	
	
	B0



Pastor Jaime Larson-McLoone
“Neighboring your Way to a Fuller Life”

GOSPEL READING Luke 10:25-37; Glory to you, O Lord. 
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
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Pastor Jamie Larson-McLoone lets you in on the secret behind the Bible story of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus literally tells us, "Do this, and you will live."  Really. Truly. Live. 
I don’t know about you, but I tend to think about the word “neighbor” primarily as a noun.
Have you met the new neighbor? I bet our neighbor would lend us his drill. Our neighbors will pick up the mail for us. What’s the deal with the neighbors? 
That’s how the lawyer is thinking about neighbors. As nouns. People. People that God calls him to love. But he wants to know: Who is my neighbor? Actually, I think he really wants to know who’s NOT my neighbor. But Jesus doesn’t let the lawyer off that easy. 
Who’s your neighbor? For those of us who have heard this story over and over, that’s simple. It’s everybody. Even the person you consider your enemy. 
But in his parable, Jesus also answers a question the lawyer didn’t ask: What does a neighbor do?
This parable challenges us to think about the word “neighbor” as a verb. Jesus invites us to practice “neighboring.”
But first, Jesus shows us how not to neighbor. 
A man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was attacked by robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and left him half-dead.
A priest and Levite cross over to the other side of the road and keep on walking. That’s not what a neighbor does. Easy answer. 
Sometimes we make excuses for these religious leaders. They needed to keep the law, to be ceremonially clean, and therefore couldn’t risk touching a dead body. 
Nope. Any religious ceremony would have happened in Jerusalem. And the language of the text makes clear, these guys were traveling down, away from Jerusalem. And anyway, Jewish law would have dictated that they care for the injured man. Or attend to a dead body.
So what’s wrong with these guys? Are they corrupt? Elitist?
I imagine the priest and Levite are a lot like us. Fallible humans. Humans like us who too often pass by on the other side. Humans like us who are really good at making excuses for why it’s better not to get involved.
Excuses like: It’s too dangerous. This was a dangerous road to travel. You stop and help someone, and you might end up half-dead, too. Or worse. Completely dead. 
Excuses like: Maybe he’s the robber and his intended victim got away. Maybe he’s not worth saving. If I offer help, he might take advantage of me. 
Excuses like: It’s his own fault. He was probably flaunting his wealth. He was asking to be robbed. Or, he shouldn’t have been traveling at such a dangerous time of day. He shouldn’t be on this road at all if he can’t protect himself. 
Excuses like: It’s none of our business. It doesn’t affect us. We are not equipped to deal with that emergency.
Excuses that keep us from getting too close.
That keep us from being moved with pity. 
The Samaritan didn’t pass by on the other side. He did the opposite. He came near. He saw up close what had happened to the man. 
And he was moved with pity. 
Sometimes we attach a negative quality to the word “pity.” Like: Aww, what a pity that he made such poor choices. 
But in the ancient Greek, this phrase “moved with pity” indicates deep, visceral empathy or compassion. Compassion that you feel in your gut. Compassion that compels you to respond.
What would allow the Samaritan to be filled with compassion when the priest and Levite weren’t? Was he just a more compassionate person? Or did the priest and Levite lack compassion? 
We don’t get any nuance about who these characters are, outside of basic labels: priest, Levite, Samaritan. But we know they differed in their actions. Two passed by. One came near. “But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.”
The Samaritan is an enemy of the Jews. He’s probably also a busy guy, not unlike the priest and the Levite. Perhaps equally subject to the temptation to pass by on the other side of the road. 
But he doesn’t. He comes near. And that makes all the difference for the man left half-dead. And I wonder if it makes all the difference for the Samaritan as well. 
The lawyer wanted to know: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus tells a story about finding life eternal - and finding real, true, full life in the present. A story about coming near.
What if the definition of neighboring is coming near? Coming near to those in need instead of passing them by. Listening to their stories instead of making excuses or assumptions. What if it is in the coming near that we find life? What if in another’s healing, we are somehow healed, too? 
What if the real life that Jesus intends is only possible when we draw near enough to help one another live?
Perhaps passing by on the other side constitutes only half a life. Maybe in our busy-ness and excuse-making and passing by on the other side, we are unwittingly walking around half-dead. 
God knows we are tempted to pass by on the other side. God knows how often we give in to temptation. And God still loves and forgives us. But God also invites us. God invites us to risk coming near - so that we might find life.
What does that look like in our world? What does it look like to practice neighboring?
Here’s what it looks like for the Guest House of Milwaukee, which will receive this month’s noisy can offering. It looks like coming near to people who are experiencing homelessness. Not just providing short-term housing, but offering long-term accompaniment. Connecting with people. Developing relationships that help people living with mental illness, addiction, disabilities - or those who have a history in the criminal justice system.
Those who work with the Guest House come near to people in need in order to overcome homelessness.
Where might God be calling us to come near? To practice neighboring?
Maybe it really is to visit a next-door neighbor who is lonely or hurting, instead of promising yourself you’ll get to it when life slows down. 
Maybe it’s engaging in a hard conversation, when we’d rather pass by, or at least change the subject.
Maybe it’s suppressing the urge to speak up in order to justify ourselves, and instead listening to someone whose need or viewpoint or politics we don’t understand.
Or maybe it’s remembering when someone came near to you in a time of need and praying that God will show you where you might do the same for another.
We are free to choose. Whether we pass by those in need or come near, we can’t escape the reach of God’s grace. But passing by comes with a cost. 
When we pass by those in need, we are settling. Settling for less than the full life God intends for us. Jesus invites us to come near, be moved with compassion, heal and be healed. 
The God who comes near to us in Jesus invites us to love our neighbors not just from a distance, but up close. Not just in words, but in actions. 
“Do this,” Jesus says, “and you will live.
