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IN THE PAST FEW YEARS, THE GREYHOUND COMMUNITY HAS BEEN
RECOGNIZING AN INCREASING PROBLEM WITH PERSISTENT
HOOKWORMS. THE ISSUE WAS INITIALLY NOTICED BY ADOPTION
GROUPS AS THE MAJORITY OF RETIRING GREYHOUNDS FROM FLORIDA
STARTED ARRIVING WITH HOOKWORMS, DESPITE ROUTINE
DEWORMING AT RACING KENNELS, AND SOME WERE GETTING SICK
WITH GI SIGNS. THE STRESS OF THE TRANSPORTATION AND
TRANSITION FROM TRACK TO HOME LIFE LIKELY RESULTED IN THE
ONSET OF CLINICAL SIGNS AND INCREASED WORM BURDEN IN DOGS
THAT WERE ASYMPTOMATIC IN THE STABLE, FAMILIAR ENVIRONMENT
OF THE TRACK.

HOOKWORMS CAN BE DIFFICULT TO COMPLETELY CLEAR BECAUSE OF
A PHENOMENON CALLED LARVAL LEAK. SOME OF THE IMMATURE
LARVA GO DORMANT IN THE TISSUES OUTSIDE THE INTESTINAL
TRACT. THOSE LARVA CAN STAY INACTIVE FOR LONG PERIODS OF
TIME, AND THEY OFTEN DON'T BECOME ACTIVE AGAIN UNTIL THE
NUMBER OF WORMS IN THE INTESTINES DROP. SO WHEN THE DOG IS
DEWORMED, THOSE DORMANT LARVA RE-EMERGE AND RE-INFEST THE
INTESTINES, AND THE WHOLE CYCLE STARTS OVER AGAIN. BECAUSE
THE HOOKWORM LIFE CYCLE TAKES 2-3 WEEKS TO COMPLETE, THE
WAY TO TREAT LARVAL LEAK IS TO DEWORM EVERY 2 WEEKS.

IN ADDITION TO LARVAL LEAK, IT SEEMS THAT SOME OF THE
HOOKWORMS ARE ALSO BECOMING RESISTANT TO THE COMMON
DEWORMERS. RACING GREYHOUND BREEDERS IN FLORIDA BEGAN TO
NOTICE PROBLEMS WITH HOOKWORMS EVEN WHILE DEWORMING
PUPPIES WITH THE STANDARD, VETERINARIAN-RECOMMENDED
PRODUCTS AND PROTOCOLS. THIS SUSPECTED COMBINATION OF
LARVAL LEAK AND POSSIBLE RESISTANCE CAN MAKE |IT VERY
DIFFICULT TO ELIMINATE HOOKWORM INFESTATIONS.
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TREATMENT

AFTER TRYING VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF DEWORMERS AND
PROTOCOLS OVER THE PAST 2-3 YEARS, | HAVE HAD GOOD RESULTS
WITH USING MONTHLY ADVANTAGE MULTI, ALONG WITH A STANDARD
DEWORMER GIVEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH BETWEEN DOSES
OF ADVANTAGE MULTI. FOR THE STANDARD DEWORMER, | USUALLY
USE DRONTAL PLUS (OR COMPOUNDED EQUIVALENT), OR A 5-DAY
COURSE OF PANACUR (FENBENDAZOLE) WITH A DOSE OF PYRANTEL
PAMOATE GIVEN ON THE LAST DAY. | ADD THE PYRANTEL FOR ADDED
EFFECT BECAUSE IT WORKS SYNERGISTICALLY WITH FENBENDAZOLE.
FOR DOGS THAT ARE ASYMPTOMATIC FOR THE HOOKWORMS, | WILL
OFTEN JUST TREAT WITH MONTHLY ADVANTAGE MULTI AND ONLY
ADD ANOTHER DEWORMER IF THE DOG DEVELOPS DIARRHEA OR
OTHER GI SIGNS.

EVEN WITH AN EFFECTIVE PROTOCOL, BECAUSE OF LARVAL LEAK, IT
CAN TAKE 6-8 MONTHS OR MORE BEFORE THE HOOKWORM
INFESTATION CAN BE FULLY ELIMINATED. OFTEN, EVEN GETTING ONE
OR TWO NEGATIVE FECAL FLOTATION RESULTS DOESN'T MEAN THE
DOG IS CLEAR. I USUALLY RECOMMEND CONTINUING MONTHLY
ADVANTAGE MULTI UNTIL A MINIMUM OF 2-3 NEGATIVE RESULTS ON
FECALS DONE SEVERAL WEEKS APART. THE IDEXX FECAL ANTIGEN
TEST MAY BE MORE ACCURATE, BUT IT WOULD STILL BE PRUDENT TO
CONTINUE ADVANTAGE MULTI FOR A FEW MORE MONTHS PAST A
NEGATIVE RESULT.

**A NOTE ON A COUPLE OTHER HOOKWORM TREATMENT PROTOCOLS
THAT HAVE BEEN SHARED AND DISCUSSED ON VARIOUS GROUPS. |
WOULD NOT RECOMMEND USING ADVANTAGE MULTI EVERY 2 WEEKS
AS DESCRIBED IN WHAT IS CALLED THE “PRISON PROTOCOL". WITH
MONTHLY ADMINISTRATION OF ADVANTAGE MULTI, THE ACTIVE
INGREDIENT OF MOXIDECTIN REACHES STEADY STATE IN THE
BLOODSTREAM AFTER THE 3RD DOSE. STEADY STATE MEANS THAT
THERE IS AN EFFECTIVE LEVEL OF THE MEDICATION IN THE BLOOD
CONSTANTLY, SO IT PROVIDES CONTINUOUS DEWORMING ACTIVITY,
AND THERE IS NO NEED TO ADMINISTER IT MORE FREQUENTLY.
USING ADVANTAGE MULTI EVERY 2 WEEKS, ESPECIALLY FOR AN
EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME, WILL RESULT IN BLOOD LEVELS OF
MOXIDECTIN THAT ARE SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER THAN WHAT HAS
BEEN PROVEN TO BE SAFE IN THE PRODUCT APPROVAL STUDIES.

THERE ARE ALSO SOME PEOPLE WHO ADVOCATE THE USE OF THE
HORSE DEWORMERS QUEST OR QUEST PLUS, WHICH CONTAIN
MOXIDECTIN, THE SAME ACTIVE INGREDIENT AS ADVANTAGE MULTI.
WHILE | UNDERSTAND THE PRACTICAL NEED FOR THIS WHEN



MANAGING LARGE POPULATIONS OF DOGS, SUCH AS ON GREYHOUND
FARMS OR RACING KENNELS, | WOULD NOT RECOMMEND THIS FOR
PET GREYHOUNDS. THERE IS NO ESTABLISHED ORAL DOSE OF
MOXIDECTIN IN DOGS, SO WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS SAFE AND
EFFECTIVE FOR HOOKWORMS, STICKING WITH THE APPROVED
PRODUCT, ADVANTAGE MULTI, IS PREFERABLE.
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