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June 13, 2021 

Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension 

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First 

Ecumenical Council 

Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria; Antipater, bishop of Bostra in 

Arabia;  Triphyllios, bishop of Nicosia in Cyprus 
 

Welcome to St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church 
   We greet you in the Name of the Lord, and are thankful for your visit to pray with us. Your 
participation in the work of all who enter here with faith, reverence and the fear of God 
makes the Divine Liturgy alive. For the “lit-orgia” is truly the “work of the people.”  
   St. Nicholas Orthodox Church’s mission is to assist people of all races, cultures and 
backgrounds on their journey to God’s Kingdom by standing firm in the Gospel handed 
down to us by Christ and His Apostles. We will accomplish this mission by a) living a full 
liturgical and sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to all people, c) 
providing effective charitable and social programs, and d) establishing strong spiritual 
leadership and educational resources. St. Nicholas is a living reflection of Christ and shines 
as a light to all people. 
   Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who prepared themselves through 
regular confession and fasting from the night before. Others may approach the chalice for a 
blessing and partake of the antidoron (blessed bread). 
   To encourage a proper spirit of prayer and devotion, we respectfully ask that you enter 
the sanctuary quietly during the Diving Liturgy.  

Please, do NOT enter or exit the sanctuary at the following times: 
• When the priest censes the church 
• During the Little Entrance with the Gospel 
• During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel.  
   (You may enter the nave immediately after the reading of each is completed). 
• During the delivery of the Sermon 
• During the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts 
• During the Prayers of Consecration.  
   You may enter the nave after the Hymn to the Theotokos “It Is Truly Meet.” 

SERVICE SCHEDULE: 

  Saturday:  5:00 PM Vespers  
Sunday:     9:30 AM Orthros  10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
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THE SYNAXARION 

On June 13 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyr Aquilina of 
Byblos in Syria; Antipater, bishop of Bostra in Arabia; and Triphyllios, bishop of 
Leucosia (Nicosia) in Cyprus. 

On this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the first 
Ecumenical Council of the 318 God-bearing Fathers, which took place in Nicaea in 
Bithynia. 

Arius, the notorious heretic, began to blaspheme against God and His Son 
the Word, saying that the latter was not God consubstantial with the Father, but 
that He was created as a stranger to the Substance of the Father and His glory. 
Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, tried to constrain Arius from disturbing the 
faithful with this teaching; even though Alexander excommunicated him, Arius did 
not cease his blasphemy, which spread throughout the Church in all nations. Thus, 
Emperor Constantine the Great called the First Ecumenical Council, which gathered 
bishops and teachers in the Church from all lands. They all proclaimed, as by one 
mouth, the equality of the Son of God with the Father in Substance, thus laying down 
the noble Confession of Faith, The Creed, which we Orthodox Christians recite to this 
day. The Church regards these divine Fathers as preachers of the Faith next to the 
holy Apostles. 
By the intercessions of the 318 God-bearing Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy on 

us. Amen. 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone 
above Thy revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead 
men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the 
Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, 
glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE FOUR 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples with the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, making them confident through the blessing that Thou 
art the Son of God, and Deliverer of the world. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT 
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers 
as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, 
O most merciful One, glory to Thee. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE SIX 
When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials with 
the celestials, Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in space, but 
constant without separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: I am with you, and no 
one shall be against you. 
 



 
THE EPISTLE: Acts of the Holy Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36) 

In those days, Paul was determined to sail past Ephesus, so that he 
might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening, if possible, to be at 
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 
called to him the priests of the church. And when they came to him, he said to 
them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you bishops, to shepherd the church of the Lord and God, which He 
purchased with His own blood.  For I know that after my departure ravenous 
wolves will enter among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
them. Therefore, remain watchful, remembering that for three years I did not 
cease to admonish every one, night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted 
no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things I 
have shown you that by such laboring we ought to help the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said: ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down on his 
knees with them all, and prayed. 

 

THE GOSPEL:` St. John. (17:1-13) 
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since 
Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 
Thou hast given Him.  And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent.  I glorified Thee on earth, 
having accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, 
Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence with the glory which I had with 
Thee before the world was made. I have manifested Thy Name to the men 
whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word.  Now they know that everything 
that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for I have given them the words 
which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth that 
I came from Thee; and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.  I am 
praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou 
hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, 
and I am glorified in them.  And now I am no more in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to Thee.  Holy Father, keep them in Thy 
Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We are 
one.  While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have 
given Me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of 
perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am coming to 
Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy 
fulfilled in themselves.” 
 



 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS & SISTERS: 
Departed:  Fr. David Milligan, Mitch Azar, Julienne Newey, Maher Kassis,  
Donald Karns, Harrison Victor, Kenneth M. Ayoub, Charley George,  
Josephine Albert Dietz, Elizabeth Massouh, Dr. H. Tristram Engelhardt, Riyad Isaac, 
George Jasmine, Helene Daniels, George Khoury, Michaelina Sexton,  
Christine George, Adib Daher, Selma Malooly, Salameh Zanayed, Evelyn Lonack. 
 
Shut-Ins/Sick:  Metropolitan PAUL, Archbishop YOHANNAH, Annette Haddad, 
Schauki Kassis, Rose Beede, Alice Flaherty, Sally Bell, Bob Bostley, George Joseph 
Rolfes, Aurelia Buda, Richard Pippy, Diane Zorich, Lisa McCoy, Viola Haddad, 
Susana Kassis, Mary Semaan, Geri Kanaan. 
 

For the Health & Needs of:  Kh. Virginia Massouh, Pf. Margot Siniari, Farhat David, 
Helen Massarelli, Carole Massarelli, Helen Salem, Ruth & Evern Hazel, Georgette 
Abraham, Mariam Haddad, Bryan Haddad, Nasir Kassis, Mitch Kanaan, Alice 
Faccenda, David & Eva Szabo, Marion Bostley, Theodore Todorow, Alex Gimon, Leo 
Poirier, Collin Lamkin, Sophie Massouh, Stephen Bove’, Leila Bashara, Natalie 
Floreancig, Mary Magdalene Foltz, Marie Miller, Gail & Charlie Barnett, Suha 
Mansour, Bob Poirier, Bruce Bingham, Dorothy Mihelic, Loretta Karpelenia, Lydia 
Davidson, Joanne Kassis, Mary Jean Lubin, Dean. 
 

Service Members:  Zachariah Weaver (USAF), Christopher Salem (USAF): Nephew 
of Helen Salem, Peter McIntire (Army): Grand Nephew of Viola Haddad, Curtis 
Brickwood (Navy): Fr Michael’s Cousin, David Butler (Navy): Son of Joanna Kassis 
Butler, Trenton Wesley (Army): grandson of Leila Bashara  
 
  
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
Congratulations to Morgan Liss, Ethan Liss, and Logan Liss for graduating 
from Woodlawn Community Academy! Well done on your 
accomplishment, and our prayers are with you as you take your next steps! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God grant you many years... 
      Birthdays            
Jun 13 Mary Kay Foltz  

Jun 16 Lucia Nassif 

Jun 17 Nancy Nahas 


