Ceremonial Firing of Rifles
Narrative:

“The Ceremonial Firing of Rifles is part of the traditional funeral services with military honors. 

The tradition comes from long ago, when a vanquished enemy fired all cannons as a sign of respect and disarmament because the reloading procedure was once very time consuming. It was a signal that meant they could no longer do harm. Today it serves as a final salute in honor of our fallen comrades.

21 is the highest military honor afforded.

The tomb guard at Arlington National Cemetery executes 21 paces at the Tomb of the Unknowns, and Heads of State are afforded 21 individual rounds.

A soldier is afforded three volleys of rifle fire as a final solemn tribute. These volleys are often fired from seven rifles so that 21 rounds are actually fired. The volleys or vales, originates form ancient times when three handfuls of dirt was thrown into the grave and the name of the deceased was repeated three times. The word vale means farewell, so to our fallen hero, farewell and rest easy.”

Firing Party fires salute.
