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Clarendon Hills Infant Welfare president Jen Alsman, left, works on the 2021 benefit with benefit co-chairs Danielle Wheel
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Reimagining a benefit

¢ -
Over the past number of approach to hold a benefit in

Mike Ellis

The Clarendon Hills chap-
ter of the Infant Welfare So-
ciety of Chicago auxiliary
(Cl-il W) is unveiling a novel
approach lo its annual bene-
fit in January, in light of the
Coronavirus pandemic.

years, CHIW has hosted its

early 2021.

benefit—which functions as 4% “We knew we wanted

the chapter’s largest year-
ly fundraiser—in the club-
house of Butterfield Country
Club in Oak Brook.

But with large gatherings
suspended indefinitely, 'the
chapter needed to modify its

to do something—we just
didn’t know, what that some-
thing could be—and we
knew we couldn’t gather in
a big group of people in Jan-
uary,” CHIW president Jen
Alsman said.

Alsman  said  chapter
members suggested sundry
alternative concepts, such
as a golf outing or virtual
5K, but because they want-
ed to keep the same January
timeframe, ultimately set-
tled on a scattered approach,
whereby homeowners can
welcome guests into their

respective homes, while a
virtual video component
links the overarching event
together.

Benefit co-chairs Danielle
Wheeler and Melissa Wood-
bury—who is concurrently
serving as chapter vice pres-
ident—had been assigned to
the benefit prior to the onset

of the pandemic in March,
having. functioned as “step-

up” chairs during ‘t.he—'!a‘stb .

galain January.
Woodbury said the driving
force behind continuing the
benefit this year is tln\t"_""e
are giving to a population -
who is in need of healﬂu_:ll'ﬂ ’
resources.” pet

ES

T

“In a crisis such as this,
which is health-related, it's
become ever more acute for
them to be able to access the
services that the Angel Har-

ly] Health Center

Iy on a sparkly dress, u i
on a sparkly dress, set your table with china
- You can make it anything you want."

you look

tion overall, IS percent of T =
Americans just don't have - ing. that night as they would do
healthcare today. “We can’t control how on Christmas Eve to signi-

“So we wanted to be sure many people you have in fy their participation in the
that we were doing some- your house,” Woodbury  benefit. > f
thing that would still sup- said. “We hope that people 3
port the population we've who host will encourage  provided by the English
been supporting all these...  their guests to give gener-  Garden Flower Shop in
years-that [nfant Welfare  ou ! >

c s

has been here in Clarendon No sts hos rocuring
Hills.” S ~ not required to ! .
Alsman  said  chapter tickets, but the chapter is that
bers have di hopeful that they will be

ed flexibility in “pivoting”  spired to give by bidding on " chapter
from the comfortable con- auction items and participat-  As for food a
fines of a Butterfield benefit  ing in a raffle. Wheeler’s
to aunique, untried coficept: ~ “Our- silent auction has cater
“Everyone’s been work- always been virtual: we’ve Cuisine will
ing really hard to figure always done it from our host homes
something out that we hope phones,” Wheeler said. “So  radius,
people will like, and that we  that actually won’t change  “We’re going to be
hope will be successful in for people.” ing all the meals
bringing those donations for  The raffle will be a 50~ who wants food deliy
the people who need it the 50 concept, with half of the their home,” Wheeler

most,” she said, money contributed being Wheeler, whose c:
Scheduled for Jan. 23, the  donated to Infant Welfare.  will na

benefit will be held at vari-  “[For] every ticket that

ous locations. you buy, half will go to In- Infant

The purchase of a $75 fant Welfare,” Woodbury  Cuit
ticket affords any individu- said, “and the other half will  tering
al access to a link to virtual £0 into the pot; so the more people,
benefit evening  entertain- tickets that we sell, the big-  dinners
ment and content, including  ger the pot gets,” ]
a comedian, silent and live  CHIW has also retained
auctions, a mﬂie"iﬁ'd infor- its photographer’s services
mation concemning the Clar- o roam around to local host
endon Hills chapter and In-  homes and capture the eve
fant Welfare’s Angel Harvey ning atm z 3
Family Health Centeronthe  As for

attire and themes,

Northwest Side of Chicago.  Wheeler said those are real
Any ticket purchaser is el- ly at the discretion of
igible to host their own par- and their guests.

I

ty to celebrate the benefitin  “If you want to put ¢ a
their home. sparkly dress, put on a sp

Woodbury described the kly dress, set
concept as a “pop-up” ben-  china,”
efit in your home, with the
overall event consisting of
Separate parties, “but we are  tick
giving them all the compo-  opti
nents to make it as easy as  jous
possible for them.”

Host homes may invite a5 minaria,
many guests to- participate
as they are comfortable do-
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The chapter will also be oﬁ‘mng
a single $5.000 “platinum ticket,”
which, if purchased, will consist of
a chef in the horne, servers, a wine
and spirits bar, luminaria, dinner
for ten, floral accents and a limo
ride for guests to be conveyed to
the host home.

While this novel benefit ap-
proach carries uncertainty and un-
casiness, the chapter is also keenly
aware that it presents an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness for its
cause and engage newcomers that
would not otherwise be able to at-
tend a Butterfield benefit, capped
at roughly 300 guests.

“It was a hard change, because
we're so used to what we do,” Als-
man said, “but | actually think a lot

of p0<im‘s can come out of doing
it this \\a\

Becanse the benefit will feature
a virtual component, it is not con-
fined within any specific geograph-

ic boundaries, offering homeown-
ers well beyond Clarendon Hills
and surrounding communities the

<
*

Clarendon Hills Infant Welfare will present its annual benefit on Jan. 2

$75 ticket is eligible to host a benefit party in their home.
opportunity to partake in the eve-
ning.

“There could be a thousand dif-
ferent people hosting, anywhere
in the United States,” Woodbury

said. ... “If you go online and buy
a ticket on the Infant Welfare web-
site, you could buy it from Des
Moines and participate for $75.”
Alsman encouraged Clarendon

3. Anyone who purchases a

Hills residents who have not pre-
viously participated in the benefit
to “give it a try” this year.

“l think all charities right now
are working really hard to do what

j;_vlmpaCteéEy the yrus

“and we jﬂst want to be sure we
raise as much money as we can”
for the uninsured and underinsured
indivi receive

hosts jbr the eizenmg can purchaye
tickets for § 75, as well as optional

org. For ) more uzﬁ)rmatzan about
the Infant Welfare Society of Chi-
cago, visit www.infantwelfaresoci-
ety.org.




