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CONTINUING EDUCATION REPORT 
Annual Meeting of Members, April 2026 

The goal of the MDAA Continuing Education Committee it to always provide 2 annual lectures a year that is not only providing receivable points to our 1300+ members, but to make them accessible to the MB Province, affordable and also interesting. We continue to think of challenging topics to increase our education in this fast-changing world with new dental technology and treatment options. We are always open to hearing new opinions and topics in this area as we work to serve you the members.

We started the year off with our Spring CE session held via Zoom.  128 members were in attendance. This was presented by 2 speakers.

First being Melanie Legace from Germiphene and Young Innovations. She spoke on the ‘Guide to Infection Control’ for creating a culture of safety in dental offices. Lots of great tips and reminders to maintaining protocols in the clinic to safeguard both patient and staff health.

Second speaker was Dr. Carlo Sgarbanti, a Periodontic specialist spoke about the Importance of the Dental Assistant in the management of the periodontal patient. Early detection is crucial for treatment options and maintenance so assisting screenings and educating patients ensures optimal outcomes. It was noted that 57 conditions are currently being hypothesized to be linked with periodontal diseases, cardiovascular disease being a common one.

The fall CE session held via Zoom. 121 members were in attendance. This was presented by 2 speakers.

Opening presenter- for our point in Infection control - was Kathy Purves, who spoke on all areas of water in dental offices. Reviewing water quality regulations in Canada starting from drinking water sources and comparing these regulations around the world and what water quality means to health and safety. Discussed why dental unit waterlines are prone to problems with water quality and educating ourselves on water quality is important.

Second speaker was Martha Szczepulski who is a professional education leader and with Oral Science spoke on How to Break the Caries Cycle starting with teaching OHI to patients as the average amount of high-risk patients we see in our chair is approx. 85%. Learning tips on how to change the disease management with tips and risk assessment. Products available that help with prevention were given.


Respectfully submitted,
Pam Mikos, RDA
MDAA CE Committee Member
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