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THINGSTO DO ARTS

‘Miles of canvas’: In 50 years of painting, St. Croix River Valley artist Mary
Pettis has learned nature’s language

Her Wisconsin landscape ‘Quiet Visitor’ is a finalist in the international PleinAir Salon Art Competition
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Landscape artist Mary Pellis i walking along the SL Croix River i Interstate State Park just
sauth of Taylors Falls, trying Lo dedide an the subject af her nest painting.

“It shouldn'T be hall water, hall sky,” said Petlis, scanning the Wisconsin shoreline. “Generalty
speaking, the Slory should be either e water or the land. 5o where do you put the horizon
lime? 11 1 set up here, then what's going 1o happen with the light? Can [ rake a painting out of
something thats so subte and o dullz

Ir turns out she can.
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