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Huw Merriman MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Luke Hall MP
Minister for Rough Sleeping and Housing
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government
Fry Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF

Tel: 0303 444 3460
Email: luke.hall@communities.gov.uk 
 
www.gov.uk/mhclg 
 
Our Ref: 8584661

10 August 2020

 
Dear Huw,

Thank you for your email dated 24 July, on behalf of your constituent Mr Mike Gadd of 
Helouan, Mutton Hall Lane, Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 8NX about the approach to new 
housing in Wealden.
   
The Government is clear that in order to help make home ownership affordable for more 
people, and to help more people be able to rent their own home, we need to deliver more 
homes. More homes are needed in the least affordable areas to inhibit soaring house prices. 
As a general rule, we would expect an increase in housing provision to improve the overall 
affordability of homes. Making sure local authorities plan for the right number of homes is a 
crucial first step.  

The National Planning Policy Framework, revised in 2018, implemented a standard method 
for calculating local housing need to enable all communities to have a clear, transparent 
understanding of the minimum number of homes they need.  In February 2019, short-term 
changes were made to the standard method, with planning practice guidance being changed 
to specify that the 2014-based household projections were to be used within the standard 
method. This short-term change was proposed to offer stability at the same time as ensuring 
the standard method remained consistent with our supply aspirations. When the short-term 
change was implemented we committed to undertake a review and bring forward longer term 
options.

I am pleased to confirm that review has been undertaken and we are currently consulting on 
a new proposed standard method in our consultation Changes to the current planning 
system. We would welcome Mr Gadd’s views as part of this consultation which is available at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-current-planning-system. 

We are also consulting on wider reforms to the planning system which will streamline and 
modernise the planning process, bring a new focus to design and sustainability, improve the 
system of developer contributions to infrastructure, and ensure more land is available for 
development where it is needed in the planning White Paper Planning for the Future which is 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future. Again, we 
would welcome Mr Gadd’s views as part of this consultation. 

Mr Gadd raises specific concerns about the build-out of planning permissions. Through 
Planning for the Future, we want to explore how the revised planning system can best 
support the build-out of development, which will include ensuring that growth areas comprise 
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variety of building types which can be taken forward by different builders. We will also consult 
on options for improving the data held on contractual arrangements for land to help improve 
competition.

Mr Gadd mentions concerns about empty homes. The number of long term empty homes 
remains substantially lower than when records began in 2004. Local authorities have powers 
and strong incentives to tackle empty homes. Through the New Homes Bonus they receive 
the same amount for bringing an empty home back into use as building a new one. Billing 
authorities in England also have the power to charge extra council tax – on top of the 
standard bill – on properties that have been empty for at least two years. Furthermore, in 
certain circumstances, local authorities can exercise powers, through an Empty Dwelling 
Management Order (EDMO) to take over the management of long-term empty homes in 
order to bring them back into use in the private rented sector.  

Once again, I appreciate how important these matters are to Mr Gadd and I am grateful to 
you for writing in on his behalf. 

LUKE HALL
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