HOP BOTTOM BOROUGH MINUTES
September 2, 2025
REGULAR MEETING



REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Officials: John Koshinski Tim Hortman, Janice Webster, Deb Norton, Ben Stine Mayor Bill Black

Absent:  

Secretary/Treasurer: Amy Black		Tax Collector: Laurie Schwarztrauber 

		
Visitors:  Jeff Zick, Amanda Zick, Tara Burgess


ACCEPTANCE ON MINUTES: Motion to accept the Minutes from August 5, 2025 with correction made- Ben Stine absent, Motion was made by Deb N. seconded by Ben S.  Bill Black agreed. Motion Duly Passed. 

TREASURERS' REPORT:   Motion to make the necessary transfers and pay the routine bills during the upcoming month was made by Ben S. and seconded by Deb. N.  Bill Black agreed. Motion Duly Passed. 

CITIZEN/VISITOR COMMENTS:    None. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  See agenda.  


COMMITTEE REPORTS:

BUDGET / FINANCE:    2nd quarter report was reviewed.  We will need to keep an eye on the electric bill for the Borough Meeting Hall and review what we budget for next year. 	
	PARK:   We still haven’t received the check for the park grant.  Amy will follow up.  John K. went through with the blow-torch and burned back the weeds, they seem to be under control now.  Jeff and Amanda Zick donated corn-hole boards and bags for use at the park.  John K. had meetings scheduled for Phase 2 of the COVID 19 Small waters Grant project.   That part of the project will have to be written up and bid out.  

CULVERT: Inspection was held August 20, 2025, Bill B. said an electronic report will be coming.  We need to fill in a spot by the dam by Shore Forest Pond and one other spot needed some repairs.  All previous repairs held up.  Everything near the tower was also cleared up.  Tim said there is a sumac tree down near the tower. The Japanese Knot weed will also be burned back. 

MARTIN’S CREEK: No update at this time, other than the water is low. 

STREET AND SIGN COMMITTEE: One sign still needs to be moved. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   Deb N. reported 10 the annual Hazardous Mitigation meeting is 9/ 25/25. Deb will attend.  2) There is an all-day training course, introduction of Continuity of government planning for Rural Jurisdictions on 9/17/25 from 8am-4pm in New Milford.  Deb will attend.  3) Disaster Recovery in Rural Jurisdictions is on October 22, 8am-4pm, registration is due 10/8. 


OLD BUSINESS:

Letters to the folks who did not take any measures to make repairs were sent on to Northeast Inspections and they will report back to us on the next steps. 
No update on the bench. 
Estabrook has completed the work at the pond, and he cleared the ditch from on S. Center St. back to the creek.   John K. also spoke to the man at the trailer, who was happy to have the shrubs removed that were hanging over into the road.  
Website update – Amy met with Civi Plus and the products they offer are more than we need and more expensive than our current platform. Go-Daddy was renewed for another year. 
Brush hogging on the old trail was done. 
The poles for the electric sign are still being built, the sign has arrived and electric has been run to the sign.  


NEW BUSINESS:

Tim reported on some of the brush he cut back and ditches he cleared out around town. 
The catch basin on S Center St, has some weeds growing out of it.  The pipe of the catch basin by the church needs to be cleared, so does the one on S. Center St.  
John K. met with the Contractor who is working on the Bridge project who said that DEP told him that they want their lock back from the gate at the end of the tunnel.  
Deb N. made a motion to advertise for snow removal bids, no second was made.  Motion was rescinded.  
Tim also asked if we could have a worker who can do more than just cutting the grass. 

MOTION TO ADJURN: At 7:51 PM by Ben S  second by Deb N.  Meeting adjourned. 




_______________________________		________________________________
Amy Black, Secretary/Treasurer			Bill Black
							Mayor
