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May	24,	2020	Sixth	Sunday	of	Pascha:	Sunday	of	the	Blind	Man	
	

Welcome	to	St.	Nicholas	Antiochian	Orthodox	Church	
We	 greet	 you	 in	 the	 Name	 of	 the	 Lord,	 and	 are	 thankful	 for	 your	 visit	 to	 pray	 with	 us.	 Your	
participation	 in	the	work	of	all	who	enter	here	with	faith,	reverence	and	the	fear	of	God	makes	
the	Divine	Liturgy	alive.	For	the	“lit-orgia”	is	truly	the	“work	of	the	people.”	
	
St.	Nicholas	Orthodox	Church’s	mission	is	to	assist	people	of	all	races,	cultures	and	backgrounds	
on	their	 journey	to	God’s	Kingdom	by	standing	 firm	 in	 the	Gospel	handed	down	to	us	by	Christ	
and	His	Apostles.	We	will	accomplish	this	mission	by	a)	living	a	full	liturgical	and	sacramental	life,	
b)	 proclaiming	 the	 Orthodox	 Christian	 faith	 to	 all	 people,	 c)	 providing	 effective	 charitable	 and	
social	 programs,	 and	 d)	 establishing	 strong	 spiritual	 leadership	 and	 educational	 resources.	 St.	
Nicholas	is	a	living	reflection	of	Christ	and	shines	as	a	light	to	all	people.	
	
Communion	is	reserved	for	those	Orthodox	Christians	who	prepared	themselves	through	regular	
confession	and	fasting	from	the	night	before.	Others	may	approach	the	chalice	for	a	blessing	and	
partake	of	the	antidoron	(blessed	bread).	
	
To	 encourage	 a	 proper	 spirit	 of	 prayer	 and	 devotion,	 we	 respectfully	 ask	 that	 you	 enter	 the	
sanctuary	 quietly	 during	 the	 Diving	 Liturgy.	 Please,	 do	 NOT	 enter	 or	 exit	 the	 sanctuary	 at	 the	
following	times:	

• When	the	priest	censes	the	church	
• During	the	Little	Entrance	with	the	Gospel	
• During	the	reading	of	the	Epistle	and	Gospel.	(You	may	enter	the	nave	immediately	after	

the	reading	of	each	is	completed).	
• During	the	delivery	of	the	Sermon	
• During	the	Great	Entrance	with	the	Holy	Gifts	
• During	 the	 Prayers	 of	 Consecration.	 You	 may	 enter	 the	 nave	 after	 the	 Hymn	 to	 the	

Theotokos	“It	Is	Truly	Meet.”	
	
REGULAR	SERVICE	SCHEDULE		
Saturday	 	5:00	PM	Vespers	
Sunday		 	9:30	AM	Orthros		 	 10:30	AM	Divine	Liturgy		

	
PLEASE	PRAY	FOR	THE	FOLLOWING	BROTHERS	&	SISTERS:	

	
Departed:	Anna	Jacob,	Bertha	Bouren,	Claire	Kelsey	Green,	Donna	Abood,	Cornelia	Biggers,	
Fahd	Kassis,	Nasser	Elias	Kakesh,	Kosta	Radich,	Helen	Kirshy,	Olga	Kovalenko,	Jennie	Davis,	
Richard	Austin,	Daniel	Karpelenia,	Thekla	Massouh,	Zachary	Mason	
	
Shut-Ins/Sick:	Metropolitan	PAUL,	Archbishop	YOHANNAH,	Annette	Haddad,	Nicholas	Hughes,	
Schauki	Kassis,	John	Bennett,	Rose	Beede,	Alice	Flaherty,	Theodora	Ohlinger,	Sally	Bell,		
Bob	Bostley,	Bill	Yopp,	George	Joseph	Rolfes,	Aurelia	Buda,	Evelyn	Lonack,	Richard	Pippy,	Diane	
Zorich,	Lisa	McCoy,	Viola	Haddad,	Susana	Kassis,	Mary	Semaan	
	
For	the	Health	of:		Fr.	Lazarus	Sucanto,	Kh.	Virginia	Massouh,	Pf.	Margot	Siniari,	Angela	Jacob,	
Farhat	David,	Helen	Massarelli,	Carole	Massarelli,	Evelyn	Salem,	Helen	Salem,	Ruth	&	Evern	Hazel,	
Georgette	Abraham,	Mariam	Haddad,	Bryan	Haddad,		Nasir	Kassis,	Mitch	&	Geri	Kanaan,		
Mary	Ellen	James,	Alice	Faccenda,	David	&	Eva	Szabo,	Marion	Bostley,	Theodore	Todorow,			
Alex	Gimon,	Leo	Poirier,	Collin	Lamkin,	Sophie	Massouh,	Stephen	Bove’,	Leila	Bashara,		
Natalie	Floreancig,	Mary	Magdalene	Foltz,	Marie	Miller,	Diane	Karns,	Paula	Massouh,		
Charlene	Toney,	Gail	&	Charlie	Barnett,	Suha	Mansour,	Bob	Poirier,	Bruce	Bingham,	Dorothy	
Mihelic,	Loretta	Karpelenia	
	
Service	Members:	 	 Christopher	 Salem	 (USAF):	 Nephew	 of	 Helen	 Salem,	 Peter	McIntire	 (Army):	
Grand	 Nephew	 of	 Viola	 Haddad,	 Curtis	 Brickwood	 (Navy):	 Fr	 Michael’s	 Cousin,	 David	 Butler	
(Navy):	Son	of	Joanna	Kassis	Butler,	Trenton	Wesley	(Army):	grandson	of	Leila	Bashara	
	

God grant you many years.... 
BIRTHDAYS	

	 	 May	26		 	 Lea	Maria	Rahbani	
	 	 May	27		 	 Helen	Massarelli		
	

ANNIVERSARIES	
	 	 May	25		 	 John	&	Carol	Hisiro	 	 	
	

	
	

The Church has a new SECURE business address for receiving money, 
packages, and special deliveries. Please use:  
 
       St. Nicholas Orthodox Church  
       7780 49th Street N, #239  
       Pinellas Park FL 33781 



RESURRECTIONAL	APOLYTIKION	IN	TONE	FIVE	
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 
Virgin for our salvation. For He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; 
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
	

THE SYNAXARION 
On May 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable Stylites Simeon the 
Younger of the Mountain of Wonders and Nikitas of Pereyaslavl-Zalesski; Martyr Meletios the 
General of Galatia; and Venerable Vincent of Lerins. On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we 
celebrate the miracle wrought by our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was 
blind from his birth.  

Verses 
O Light of Light most perfect, and Light-provider,  

On the blind from birth, O Word, eyes Thou bestowest. 
The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human effort, while leaving the Temple on the 
Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that the man was born without eyes. 
Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in his eye sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a 
famous water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior did not send him there because his eye sockets were covered in 
clay, nor did the pool have healing power, but instead to test his faith and obedience. The blind man 
proclaimed that Jesus healed him, but this confession caused him to be cast out by the enemies of the truth. 
Even his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind man followed Jesus from that moment 
forward. By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen.  
	

THE	EPISTLE	
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.  

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared. 
 

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 
In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit 
of divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, “These 
men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she did for 
many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I charge you in the Name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they 
had brought them to the magistrates they said, “These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They 
advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking 
them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they 
had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. 
Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so thatthe foundations of the prison were shaken. And 
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and 
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he 
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them 
out and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that 
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he 

was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food 
before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38) 

At that time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from his birth. And His 
Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made 
manifest in him. I must work the works of Him Who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when 
no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As He said this, he 
spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying 
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” [which means Sent]. So he went and washed and came 
back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 
said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I 
went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not 
know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they 
again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He 
said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know 
that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said 
this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess 
Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, 
ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give 
God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do 
not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He 
do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” 
And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, 
“Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man 
were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped 
Him. 

 
	


