APPENDIX G—ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE PROCESS/GUIDELINES

The chart on the following page shows how to decide what type of CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) filing
is required for a given project. Most of the “Opportunities” identified in this Plan would be considered “Categorically
Exempt” for one of the reasons listed in this chart. However, there are a few that will require more extensive environ-
mental assessment documentation. We recommend that project proponents work with their local jurisdictional agency
representatives to determine what is required and how best to complete that documentation. It is very important to com-
plete this process or have the process well in hand before applying for any type of grant funding, as most government
grant programs will require completion of the environmental assessment/documentation process before awarding grant
funds.
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APPENDIX F—ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE PROCESS/GUIDELINES
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APPENDIX F—ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE PROCESS/GUIDELINES

Brownfield redevelopment has more stringent environmental assessment, clean-up and documentation requirements than
any other type of land use development project. A good resource for what is required for such development can be
found in EPA’s publication, “Anatomy of Brownfields Redevelopment”. This publication is available for download at:

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/anat_bf redev_101106.pdf

This applies specifically to Opportunity #6—22nd St. Brownfield Reclamation. In this particular case the brownfield
redevelopment would be for creating a park.

A brownfield is a property on which expansion, redevelopment, or reuse may be complicated by the presence, or perceived

presence, of contamination. EPA's Brownfields Program provides grants to fund environmental assessment, cleanup, and
job training activities. Additionally, EPA seeks to strengthen the marketplace and encourages stakeholders to leverage the
resources needed to clean up and redevelop brownfields.

This Brownfields Solutions Series fact sheet is intended to provide an overview of the brownfields redevelopment
process. The brownfields real estate redevelopment process, along with key challenges, critical participants, and example
redevelopment scenarios are discussed. Key real estate terms are highlighted in bold text. These terms are explained

on page 7. The information in this fact sheet is based on stakeholders’ experiences in the brownfields cleanup and
redevelopment process and does not represent the views of EPA.

Key Challenges
in Brownfields
Redevelopment

Several challenges make brownfields
CIL‘anuP ﬂl'ld erC"l:llJPT“L’nr llniqll{.'
compared to other real estate
dCV{.'I“Pr“L'nr PTH}CCL‘L T]‘JC\"K.'
challenges include:

*  Environmental Liability
Conl:erns: DL‘"L']UPCTS ﬂnd prnpcrry
owners want to manage past and
future liabilities associated with the
property’s environmental history.

*  Financial Barriers: Private lenders
are ilFl'L‘n mlucrant (L8] gi\’t_‘ II ans F(rr
potentially impaired lands. In some
CASCS, CIL‘SI'JI.IP COsts F‘IT a PTUPL'ITY
may Ultjﬂ):]['t_‘l)" 1"‘.' more Ehﬂ“ t}!L‘

property’s value.

= Cl Consid
A brownfields redevelopment

ions:

tim(.'ll‘“t' mﬂ}' tﬂk(.' |r:1‘lg€r (hﬂn
typical real estate development due
to environmental assessment and
clcanup activitics.

*  Reuse Planning: A reuse plan
based on community goals or
sound economic and environmental
information (e.g., marker potential)
may be ]acking,

In spite of these challenges, significant
opportunities exist for successful
hrtlwnﬁcldx n_'dcvdﬂpmcnl:, A
r{:duvc]npmcnr idL‘a rhﬂt \\"f}rkﬁ o l‘\ring
new life to an area, enhanced by public
SUPPUTI F(!I' tht’ prnjt‘ct, an create :]'IL'
momentum necessary to overcome the
challenges associated with brownfields
rransactions.

Critical Participants
. ™
in a Browntields
[ransaction and
Redevelopment
Effort
Property owners, public- and private-
sCCtor SER;(L‘h(}IdCTS, ﬂnd {IEI'I(_T !Jartics
(e.g., attorneys, regulators) have roles
and interests in brownfields c|t:'.1nup
.‘:nd rL‘dC\'l’.‘llJPanf L‘m‘fr_\'. Th{:n_‘ s
no specific point in the brownficlds
project that these participants must
be identified and involved, but the
more participants involved in the
I.I'PFJ'()I'I{ p]anning, ['!'I{.' SITIUO[hL‘T E])l’.‘
project planning process. Included
on the ﬁ:”uwing page isa table that
summarizes the roles each participant
plays in a brownficlds transaction and
their interest in a successful transaction.
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