashed over 340 criminal cases
against the company pending in
lower courts and produced a copy
of a fabricated judgment of the
High Court containing seal of the
HC. Since the wording of the
judgment and format appeared
suspicious, the company
management sent the document
to the High Court for verification
when the fraud came to light.
Following this the Registrar
General of the HC initiated suo
motu contempt case against
Shivanna.

for 4 weeks

Communique

The Bangalore Principles
of Judicial Conduct

Former C ] moves H C

Mr. Justice V.S. Malimath,
former Chief Justice of Karnataka
and Kerala high courts, moved
the Karnataka High Court alleging
that Bangalore regional passport
officer has arbitrarily refused to
issue additional booklet for his
valid passport. In a petition
Justice Malimath said that he had
submitted an application in the
passport office seeking additional
booklet as all the pages in his
passport were utilised. He
submitted the application under
“tatkal scheme" along with his
passport as he had booked air
ticket for August 30 to fly to US to
see his sister, who is suffering
from cancer. Questioning the
demand of the passport officer to
produce medical papers to show
urgency to travel to US, Justice
Malimath contended that the
passport officer should have
regarded the statement given by
him on his sister's illness.

Justice Malimath also said
that the passport officer even
refused to meet the Protocol
Officer of the High Court who
went to explain the facts to the
officer. Alleging that passport
officer had acted arbitrarily, the
retired Chief Justice has
demanded that the passport
officer should personally pay
compensation for causing
inconvenience to him.

Court Complex
Inaugurated

On Wednesday  the
18.8.2004 a new court complex
was inaugurated by Mr. Justice
N.K. Jain, the Chief Justice, High
Court of Karnataka at
Chikkanaikanahalli, Tumkur
District. The function was presided
over by Mr. Justice S. A. Nazeer,
Judge, High Court of Karnataka.
Mr. Kukkaje Ramakrishna Bhat,
the Principal District and Sessions
Judge, Tumkur and Ms. S. Shoba,
Civil Judge (Jr. Dn) & JMFC,
Chikkanaikanahalli were present
on the occasion. Mr. K.R.
Chennabasavaiah, President of
the local Bar Association,
welcomed the guests and
addressed the gathering. Mr. B.K.
Sadashiva, Advocate, proposed
vote of thanks.

has -

from last issue

410 Confidential information
acquired by a judge in the
judge's judicial capacity
shall not be used or
disclosed by the judge for
any other purpose not
related to the judge's judicial
duties.

Subject to the proper
performance of judicial
duties, a judge may:

4.11.1 : write, lecture, teach
and participate in activities
concerning the law, the
legal system, the
administration of justice or
related matters;

4112: appear at a
public hearing before an
official body concerned with
matters relating to the law,
the legal system, the
administration of justice or
related matters.

411.3: serve as a
member of an official body,
or other government
commission, committee or
advisory body, if such
membership is not
inconsistent with the
perceived impartiality and
political neutrality of a judge;
or

411.4: engage in other
activities if such activities do
not detract from the dignity
of the judicial office or
otherwise interfere with the
performance of judicial
duties.

412 A judge shall not practise
law whilst the holding
judicial office.

413 A judge may form or join
associations of judges or
participate in  other
organisations representing
the interests of judges.

4.14 A judge and members of
the judge's family, shall
neither ask for, nor accept,
any gift, bequest, loan or
favour in relation to anything
done or to be done or
omitted to be done by the
judge in connection with the
performance of judicial
duties.

4.15 A judge shall not knowingly
permit court staff or others
subject to the judge's
influence, direction or
authority, to ask for, or
accept, any gift, bequest,
loan or favour in relation to
anything done or to be done
or omitted to be done in
connection with his or her
duties or functions.

4.11
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4.16 Subject to law and to any
legal requirements of public
disclosure, a judge may
receive a token gift, award
or benefit as appropriate to
the occasion on which it is
made provided that such
gift, award or benefit might
not reasonably be
perceived as intended to
influence the judge in the
performance. of judicial
duties or otherwise give rise

to an appearance of
partiality.

EQUALITY
Ensuring equality of

treatment to all before the courts
is essential to the due
performance of the judicial office.

5.1 A judge shall be aware of,
and understand, diversity in
society and differences
arising from various
sources, including but not
limited to race, colour, sex,
religion, national origin,
caste, disability, age, marital
status, sexual orientation,
social and economic status
and other like causes
("irrelevant grounds").

5.2 A judge shall not, in the
performance of judicial
duties, by words or conduct,
exhibit manifest bias or
prejudice towards any
person or group on
irrelevant grounds.

5.3 A judge shall carry out
judicial duties with
appropriate consideration
for all persons, such as the
parties, witnesses, lawyers,
court staff and judicial
colleagues, without

" differentiation on any
irrelevant ground, immaterial
to the proper performance
of such duties.

5.4 A judge shall not knowingly
permit court staff or others
subject to the judge's
influence, direction or
control to differentiate
between persons
concerned, in a matter
before the judge, on any
irrelevant ground.

55 A judge shall require
lawyers in proceedings
before the court to refrain
from manifesting, by words
or conduct, bias or prejudice
based on irrelevant grounds,
except such as are legally
relevant to an issue in
proceedings and may be
the subject of legitimate
advocacy. to be contd.
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NDR exonerated = Foreign Tours

By its judgment and order
dtd. 12.5.04 the Disciplinary
Committee of the Bar Council of
India (BCIl) has allowed the
appeal filed by Mr. NDR
Ramachandra Rao and setaside
the order dtd. 22.9.2002 of the
Disciplinary Committee No. 1 of
the Karnataka State Bar Council
suspending the Appellant for a
period of three years from the roll
of the Karnataka State Bar
Council. The BCI had earlier
granted stay of the operation of
the impugned order.

Kolar Diary

O On 2.8.04 Mr. Mohan,
additional Civil Judge (Jr. Dn.)
was promoted as Civil Judge (Sr.
Dn) and posted as Principal Civil
Judge. (Sr. Dn), Kolar.

O On 2.8.04 Ms. Roopa, took
over charge as Additional Civil
Judge (Jr. Dn), Kolar.

Miscellany

O With effect from 4.8.04 Mr.
G.S. Natarajan, Advocate and
Editor of Samvada, is answering
guestions relating to legal aspects
in 'Karma Veera', renowned
Kannada weekly. >

O Between 2nd and 13th August
2004 M/s. Navakarnataka
Publishers held a book exhibition
in Bangalore City Civil Court
premises Annexe.

O Recently Mr. M. Nagaraj,
- Advocate, shifted his chamber
from R.T. Nagar to No. 45/1, |
floor, Sri Mahadeswara Nilaya, I
main, Sheshadripuram, Bangalore
560 020. Mobile 94480 87610

O With effect from 19.8.04 Mr.
K.V. Chikkappaji Gowda,
Advocate, shifted his chamber to
No. 19/1, upstair, | 'H' cross, 7th
‘B' main, Somashekarappa layout,
Sharada colony, Basaveswara
nagar, Bangalore 560 079.

O Mrs. Jaisri S. Krishnan,
Advocate, w/o C.P. Sajeev,
Advocate, opened her new office
at No. 34, first floor, 8th main,
13th cross, Malleswaram,
Bangalore-560003, on 18th
August, 2004. Ph. : 23561574.

3% Wedding

We are glad to report that :-

O On 18.8.04 Ms. Namrata,
married Mr. Dhyan at Bangalore.
Both of them are Advocates.
While Namrata is the daughter of
Smt. Keertida and Sri Jayavittal
Rao Kolar, Advocates, Dhyan is
the son of Mr. Justice M.P.
Chinnappa (Rtd.).

O On 29.8.04 Mr. M. Nagaraj,
Advocate, married Ms. G. Suma
Manijula at Bangalore.

Communique

Mr. P. Vasudeva Aithal,
Advocate, left Bangalore on
1.8.2004 to Pitsburg, U.S.A.
During his stay Mr. Aithal, propose
to undertake a comparative study
of US Legal system vis-a-vis
Indian Legal System.

Recently Ms. Latha Sawanth,
Advocate, returned to Bangalore,
after four months stay at USA.
She visited New York, Connictiant,
Penniselvinia, Pittsburg, Oregon,
Los Angeles and Disney land.
She also visited the law offices of
Mr.-Penn Rhodeen.

Humour in
Courts

Judge to the Dentist :

-

"After giving this injunction,

pull the tooth, whole tooth and

nothing but the tooth".

Around the
Country

In an unprecedented move,
the Chief Justice of Punjab and
Haryana HC Mr. Justice B.K. Roy
withdrew himself from the full
bench constituted by him to hear
a review petition filed by the high
court itself. This decision to
withdraw from the full bench was
preceded by the fact that the
other two judges constituting the
bench viz., Mr. Justice H.S. Bedi
and Mr. Justice Nirmal Singh had
withdrawn themselves from the
full bench questioning the

constitution of the full bench by -

the C.J. Interestingly the two
judges passed an order on
August 17, 2004 alluding to their
conversation with the CJ in
connection with dismissal of a writ
petition filed by a constable
Ramesh: Singh wherein he had
questioned his transfer from
Rajpura to Faridkot. They also
raised legal issues regarding
maintanability of the review
petition. Reacting sharply to the
publication of the matter in the
media, the CJ, in his 13 page
hard hitting order regretted "the
disclosure of private conversation
in the August 17 order and the
breach of judicial collegiality which
that order represent". The CJ
further observed, "even worse is
the leake of the order to the
media, bringing the institution, of
which we all are part, to
disrepute". Continuing with his
anguished tone the CJ said that
with a view to maintain the dignity,
decorum and sanctity of the
institution of which he was the
head and in order to dispel any
doubt regarding his participation
in the bench hearing the review
petition recuses himself from the
bench.

Anjana Sundar _»

Debate on

budget

Karnataka Tax Consultants
Association, Bangalore, had
organised a debate on State
budget 2004-05 and its impact on
trade and industry. Mr. Manandi N.
Suresh, President FKCCI was the
chief guest while K.N. Subba
Reddy, former M.L.A was the
guest of honour. Dr. Babaji Singh,
additional commissioner of
commercial Taxes, Mr. S.
Narayana and Mr. E.R. Indra
Kumar, Advocates were the
speakers in the debate. Mr. S.K.
Nahar, President of the
Association, presided.

Civil Judge
Commits Suicide

On 30th August 2004 M.
Someshwar (34), |l Addl. Civil
Judge (Jr. Dn) and JMFC,
committed suicide in his official
quarters in the Eiwan-e-Shahai
area in Gulbarga. Someshwar
who belonged to Chitradurga, had
joined duty in Gulbarga on 2nd
August. This was his first posting.
The police found a suicide note
addressed to Principal District and
Sessions Judge B.A. Muchandi.
The note said, "l do not know
whether | am fit for this world, or
whether the world is not fit for me.
| have no right to live in this world,
as | have committed many
mistakes".

August 2004

HC nod to quit post

On 18.8.04 the High Court of
Karnataka permitted Justice S.R.
Venkateshmurthy to resign from
the chairmanship of ad hoc
committee appointed by the Court
to look after the affairs of
Ambedkar group of institutions
managed by Ananda Social and
Education Trust. A division bench
comprising Justice B. Padmaraj
and Justice H. Billappa accepted
the application moved by Justice
Venkatesh Murthy, a former judge
of the HC, to resign from the post.

In the application, Justice
Venkatesh Murthy said one Mr.
Kempasiddaiah, who claimed
himself as the managing trustee,
had demanded that the ad hoc
committee chairman should hand
over the management of the
institutions to him. According to
the application filed by the retired
judge, Mr. Kempasiddaiah had
accused him of practicing
untouchability in a silent way. The
HC asked him to handover the
charges only to a legally
constituted trust.

Lawyers for
Social Cause

Members of the All India
Advocates Association,

‘Bangalore, took out a silent

procession in M.G. Road,
Bangalore on 29.7.2004
demanding the State Government
to settle the CET issue keeping in
mind the interest of the students
belonging to poor and
downtrodden sections of the
society. The procession was lead
by the Association President Mr.
Bhaktavachala.

C J against H C bench

Karnataka High Court Chief
Justice N.K. Jain had written to
Chief Minister N. Dharam Singh
reiterating his earlier view that
there was no need to set up a
High Court bench in North
Karnataka, as the region did not
have large number of litigations. In
his recent letter to Mr. Singh, he
opined that even the idea of
setting up two circuit benches of
the High Court in North
Karnataka to complement the
efforts for setting up high court
bench may not be feasible, as it
would cause a huge financial
burden on the government.
Interestingly, Mr. Justice Jain had
responded positively when an all-
party delegation headed by Chief
Minister N. Dharam Singh met
him on July 10 and discussed the
delegation for setting up the
bench.
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‘| studied oceanography in general and the
under currents in the Bay of Bengal off the Madras
Harbour. There will be streams flowing in the
oceans in different directions and velocity. The
direction and velocity may change from season to
season. These streams affect the speed and
direction of the ship, when it comes, into their

streams. | studied physics in order to arrive at tht_

momentum with which collision could have taken
fikce. | found out the weight of both the ships and
the speed at which they were moving, the spot at
which collision took place, the season, the under
currents at the spot of the collision were to be
studied. | consulted the physicist the expert in
oceanogrpahy, the best professor of mathematics
and learnt the subjects so far as they were
necessary for the case. This was not enough for
the lawyer. The nest task was to explain the whole
material in favour of the Indian ship to the Judge
and see that he understands all the physics,
oceanography and mathematics necessary for the
just decision of the case."
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