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MAY 09, 2021

NEW SUNDAY OR ANTI-PASCHA

SUNDAY OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE, CALLED “THE TWIN”
PROPHET ISAIAH; MARTYR CHRISTOPHER OF LYCIA;
TRANSLATION TO BARI OF THE RELICS OF NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER,
ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA

Welcome to St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church

We greet you in the Name of the Lord, and are thankful for your visit to pray with us. Your
participation in the work of all who enter here with faith, reverence and the fear of God
makes the Divine Liturgy alive. For the “lit-orgia” is truly the “work of the people.”

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church’s mission is to assist people of all races, cultures and
backgrounds on their journey to God’s Kingdom by standing firm in the Gospel handed
down to us by Christ and His Apostles. We will accomplish this mission by a) living a full
liturgical and sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to all people, c)
providing effective charitable and social programs, and d) establishing strong spiritual
leadership and educational resources. St. Nicholas is a living reflection of Christ and shines
as a light to all people.

Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who prepared themselves through
regular confession and fasting from the night before. Others may approach the chalice for a
blessing and partake of the antidoron (blessed bread).

To encourage a proper spirit of prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask that you enter
the sanctuary quietly during the Diving Liturgy.

Please, do NOT enter or exit the sanctuary at the following times:
e When the priest censes the church
¢ During the Little Entrance with the Gospel
¢ During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel.
(You may enter the nave immediately after the reading of each is completed).
e During the delivery of the Sermon
¢ During the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts
¢ During the Prayers of Consecration.
You may enter the nave after the Hymn to the Theotokos “It Is Truly Meet.”
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THE SYNAXARION

On May 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Prophet
Isaiah; Martyr Christopher of Lycia; and the translation to Bari of the relics
of Nicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia.

On this day, the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate the celebration
of Christ’s Resurrection, and the occasion whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas
touched the Savior’s side.

This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-Pascha. The last term
means “in place of Pascha” because Thomas did not immediately hear of
Christ’s Resurrection and disbelieved it. We remember his doubt but do not
repeat it. After this Sunday, the Church dedicates Sunday to the Resurrection.

As the Disciples were gathered together on the Sunday of the
Resurrection, Jesus entered and greeted them in His usual way, saying, “Peace
be unto you.” Then He showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate before
His Disciples and reassured them of His Resurrection. However, Thomas was
not with them at that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s scars—the
print of the nails in His hands and feet, and the spear in His side—before he
would believe that Jesus was risen. Eight days later Christ appeared again to
the Disciples, this time with Thomas present. The Master told Thomas to see
and feel. Then Thomas immediately cried out, “My Lord and my God!” But
Jesus tells His Disciples, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
believe.” This event also clearly illustrates the human and divine Natures of
Christ.

By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have
mercy on us. Amen.

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN
While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the
doors were closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God,
Resurrection of all, renewing in us through them an upright spirit, according
to the greatness of Thy mercy.

THE EPISTLE: Acts of the Holy Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people
by the hands of the apostles; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s
porch. None of the rest dared to join them, but the people magnified them.
And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of
men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and
laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow
might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the cities around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they
were all healed. But the chief priest rose up and all who were with him, that



is, the sect of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they laid their hands on
the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said: “Go and
stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”

THE GOSPEL:"  St. John. (20:19-31)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be to you.” When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you. As the Father has
sent me, even so | send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger
in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, | will not believe.”
Eight days later, His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said,
“Peace be to you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see
My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do not be faithless,
but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
him, “Thomas, you have believed because you have seen Me. Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His Name.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS & SISTERS:
Departed: Fahd Kassis, Nassar Elias Kakesh, Kosta Radich, Helen Kirshy,
Olga S. Kovalenko, Jennie Davis, Richard Austin, Daniel Karpelenia,
Thekla Massouh, Zachary Mason, Bertha Bouren, Claire Kelsey Green,
Donna Abood, Cornelia Biggers, Roger Foltz, Fr. Elias Bitar, Fr. Paul Lazor,
Fr. John Winfrey.

Shut-Ins/Sick: Metropolitan PAUL, Archbishop YOHANNAH, Annette Haddad,
Schauki Kassis, Rose Beede, Alice Flaherty, Sally Bell, Bob Bostley, George Joseph
Rolfes, Aurelia Buda, Richard Pippy, Diane Zorich, Lisa McCoy, Viola Haddad,
Susana Kassis, Mary Semaan, Geri Kanaan.



For the Health & Needs of: Kh. Virginia Massouh, Pf. Margot Siniari, Farhat David,
Helen Massarelli, Carole Massarelli, Helen Salem, Ruth & Evern Hazel, Georgette
Abraham, Mariam Haddad, Bryan Haddad, Nasir Kassis, Mitch Kanaan, Alice
Faccenda, David & Eva Szabo, Marion Bostley, Theodore Todorow, Alex Gimon, Leo
Poirier, Collin Lamkin, Sophie Massouh, Stephen Bove’, Leila Bashara, Natalie
Floreancig, Mary Magdalene Foltz, Marie Miller, Gail & Charlie Barnett, Suha
Mansour, Bob Poirier, Bruce Bingham, Dorothy Mihelic, Loretta Karpelenia, Lydia
Davidson, Joanne Kassis, Mary Jean Lubin, Dean.

Service Members: Zachariah Weaver (USAF), Christopher Salem (USAF): Nephew
of Helen Salem, Peter Mclintire (Army): Grand Nephew of Viola Haddad, Curtis
Brickwood (Navy): Fr Michael’s Cousin, David Butler (Navy): Son of Joanna Kassis
Butler, Trenton Wesley (Army): grandson of Leila Bashara

SERVICE SCHEDULE:
Saturday: 5:00 PM Vespers
Sunday: 9:30 AM Orthros 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy

Upcoming Events
Tuesday 5/18
Orthodox Christianity 101: The Fundamentals of the Faith — 8:00 PM
(Class meets on Zoom — Email Fr. Nathaniel for the link if
you would like to attend)

Saturday 5/22
Ladies Society Book Club with Fr. Stephen Siniari — 10:30 AM
(To Discuss: Big in Heaven by Fr. Stephen Siniari)

Ladies Society PAK-A-SACK Ministry:

Ladies Society collection today.

Thank You Parishioners for the donation of 100 Lbs
of food to the Good Samaritan food pantry.

Happy Mother’s Day !!!

God grant you many years....

Birthdays Anniversary
May 05 Rachel Miller May 13 Fr Nathaniel & Kh Sara Trembley
May 09 Sophie Atik

May 12 Gina Kanalos



