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Approved Realty
Investing in Hot Springs Village.
 
Hot Springs Village has always attracted the eyes 
of discerning real estate buyers and investors, 
but a lot has changed in the past few years. The 
market for real estate is booming. Whether 
you’re buying, selling, or speculating on your 
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next step, Approved Realty has the expertise and 
experience to help you explore your real estate 
options. Approved Realty acquires (takes over), 
buys, and sells property lots, builds custom 
homes, assists with home remodels and home 
flips, and offers financing. Their team covers all 
the bases to help you make the right decision. 

Call 501-984-5885 
today to learn 
more. 

Brent Gray,
Owner

ApprovedCustomHomesInc.com
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reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of 
by Designs Group Consulting.

Your Home and Lifestyle is for entertainment purposes only. This 
magazine is not intended to solicit other brokers’ listings. If you 
are currently working with or in contract with another broker, 
please disregard this information. For more information about By 
Design Publishing, please visit: www.bydesignpublishing.com

The information provided in this publication of At Home 
with DGC or on any website maintained by Designs Group 
Consulting or any of its subsidiaries, divisions, affiliates, agents, 
representatives, licensors, licensees, or employees (collectively 
“Publisher”) is intended as a general guide illustrating common 
methods used in home repair and renovation, design, and 
local information. Publisher makes no warranty or guarantee 
whatsoever of the safety, effectiveness, or other characteristic 
of any methods or products described herein. Neither does 
the Publisher assume any liability for information published 
in any website or other publication to which reference may be 
made herein. Readers are cautioned to review and comply with 
all written instructions, safety bulletins, and other materials 
provided in connection with any of the products mentioned 
herein and all products used in connection with any methods 
described. Neither Publisher nor any of its subsidiaries, 
divisions, affiliates, agents, representatives, licensors, licensees, or 
employees shall in any case be liable to you or anyone else for any 
loss or injury or any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, 
special punitive, or similar damages arising out of your use of 
or failure to use any of the methods and/or products described 
in this publication or any other publication or websites to which 
reference may be made herein. Publisher disclaims all warranties, 
and any warranty or guarantee of safety, merchantability, 
or fitness for any particular purpose lies solely with the 
manufacturer(s) of any products described or recommended or 
used in connection with methods described or recommended.
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15 TIPS FOR BUILDING YOUR  
CUSTOM HOME

1. Location. Before scouting the right location 
for your dream home, make a checklist of 
what fits your lifestyle. Do you envision yourself 
living in a planned community, a golf or coun-
try club setting, on a lake or waterfront? Or is 
it a mountain retreat? Do you want to stay in 
your current area or build your home in a new 
setting? What conveniences do you need 
nearby, i.e. schools, shopping, recreational 
areas? Once you have a clear picture of what 
you want, talk to your architect, builder, or 
Realtor® about what’s available that matches 
your criteria and will work for your budget and 
design.
 
2. Views. Work with your architect or builder to 
design a home that has windows to take ad-
vantage of natural light and the views outside 
your home. Golf courses, waterfront, or moun-
tain views are part of what drew you to build 
in a location. It can sometimes be a challenge 
to visualize what the views are from a particu-
lar vantage point inside your home or from a 
deck or patio. Your architect is highly trained in 
designing a home that takes advantage of the 

natural beauty surrounding it. 

3. Style. What architectural style works for you 
and your location? A rustic log home is per-
fect for a mountain retreat and offers many 
advantages, or you may like the clean lines of 
modern architecture. If traditional home styles 
are more to your taste, there are a wide variety 
of options, from ranch to Cape Cod colonial 
to contemporary craftsman, cottage, modern 
farmhouse, French country, Mediterranean, 
and Tudor just to name a few. 

4. Open or Closed Plan. In a traditional or 
closed floor plan, each designated area of the 
home becomes a separate space or room, 
enclosed with walls. In an open floor plan, no 
walls exist between the different areas, so a 
living room, kitchen, and dining area may all 
share one large space. Open floor plans have 
a more modern feel, but because they have 
just one large area, can be harder to design, 
and create a separate, but cohesive look. 

5. How Many Bedrooms? This will be deter-
mined by the number of people in your family 
or guests you want to accommodate. A two, 
three, or more bedroom home may be seen 
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as more attractive by potential buyers and thus 
provide higher resale value. There is a direct 
correlation between the number of bathrooms 
and house price, so finding the right bedroom to 
bathroom ratio maximizes a home’s value and 
appeal. 

6. How Many Bathrooms? The key is finding the 
right number of baths for your bedrooms. One 
rule of thumb is that the optimum number of 
bathrooms should be one less than the total 
number of bedrooms. Many real estate experts 
believe that a three-bedroom house should 
have at least two bathrooms to add financial 
value, and so on. With the ideal ratio, a prop-
erty’s value can increase by as much as 67%. 
However, having an equal number of bedrooms 
and bathrooms can diminish property value. 

7. How Many Stories? Because they are entire-
ly located on one floor, single-story homes are 
easier to navigate, maintain, and clean—all 
factors which make them easier as you age. 
One of the advantages of a 1.5 story home is 
high ceilings in the first-floor common rooms, 
and the views from a second-story balcony. 
Two-story homes are the most cost-effective 
to build because they require less foundation 
and roofing. They are popular with families with 
young children because they allow more space 
and make it possible for everyone to have their 
own personal space.

8. Outside decks and patios. Both a deck and a 
patio expand your living space to the outdoors 
and offer an impressive resale value. However, 
patios are usually less expensive to put in, and 
their resale value sits at 100%—which is slightly 
higher than the 76% resale value of a deck.

9. Closet Space. Custom home closet space, 
particularly in the master suite, is a pleasure that 
you will enjoy for many years to come. Because 
they are highly desirable to potential homeown-
ers, they can add as much as $2,000 or more to 
resale value as well. 

10. Kitchen Layout. Choose a layout option 
that fits your needs. A U-shaped kitchen design 
has three sides arranged in a “u” or horseshoe 
shape, with the open space or “mouth” of the 
kitchen facing a dining or living area. This layout 
keeps your kitchen compact and functional. 
The L-shaped kitchen has two walls or sides con-
nected on one side to form an “L”. It works well 
if your kitchen is next to your dining room or oth-
er open rooms and is a great fit for open-con-
cept floor plans, allowing room to work and 
plenty of storage with under-the-counter cab-
inets. Kitchen islands can be used for food 
preparations with a cooktop and sink built in, 
as a dining bar, or as more storage and prep 
space. 
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11. Living Rooms. Consider your personal style 
and how it fits in with the style of your home. 
Here are a few common style options: Farm-
house: rustic and homey, think barn doors, 
warm lighting, natural wood, and distressed 
antique furniture. Modern: bright and airy, 
with clean lines, plenty of natural light, and a 
neutral color palette. Mid-Century: retro and 
modern, with liberal use of geometric forms 
and contrasting materials. Minimalist and 
sleek: emphasize tall ceilings, a monochro-
matic palette with peeks of accent colors 
and textures. 

12. Dining Room. The trend these days is to 
embrace more casual, open concept eating 
spaces. No matter what style of dining room 
you go for, make sure you include lighting 
options. Having layers of lights and putting 
them on a dimmer is a great idea. Make 
sure you allow space for entertaining guests. 
Thinking about traffic flow and visualizing 
what furniture you plan to use will help deter-
mine the size of the room. Don’t forget about 
electrical outlets and allow ample storage 
space. Consider design features like wood 
paneling or ceiling details for a custom look. 
If you decide not to have a formal dining 
room, it won’t impact resale value. 

13. Extra Rooms. Custom homes are just that: 
tailored to your specific interests and needs. 
For example, you can make your custom 
home to serve your family’s special needs by 

adding a playroom, man cave, craft room, 
media room, office, storage space, shop, or 
other room. Explain your needs to your archi-
tect or builder so they can be worked into 
your overall floor plan.

14. Total Square Feet. The average cus-
tom home in Hot Springs Village is from 
2,000 to 4,000 square feet and can be one 
or multi-levels with prices typically in the 
$300,000 to $400,000 range, with some up to 
$425,000 or $450,000. The only way to accu-
rately approximate costs for a new home is 
to consult a designer/builder active in the 
area in which you plan to build. Look at 
homes and plans they have built recently in 
the area, carefully comparing features that 
are included in the price. 

15. Mortgage. Compare rates from several 
mortgage lenders. Start by searching for the 
best mortgage rates online. Keep in mind 
that the rate quote you see online is an esti-
mate. A lender or broker will have to pull your 
credit information and process a loan appli-
cation to provide an accurate rate, which 
you can then lock in if you’re satisfied with 
the product. Lastly, ask the right questions 
and read the fine print. Narrow your choic-
es by asking for lender referrals from friends, 
family, or your real estate agent, or by read-
ing online reviews. 



10 Tips to Follow When Picking Finishes for a Custom Home
Everything starts with a plan. From custom flooring, countertops, cabinets, fixtures, interior and 
exterior paint to landscaping, the choices are endless when it comes to upgrades and options. Here 
are some tips to follow when picking finishes for your custom home. 
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1. Flooring

Flooring is a key element you won’t want to skimp 
on. Whether you’re drawn to engineered flooring 
like luxury vinyl tile or luxury vinyl planks, or you 
prefer a good old- fashioned hardwood flooring, 
your flooring is a choice you won’t want to make 
lightly.

2. Tile 

The tile you select should stay true to who you are 
and what you love because it makes a statement, 
no matter where it’s placed. It’s a good idea to stick 
to neutral colors and simple patterns. Just be sure 
to follow your gut instead of following whatever 
happens to be trendy. You want to be sure you’ll 
love it five, 10, and 20 years from now.

3. Lighting

Lighting is one of the most overlooked elements 
of a custom build. Many people assume they 
have no other option than to use the exact same 
flush mount fixtures throughout their home. But 
nothing screams “cookie cutter” like taking that 
route. Trust us when we say that getting your 
lighting right is worth every penny because it will 
completely transform how you feel in each space. 

4. Faucets & Hardware

Your goal is to maintain some sort of consistency 
throughout. Your door handles, for one, should be 
identical throughout the entire home, while the 
finishes on your faucets and cabinet hardware can 
vary from room to room. Mixed metals can work 



in a room, but if you’re worried about the space 
feeling too cluttered or overdone, it’s much easier 
to keep it simple and stick to a single look.

5. Kitchen Countertops 

When it comes to selecting a surface that’s best for 
your kitchen counter, it’s important to look beyond 
both popularity and affordability. Countertops set 
the tone for the kitchen. Choose materials and a 
look that not only reflect your style but also are in 
line with how you use the kitchen.

6. Interior Paint 

Choose wisely. The right paint color for any room 
should reflect the mood you want to create in the 
room as well as complement its architecture and 
style. Paint truly transforms your space.

7. Exterior Paint 

Ideally, an exterior scheme should have three 
major parts: A field color that dominates; an 
accent color that brings shutters, doors, and other 
smaller parts to life; and the trim color. Once you 
have chosen an appealing combination of field 
and trim, make it stand out with an eye-catching 
accent color.

8. Exterior Door & Window Trim Color 

To create a subtler contrast, choose an exterior 
trim color that’s a few shades lighter or darker 
than your siding color. Combining shades from 
the same color family highlights your home’s 
architectural details without going too bold.

9. Landscaping 

Your landscape shows off your style and is 
your “welcome home” at the end of the day. 
Landscaping can quickly boost the perceived value 

of your home and may inspire your neighbors 
to take on their own landscaping challenges. 
Enjoying a great yard is one of the best parts of 
owning a home. 

10. Wallpaper vs. Paint

Both wallpaper and paint can bring a pop of color 
and style to any room. But which is the better 
option? Paint and wallpaper are both excellent 
choices, so it all depends on your personal 
preferences and room design. Paint that is 
professionally done can usually last for about 10 
years, depending on the amount of traffic in the 
room. Wallpaper usually lasts up to 15 years, even 
in high foot traffic areas of the home. 
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Log Home, Golf Course 
Home, Mountain View, 

or Lakefront Home

Approved Custom 
Homes, Inc.

We help you make the home 
and lifestyle of your dreams a 

reality.
 
Approved Custom Homes, Inc. 
is an expert in all facets of log 
home construction. A custom log 
home has a cozy, comfortable, and 
naturally soothing look and feel 
that is completely in sync with the 
natural beauty of the mountains, 
woods, and water that make the Hot 
Springs Village area so appealing. In 
addition to their aesthetic appeal, 
log homes are a popular choice 
for many reasons. They are eco-
friendlier and more sustainable. 
Logs are a renewable natural 
resource depleting fewer natural 
resources than traditional building 
materials. They last longer, weather 
storms better, and are 30 percent 
more energy efficient than other 
types of homes. In addition, log 
homes offer high indoor air quality 
and pleasant scent creating a relaxed 
and calming atmosphere.

Approved Custom Homes, Inc. 
builds homes in tune with your 
lifestyle. If hitting the links is at 
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BUILD YOUR
DREAM HOME
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the top of your list, you’ll find new construction homes in golf course communities with great 
golf course views and all the amenities that living in a golf course community provide. You can 
dine or enjoy a wealth of social activities in a country club setting or opt for a casual lunch at the 
clubhouse after a relaxed morning on the course. Hot Springs Village is a golfer’s paradise, with 
more than 10 courses offering all levels of play.
 
Love the lake lifestyle? Approved Custom Homes offers new construction homes with fantastic 
lake views. With 11 recreational lakes, Hot Springs Village is aptly described as a community 
of lakes surrounded by land. Amenities include swimming beaches, covered pavilions, and two 
full-service marinas. The lakes offer a variety of fun activities like fishing, swimming, paddle 
boarding, canoeing, kayaking, boating, and skiing. And, naturally, there is nothing like watching 
a shimmering sunset over the water after a barbecue with friends or rising early for a sunrise walk 
along the beach in your neighborhood.
 
Wherever you decide to build your dream home, Approved Custom Homes, Inc. assures you that 
they will provide you with the highest quality construction from start to finish. Their commitment 
to detail and follow-through is impeccable. Whether it’s a wooded mountain retreat, a custom 
home in a country club community, or with a dazzling view overlooking one of our shimmering 
lakes, Approved Custom Homes, Inc. will make your dream home a reality.

CALL 501-984-5885
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Log Homes Built to Last a Lifetime and Beyond

Log homes have a lasting appeal that never goes out of style. As one owner said, “A log home is not 
just a house, it’s a combination of yesterday and today, and will be around for many tomorrows.” 
You can feel the timeless connection to nature and history from the moment you open the door. The 
rustic ambiance is just one reason people choose log homes. 

Healthier for You and the Environment 
For You: Because log homes are made of all-natural components, you won’t suffer off-gassing 
like you can with manmade building materials. Log home construction, coupled with low-VOC 
(volatile organic compounds) stains and regular HVAC maintenance, will create a healthier indoor 
environment for you and your family. 

For the Environment: Not only are logs a renewable resource, but they contribute to reforestation 
and healthier forests. Unlike planed 2-by-4s, the milling process for log homes reduces construction 
waste and minimizes the carbon footprint in the process. Often log manufacturers recycle the waste 
they do create into mulch or even biofuel to heat their mills.

A Sensible Investment for Years to Come
The warm appeal of a log home extends beyond the natural beauty of the walls. The thermal mass 
of a log wall, along with a tight sealant system and quality roof insulation, windows, and doors, 
result in increased energy efficiency for comfort year-round while reducing energy consumption. 
The thickness and durability of logs make the home safer in the event of a storm. One of the 
features owners appreciate is the sheer livability of log homes. Open plans make it easy to entertain 
and enjoy time together. The versatility of designs available—from traditional to contemporary—
enables owners to create a home that reflects their own unique personal style. A log home is a solid 
investment that pays off manyfold because of its durability and timeless appeal. It will be a place 
where generations can make memories to last a lifetime. When it comes time to sell, the financial 
gain is substantial, particularly if it’s built on a lake or in a mountain setting, within driving distance 
of a metropolitan area. 



New listing? Looking to buy? 
Need help with construction or property lots? Call me! 

Approved Custom Homes
207 Arvy Lane,  

Hot Springs Village, AR 71910

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

501-984-5885 
ApprovedCustomHomesInc.com
207 Arvy Lane,  
Hot Springs Village, AR 71910


