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Why do civilisations collapse? Is our 
civilisation in danger? 



​Antonine Plague was truly disastrous, with an estimated 2,000 people dying every single day in​
​the city of Rome alone.​​9

​What does that mean for today’s society? According to NASA, since 1880, the Earth has warmed​
​about 1.36 degrees celsius - making the past ten years the hottest the planet has ever been.​​10

​These high temperatures are not only destroying natural habitats and causing water levels to rise,​
​but they are also drying out the earth - which leads to droughts becoming more commonplace.​​11

​However, all of that evaporated liquid ultimately leads to even heavier rainfall and more​
​flooding.​​12​​In September of 2023, the Mediterranean​​was ravaged by Storm Daniel. Libya,​
​specifically, suffered greatly, with more than 11,000 people dead and at least 10,000 missing as a​
​result of two dams collapsing under the intense rain.​​13​

​Still, for the most part, business has continued as usual, the train of materialism constantly​
​chugging along its tracks, leading the world to things bigger, better, and newer. Wildfires are​
​increasingly common: recently, New York City’s skyline turned orange from flames lit in the​
​forests of Canada - flames that were fueled by rising global temperatures and the melting of​
​icebergs.​​14​​Despite the spike in asthma-related hospitalizations​​in New York that followed, little​
​changed in terms of government policy or intervention.​​15​​All the warning signs are flashing right​
​in front of our faces, yet it seems we would rather go blind than see them.​

​The consequences of climate change are compounded by the recent pandemic, COVID-19,​
​which may well be our Antonine Plague. With COVID-19’s estimated death toll close to seven​
​million and the Antonine Plague wiping out between five and ten million Romans, the​
​similarities are eerie.​​16, 17​​The resulting economic​​uncertainty of such a wide-scale disease​
​combined with ignorance and apathy spell danger for even the greatest of civilisations. In its​
​final years, the Roman Empire suffered from civil unrest that divided the country and led to the​
​corruption of its leaders as it grew in size.​​18​

​All too familiar are the elements of decline and instability in our modern story. People grow​
​increasingly suspicious of those different to them, social media and news outlets acting as​
​kindling for the fire. All over the globe, leaders are failing to do what they promised they would,​
​civilians are losing trust in their government. In the U.S., pockets of Africa, South Asia, and​
​elsewhere, the very police who were meant to serve and protect the population are now seen as a​
​force to fear. Treaties and promises have been made and broken; nuclear weapons have become​
​reality rather than nightmare.​

​This is only the tip of the iceberg (which itself is endangered, thanks to humanity). We are once​
​again leaving the temperature range in which we thrive as homo sapiens and hurtling ourselves​
​towards our demise - we are killing ourselves, from the inside out. Having failed to learn from​
​the fatal mistakes of our predecessors, we, as a civilisation, are in grave danger.​
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