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September 8, 2019, Nativity of the Theotokos
Welcome to St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church
We greet you in the Name of the Lord, and are thankful for your visit to pray with us. Your
participation in the work of all who enter here with faith, reverence and the fear of God makes
the Divine Liturgy alive. For the “lit-orgia” is truly the “work of the people.”
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church’s mission is to assist people of all races, cultures and backgrounds
on their journey to God’s Kingdom by standing firm in the Gospel handed down to us by Christ
and His Apostles. We will accomplish this mission by a) living a full liturgical and sacramental life,
b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to all people, c) providing effective charitable and
social programs, and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and educational resources. St.
Nicholas is a living reflection of Christ and shines as a light to all people.
Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who prepared themselves through regular
confession and fasting from the night before. Others may approach the chalice for a blessing and
partake of the antidoron (blessed bread).
To encourage a proper spirit of prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask that you enter the
sanctuary quietly during the Diving Liturgy. Please, do NOT enter or exit the sanctuary at the
following times:
When the priest censes the church
During the Little Entrance with the Gospel
During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel. (You may enter the nave immediately after
the reading of each is completed).
During the delivery of the Sermon
During the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts
During the Prayers of Consecration. You may enter the nave after the Hymn to the
Theotokos “It Is Truly Meet.”
REGULAR SERVICE SCHEDULE
Saturday
5:00 PM Vespers
Sunday
9:30 AM Orthros

10:30 AM Divine Liturgy

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS & SISTERS:
Departed: Nellie Joseph, Ruth Wiggins, Malaky Shaheen, Betty Baer, Vera Vedo, Christo Metro,
Ethel Modi, Anthony Santoro, Richard Massouh, Khairallah Massouh, John Silber, Ethel Murcurio
Shut-Ins/Sick: Metropolitan PAUL, Archbishop YOHANNAH, Nicholas Hughes, Schauki Kassis,
John Bennett, Rose Beede, Alice Flaherty, Theodora Ohlinger, Sally Bell, Bob Bostley, Bill Yopp,
George Joseph Rolfes, Aurelia Buda, Evelyn Lonack, Richard Pippy, Diane Zorich, Lisa McCoy, Viola
Haddad
For the Health of: Fr. Lazarus Sucanto, Kh. Virginia Massouh, Pf. Margot Siniari, Angela Jacob,
Farhat David, Helen Massarelli, Carole Massarelli, John & Evelyn Salem, Helen Salem, Ruth &
Evern Hazel, Georgette Abraham, Mariam Haddad, Bryan Haddad, Nasir Kassis, Mitch & Geri
Kanaan, Mary Ellen James, Alice Faccenda, Pat Salem, David & Eva Szabo, Marion Bostley,
Theodore Todorow, Alex Gimon, Leo Poirier, Collin Lamkin, Sophie Massouh, Stephen Bove’, Leila
Bashara, Natalie Floreancig, John Rollins, Ray Nawas, Bill Stanley, Poppi Madalvano, Michael
Kritikos, Dolores Fry, Mary Magdalene Foltz, Carl Massouh, Marie Miller, Diane Karns
Service Members: Christopher Salem (USAF): Nephew of Helen Salem, Peter McIntire (Army):
Grand Nephew of Viola Haddad, Curtis Brickwood (Navy): Fr Michael’s Cousin, David Butler
(Navy): Son of Joanna Kassis Butler, Trenton Wesley (Army): grandson of Leila Bashara, Luka
Dundua (Army): Grandson of Salome Rollins
If you wish your name or the name of someone else to be placed on the
prayer list please contact Doreen Radich at 727-367-1059

God grant you many years....
BIRTHDAYS
September 10 Matthew Nassif, Jr.
September 11 Autumn Galluccio, Amos Ham Jr.,
George Capshaw
September 12 Rob Baynard, Edward Hamlin
September 13 Darryl Hanna, Hester Mobayed
September 14 Sandra Elkhouly Baindurashvili

Sunday School Kickoff . . .
Informational meeting Sunday, September 8th immediately after
services in the back of the church for parents & kids!
Sunday School starts Sunday, September 15th and will take place
following Communion
Let's make this a great Sunday School year for our St. Nicholas kids!
WOMEN’S RETREAT SEPTEMBER 27 & 28, ST NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL,TARPON SPRINGS
The St Nicholas Cathedral's Women's Bookclub and Little Lambs have invited author and lecturer
Sylvia Leontaritis to talk about her popular book "Songs of Praise."
If you want to make the Psalms a more integral part of your life - either on your own or as part of
a Psalter group - Songs of Praise is the perfect aid. Join us as we learn from Orthodox Mom
blogger and author Sylvia Leontaritis as she reads, reflects, and teaches us how to journal our way
through the Psalter and let its holy words sink into our soul.
"A psalm is a city of refuge from the demons, a means of inducing help from the angels, a weapon
in fears by night, a rest from toils by day, a safeguard for infants, an adornment for those at the
height of their vigor, a consolation for the elders, a most fitting ornament for women." -St. Basil
the Great
A copy of Song and Praise a ($30 value), appetizers on Friday and lunch on Saturday are included
with each ticket purchased. Tickets are $50. For further information please contact Presvytera
Vassi at Bookstore@stnicholastarpon.org.
Location:
Saint Nicholas Cathedral Community Center
348 North Pinellas Avenue
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689

LADIES SOCIETY POTLUCK DINNER & BOOK DISCUSSION
On Tuesday, November 5th at 6 PM the Ladies Society will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall for a
potluck dinner and book discussion. This event is open to all ladies in the parish. The book that
everyone is asked to read in A Man Called Ove by New York Times bestselling author Fredirik
Backman. The author is a Swedish columnist, blogger and writer.

"Ove is a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were
burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines,
and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbour from hell.” However, behind the
cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty
young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten
Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heart-warming tale of unkempt cats,
unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will
change one cranky old man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations."
If you don’t want to purchase the book it is available from your local library. We look
forward to a lively evening of discussion and great food and fellowship.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Today-Sunday School Meeting
with Parents & Children Following Liturgy
Monday Sep 9, 2019; 5:30 pm – Men’s Group Dinner Meeting
Sunday, September 15-First Day of Sunday School
Friday, September 27 & Saturday, September 28, 2019-Women’s Retreat at
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Tarpon Springs
Sunday, September 29, 2019-Ladies Society Luncheon
for Deacon Elias & Karol & Sons
Monday October 7, 2019; 6:30 pm – Parish Council Dinner Meeting
Weekend of October 12th , 2019 – Combat Veteran’s Retreat, Antiochian
Village. Please see the flyer posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Tuesday, November 5, 2019; 6:00 PM-Ladies Society Potluck Dinner & Book
Discussion. Open to all Ladies in the Parish.

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY
Show hospitality to one another…” 1Peter 4:9

We welcome all of those who are visiting with us this morning.
Please join us following the Divine Liturgy for coffee hour.
We pray that your experience here this morning was uplifting.
We look forward to seeing you again soon.

Coffee Hour Today is Sponsored and Hosted by
David & Alexander Stronko
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own
arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath
delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine
forth the Sun of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing,
abolishing death and granting us life everlasting.
KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of
barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do
celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give
birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.
THE EPISTLE (For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
To Thee, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18)
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those
who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised and only
in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive
circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. For, neither circumcision counts
for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk by

this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
THE GOSPEL (For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from heaven,
the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved
the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life. For, God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through Him.”
THE SYNAXARION
On September 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity of our Most-holy Lady,
the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary.
Verses
Truly, O Anna, thou surpassest all mothers,
Until that day thy daughter shall become a mother.
On the eighth Anna brought God’s Mother into the light.
The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged parents, Joachim and Anna. Her father was of the lineage
of David, and her mother of the lineage of Aaron. Thus, she was of royal birth by her father and of
priestly birth by her mother. In this, she foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as King and
High Priest. Her parents were quite old and had no children. Because of this they were ashamed
before men and humble before God. In their humility they prayed to God with tears, to bring
them joy in their old age by giving them a child, as He had once given joy to the aged Abraham
and his wife Sarah by giving them Isaac. The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a
joy that surpassed all their expectations and all their most beautiful dreams; for He gave them not
just a daughter, but the Mother of God. She was Mary, Full of grace, Blessed among women, the
Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Altar of the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly Bread, the Ark of
God’s Holiness, the Tree of the Sweetest Fruit, the Glory of the race of man, the Praise of
womanhood, and the Fount of virginity and purity.
Through the intercessions of Thy Mother, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

The September issue of the Word magazine is now
available online at www.antiochian.org

