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NOVEMBER 21, 2021
FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS

Welcome to St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church

We greet you in the Name of the Lord, and are thankful for your visit to pray with us. Your
participation in the work of all who enter here with faith, reverence and the fear of God
makes the Divine Liturgy alive. For the “lit-orgia” is truly the “work of the people.”

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church’s mission is to assist people of all races, cultures and
backgrounds on their journey to God’s Kingdom by standing firm in the Gospel handed
down to us by Christ and His Apostles. We will accomplish this mission by a) living a full
liturgical and sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to all people, c)
providing effective charitable and social programs, and d) establishing strong spiritual
leadership and educational resources. St. Nicholas is a living reflection of Christ and shines
as a light to all people.

Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who prepared themselves through
regular confession and fasting from the night before. Others may approach the chalice for a
blessing and partake of the antidoron (blessed bread).

To encourage a proper spirit of prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask that you enter
the sanctuary quietly during the Diving Liturgy.

Please, do NOT enter or exit the sanctuary at the following times:
e When the priest censes the church
¢ During the Little Entrance with the Gospel
¢ During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel.
(You may enter the nave immediately after the reading of each is completed).
¢ During the delivery of the Sermon
¢ During the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts
¢ During the Prayers of Consecration.
You may enter the nave after the Hymn to the Theotokos “It Is Truly Meet.”
SERVICE SCHEDULE:
Saturday: 5:00 PM Vespers
Sunday: 9:30 AM Orthros 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy
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THE SYNAXARION

On November 21 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the
Entrance of the Mother of God into the Temple.

Leading the procession into the Temple were virgins with lighted
tapers in their hands, then the three-year-old Most-holy Virgin, led by her
father and mother. The Virgin was clad in vesture of royal magnificence and
adornments as was befitting the “King’s daughter, the Bride of God” (Psalm
44:13-15). Following them were many kinsmen and friends, all with lighted
tapers. Fifteen steps led up to the Temple. Joachim and Anna lifted the Virgin
onto the first step, then she ran quickly to the top herself, where she was
met by the High Priest Zachariah, who was to be the father of St. John the
Forerunner. Taking her by the hand, he led her not only into the Temple, but
into the “Holy of Holies,” the holiest of holy places, into which no one but
the high priest ever entered, and only once each year, at that. Zachariah
“was outside himself and possessed by God” when he led the Virgin into the
holiest place in the Temple, beyond the second curtain—otherwise, his
action could not be explained. The Most-holy Virgin remained in the Temple
and dwelt there for nine full years. While her parents were alive, they visited
her often. When God called her parents from this world, the Most-holy Virgin
was left an orphan and did not wish to leave the Temple until death or to
enter into marriage. The Most-holy Virgin Mary was the first of such life-
vowed virgins, of the thousands and thousands of virgin men and women
who would follow her in the Church of Christ. Through the intercessions of
the Theotokos, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and
the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the
beginning of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared
in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all.
Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the
fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation.




THE EPISTLE: Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:1-7)

Brethren, the first tabernacle had ordinances of the divine services
and an earthly sanctuary. For the first tabernacle was prepared, in which
were the candlestick, and the table, and the bread of the offering, which is
called the Sanctuary. And behind the second veil stood the tabernacle which
is called the Holy of Holies; having a golden altar of incense, and the ark of
the covenant overlaid round about with gold, which contained a golden jar
holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the two tablets of the
covenant; and above it the two Cherubim of glory overshadowing the Ark’s
lid; of these things, we cannot now speak in particular. Now these things
having been thus prepared, the priests go in continually into the first
tabernacle, accomplishing the divine services; but into the second the high
priest enters alone, once in the year, not without blood, which he offers for
himself, and for the ignorances of the people.

THE GOSPEL:  St. Luke. (10:38-42; 11:27-28)

At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman named
Martha received Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to His teaching. But Martha was distracted
with much serving; and she went to Him and said, “Lord, dost Thou not care
that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which
shall not be taken away from her.” As He said this, a woman in the crowd
raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and
the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God and keep it!”

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS & SISTERS:
Departed: Louis Jasmine, Esther Salem, Yousef Kassis, Anthony Faccenda,
Katherine Maznek, Constantine Joseph, Betty Jacox Minick, Anna Alexandra,

Kh. Josephine Courey, Fr. Michael Soter, Richard Salem, Sandra Kotsopoulos,
Romeo Poirier, Rene Mobayed, Hafeeza Massouh, Mary E. Larson, Betty Massouh,
George Essey, Bernadette Patell, Jamil Kassis.

Shut-Ins/Sick: Metropolitan PAUL, Archbishop YOHANNAH, Annette Haddad,
Schauki Kassis, Rose Beede, Alice Flaherty, Sally Bell,, Aurelia Buda, Richard Pippy,
Diane Zorich, Lisa McCoy, Viola Haddad, Susana Kassis, Mary Semaan, Geri Kanaan.



For the Health & Needs of: Kh. Virginia Massouh, Pf. Margot Siniari, Farhat David,
Helen Massarelli, Carole Massarelli, Helen Salem, Ruth Hazel, Georgette Abraham,
Mariam Haddad, Bryan Haddad, Nasir Kassis, Mitch Kanaan, Alice Faccenda,

David & Eva Szabo, Marion Bostley, Theodore Todorow, Alex Gimon, Leo Poirier,
Collin Lamkin, Sophie Massouh, Stephen Bove’, Leila Bashara, Natalie Floreancig,
Mary Magdalene Foltz, Marie Miller, Gail & Charlie Barnett, Suha Mansour,

Bob Poirier, Bruce Bingham, Dorothy Mihelic, Loretta Karpelenia, Lydia Davidson,
Joanne Kassis, Mary Jean Lubin, Nahil Yacoub, Todd & Najla Spoto.

Service Members: Zachariah Weaver (USAF), Christopher Salem (USAF): Nephew
of Helen Salem, Peter Mclntire (Army): Grand Nephew of Viola Haddad, Curtis
Brickwood (Navy): Fr Michael’s Cousin, David Butler (Navy): Son of Joanna Kassis
Butler, Trenton Wesley (Army): grandson of Leila Bashara

Upcoming Events

Wed, Nov 24 6:00 pm Great Vespers of Thanksgiving
**No Adult Education Class**

Thu, Nov 25 9:30 am Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving

Fri, Dec 03 — Sun Dec 05 His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS visiting
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Sun, Dec 05 Celebration of St. Nicholas Parish Feast Day
with His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS
St. Nicholas Annual Fish Luncheon —12:00 PM
(Immediately after the Liturgy)
Fish dinner will be $20.00/family or $10.00/person

On 14 November 2021, $ 379.00 was collected for: Pak-A-Sack.
Thank you to everyone who donated. Thanks

God grant you many years...

Birthdays Birthdays
Nov 21 Fr. Michael Massouh Nov 25 Matthew Kanaan
Nov 21 Eleanore Parker Nov 25 Odette Mansour Hodge

Nov 21 JoAnne Shaheen Hawkins
Nov 23 Najla Spoto



