LAST ALARM

THE MEN AND WOMEN OF TODAY’S FIRE SERVICE ARE CONFRONTED WITH A MORE DANGEROUS WORK ENVIRONMENT THAN EVER BEFORE.  WE ARE FORCED TO CONTINUALLY CHANGE OUR STRATEGIES AND TACTICS TO ACCOMPLISH OUR TASKS.

OUR METHODS MAY CHANGE, BUT OUR GOALS REMAIN THE SAME AS THEY WERE IN THE PAST; TO SAVE LIVES AND PROTECT PROPERTY, SOMETIMES AT A TERRIBLE COST.  THIS IS WHAT WE DO, THIS IS OUR CHOSEN PROFESSION, AND THIS IS THE TRADITION OF THE FIREFIGHTER.

THE FIRE SERVICE OF TODAY IS EVER CHANGING, BUT IT IS STEEPED IN TRADITIONS OVER 200 YEARS OLD.  ONE SUCH TRADITION IS THE RINGING OF A BELL.

IN THE PAST, AS FIREFIGHTERS BEGAN THEIR TOUR OF DUTY, IT WAS THE BELL THAT SIGNALED THE BEGINNING OF THAT DAY’S SHIFT.  THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND NIGHT, EACH ALARM WAS SOUNDED BY A BELL, WHICH SUMMONED THESE BRAVE SOULS TO FIGHT FIRES AND TO PLACE THEIR LIVES IN JEOPARDY FOR THE GOOD OF THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS.  AND WHEN THE FIRE WAS OUT AND THE ALARM HAD COME TO AN END, IT WAS A BELL THAT SIGNALED TO ALL, THE COMPLETION OF THE CALL.  WHEN A FIREFIGHTER DIED, PAYING THE SUPREME SACRIFICE, IT WAS THE MOURNFUL TOLL OF THE BELL THAT SOLEMNLY ANNOUNCED A COMRADES PASSING.

WE UTILIZE THESE TRADITIONS AS SYMBOLS, WHICH REFLECT HONOR AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH AND WHO HAVE SERVED SO WELL.  TO SYMBOLIZE THE DEVOTION THAT THESE BRAVE SOULS HAD FOR THEIR DUTY, A SPECIAL SIGNAL OF THREE RINGS WAS ADOPTED FROM ROMAN TIMES.  THESE THREE TOLLS REPRESENT THE END OF OUR COMRADES’ DUTY, THEIR TOUR COMPLETE AND THEY WILL BE RETURNING TO QUARTERS.  AND SO, TO THOSE WHO HAVE SELFLESSLY DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO SERVING OTHERS; THEIR TASKS COMPLETED, THEIR DUTIES DONE, WE SOUND THE BELL.

TO OUR COMRADE ___________; HIS/HER LAST ALARM, HE/SHE IS GOING HOME.

VARIATION #1

“The last alarm is a tribute by which Emergency service personnel honor their fallen brothers and sisters.

The significance of the bells is a tradition carried forth from ancient times, when Roman Legionaries would toss three handfuls of soil into the grave of a fallen comrade. Overtime, this motion has become known as the three tolls of the bell.

Tradition also has it, that in the early days of firefighting, a fire company was given an alarm by ringing in a bell code. The alarm code 5-5-5 signified that the company was returning to quarters.

At this time we ask everyone to join hands as the bell is tolled in solemn remembrance and tribute to all the soles who have answered their Last Alarm.”

VARIATION #2

“The last alarm is a tribute by which Emergency service personnel honor their fallen brothers and sisters.

The significance of the bells is a tradition carried forth from ancient times, when Roman Legionaries would toss three handfuls of soil into the grave of a fallen comrade. Overtime, this motion has become known as the three tolls of the bell.

The bell will be tolled 21 times today, the highest honor, in solemn remembrance and tribute to all the soles who have answered their Last Alarm.

We will now observe a moment of silence, which will be broken by the tolling of the Last Alarm.”
