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Standards and Curriculum

Standards:

• Represent a goal or outcome of an educational program.

• Are vertically aligned, expected outcomes for all students. 

• Establish a statewide baseline of what students should know and be able to 
do at the conclusion of a grade or grade-span.

• Do not dictate the design of a lesson plan or how units should be organized. 

Example: Each student will run a 5k by the end of third grade (ambitious!) 
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Standards and Curriculum

Curriculum:

• The planned interaction of students with instructional content, materials, 
resources, and processes for evaluating the attainment of educational standards.

• In Louisiana, all districts are able to purchase instructional materials that are best 
for their local communities since those closest to students are best positioned to 
decide which instructional materials are appropriate for their district and 
classrooms.

Example: Couch to 5k program, daily walk/run and healthy eating, etc. 
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Setting the Context

• The Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies were last revised in 2010-2011.

• BESE Bulletin 741, §2301 states, “The Louisiana content standards shall be subject 
to review and revision to maintain rigor* and high expectations for teaching and 
learning. Such review of each content area shall occur at least once every seven 
years.”

*Rigor: instruction, schoolwork, and educational expectations that are academically, intellectually, and personally challenging 
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Current Content Sequence (2011)  

Grade 3 Prehistory to present day 

Grade 4 1492 - present day

Grade 5 1300 AD - 1763 AD

Grade 6 12,000 BC - 1455 AD 

Grade 7 1763 - 1877 

Grade 8 prehistory to present day

HS 1877* - 2010’s

World History 

Pre-columbian Americas - 
French and Indian War

U.S. History: Revolution - 
Reconstruction

Louisiana History

U.S. History: Survey

Louisiana History

U.S. History: Manifest 
Destiny - Present
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BESE Revision Goals

1. Shift the standards towards an approach that balances the acquisition of 
disciplinary skills along with content knowledge. 

2. Create a more coherent sequence of content, to strengthen knowledge and skills 
at the elementary level to ensure students are prepared for secondary and 
post-secondary work. 

3. Better integrate the historical perspectives of people from all different 
backgrounds.

https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/files/BW4TDW73DA44/$file/4.3_AGII_SocialStudiesStandardsReviewProcess_1220.pdf


Timeline, Application, Committee 
Selection, and Standards Review Process
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Review Process Guiding Principles

1. Diversity of perspective - As closely as possible, committee membership reflects the 
geographic and demographic diversity of the state’s student population.

2. Public input - The review process will include opportunities for the public to weigh in on 
every standard. In addition, all committee meetings will be open to the public.
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December 15, 2020 BESE voted to review Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies

December 18, 2020 LDOE released* an application to serve on committee (via News Release, 
social media, and the School System Newsletter)

February 1-
March 5, 2021

8 LDOE staff members reviewed 328 applications using rubric aligned to BESE 
priorities 

March 9, 2021 BESE approved Social Studies Content Standards Review Committee and 
Workgroups

March 27, 2021 First Steering Committee Meeting

March 29-         
September 2, 2021

Content workgroup members working asynchronously on standards

April 1, 2021 First Steering Committee Meeting deck and video posted in the Standards 
Committee Review Library

Standards Review Timeline to Date (1/2)

*The announcement was released Dec 18th 2020 via a News Release and social media (Facebook and 
Twitter). The announcement was also shared via the January 26 School System Newsletter.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.louisianabelieves.com_newsroom_news-2Dreleases_2020_12_18_louisiana-2Ddepartment-2Dof-2Deducation-2Daccepting-2Dapplications-2Dfor-2Dsocial-2Dstudies-2Dstandards-2Dreview-2Dcommittees&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=ttgkdNCkiES_CzbvMnUpMjP-LWJu2fiuMd4GiRm8MY0&m=4-0SgKrSDQq8sEXlOF93G1Bep12mOvm_2l_HEkpgAo4&s=Z4pfxfTKiXMWWKmLaABlLf9UdLWi9PW6oT7mO724ULs&e=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tszSuSqPcKZy-f20RtSfHJkzHxKvKTlxEPO7YQEb7u0/edit
https://go.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BXGM8P5A02C7
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/committee-meeting-materials-(social-studies-standards-review).zip?sfvrsn=9ed6718_10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnNA81cfTi4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/news-releases/2020/12/18/louisiana-department-of-education-accepting-applications-for-social-studies-standards-review-committees
https://www.facebook.com/LaEducation/posts/3746202522097175
https://twitter.com/La_Believes/status/1340042539223674887
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/newsroom/ldoe-weekly-newsletter-01-26-21.pdf?sfvrsn=cd366618_4
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Standards Review Timeline to Date (2/2)
March 28- June 

17, 2021
Content Workgroups developed initial draft inquiry and content standards

May 24-     
June 11, 2021

Teacher Leader Summit In-Person and Virtual Update Sessions; session deck 
posted to Standards Committee Review Library

June 18, 2021 Draft revised standards posted in the Standards Committee Review Library

June 26, 2021 Second Steering Committee Meeting

June 27, 2021 Second Steering Committee Meeting deck and video posted in the Standards 
Committee Review Library

July 15, 2021 Steering Committee notified of rescheduled July 31st meeting 

September 25, 
2021

Third Steering Committee Meeting; committee votes to endorse revised 
standards

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/committee-meeting-materials-(social-studies-standards-review).zip?sfvrsn=9ed6718_10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAHzqZTDn6I
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
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Application Promotion (1/2)
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Application Promotion (2/2)
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Applications

• Parents, guardians, community members and students submitted* responses 
detailing their role, reason for applying, qualifications to represent LA parents and 
students, and belief in importance of social studies and the review process. 

• Educators submitted* responses detailing their current roles and the courses and 
content taught, educational background, reasons for applying and their beliefs 
regarding effective social studies instruction. 

*328 educators, parents, guardians, community members, and 
students submitted responses to the online application.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tszSuSqPcKZy-f20RtSfHJkzHxKvKTlxEPO7YQEb7u0/edit
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Scoring Process

• Eight people from four teams within the Department (Educator Development, 
Academic Content, Assessment Development, School Improvement) reviewed the 
applications using a rubric that reflected the goals outlined by BESE for the review 
in December 2020. 

• Each application (after having identifying information removed) received multiple 
reviews. The scores were averaged and ranked from lowest to highest. 

• The ranked applications were separated by geographical region to ensure that the 
committee would be comprised of teachers and stakeholders from all parts of 
Louisiana.  
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Committee Organization and Roles

Content Workgroups
18 members each

Reviews public comments

Drafts standards 

Each workgroup is represented 
on the Steering Committee

Steering Committee
28 members (2 non-voting) 

Guides process and updates

 Makes final recommendation 
to BESE

Steering 
Committee

K-5 
Workgroup

6-12 
Workgroup 

LDOE Facilitation and Support
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Content Workgroup Organization

K-5 
Workgroup

(18) 

6-12 
Workgroup

(18) 

K 1st 2nd

3rd 4th 5th

6th 7th 8th

Civics USH WH WG
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Extended Timeline

“This change will allow the workgroup members 
the time they need to effectively incorporate 
feedback into the standards. I believe adopting 
the correct set of standards is vastly more 
important than meeting a predetermined 
timeline. Let’s be clear: our kids deserve better, 
more rigorous standards.”



Draft Standards: 
Design Considerations & Organization
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Design Considerations

Review of 2011 
social studies 
standards

Review of 
evidence 
based-practices 

Public Comment and Input 
from Louisiana Educators
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Resources (1/2)  

• 2011 Louisiana Social Studies Standards

• Crosswalk between 2011 standards and June 2021 draft 

• Social Studies standards from other states

• AP course descriptions for US History, Government and Politics, Human 
Geography, and World History 

• Inclusive language guide 

• Guidance for writing content standards 

• Educating for American Democracy Roadmap 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/standards---k-12-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=24665cc3_33
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mlcu1Hcdh-jUfLhdRu0SPh5IqXrDxObt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113428923764889178885&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l1tWvkgsCkPWH4mFfqcz3jSInfUmdeil1pdtFQbxEWM/edit
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eQFBY6Ya79V7qfAS5DCQ1SP_Got1OyeiInyEIdp4Boo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17lzgDeoyUyi4cU9BXF9yYL71tLIJdYeRdKPDpJL4Vck/edit
https://www.educatingforamericandemocracy.org/


22

Resources (2/2)

C3 Framework:

• Provides states with voluntary guidance for upgrading existing social studies 
standards. Created by the National Council of Social Studies through 
collaboration of representatives from a group of state education agencies and 
from the leading organizations in social studies and its individual disciplines.

• Does not include all that can or should be included in a set of robust social 
studies standards.

• Intentionally preserves the choices around the selection of curricular content 
taught at each grade level as a decision best made by each state. 

https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/c3


Revised Content Sequence 
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Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3 Prehistory - present day

Grade 4 1492 - present day

Grade 5 1300 AD - 1763 AD

Grade 6 12,000 BCE - 1600 

Grade 7 1754 - 1877 AD

Grade 8 prehistory - present day

HS 1877- present day 

HS 17th century - 2015

Louisiana State History

Louisiana State History 

Civics

Pre Columbian Societies and 
Colonization

US History: Revolution - Reconstruction

US History: Westward Expansion - Present 

World History until the Scientific Revolution

US History Survey 

Community

Community 

Community 

2011 Content Sequence & Expanding Horizons Model
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New Content Sequence Goals 

● Build knowledge systematically and chronologically.

● Important historical content taught early and built on over 
time.

● Provide students with opportunities to explore content 
both broadly and deeply.
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Kindergarten
Emphasis on fundamental knowledge in 
history, civics, economics and geography. Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3 Prehistory - 700 BC

Grade 4 700 BC - 700 AD 

Grade 5 600 AD - 1600 AD (bridge to US/LA History)

Grade 6 1580 - 1791 AD

Grade 7 1789 - 1877 AD

Grade 8 1877 - 1975 AD

HS 1898 - 2010 AD 

HS 17th century - Present

World History I 

Civics

World History III 

U.S. and Louisiana History III

U.S. and Louisiana History II

U.S. and Louisiana History IV

U.S. and Louisiana History I

World History II

Introduction to Social Studies: Louisiana

Introduction to Social Studies: The United 
States

Introduction to Social Studies: School and 
Community

Draft Content Sequence 
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Drafting of Standards 

• Simplification of organization and language

• Removal of redundant or confusing standards

• Addition of “Content standards” to further 
clarify material intended to be covered at each 
grade level 

• Edited “inquiry” standards to remove “Taking 
Informed Action Category” and titled “Social 
Studies Skills and Practices” to clarify their 
substance 



Implementation and Assessment Timeline
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Standards Review Timeline
October 2021 30 day Public comment period on revised standards

December 2021 Revised standards and public comment presented to BESE

2022-2023 LDOE provides resources and educator professional development (starting 
Teacher Leader Summit 2022)

Spring 2023 LEAP 2025 Social Studies assessment 3-8 final administration

2023-2024 Revised Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies implemented in 
districts

2023-2024 New Social Studies assessment grades 3-8 & HS Civics field testing

2024-2025 New Social Studies assessment grades 3-8 & HS Civics operational assessment
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Public Comment Promotion (1/2)

• Press Release October 4

• Social media* promotion September 30 and throughout the month of October

• School System Monthly Call October 1

• Academic Content and Educator Development monthly calls in September and 
October

• School System Newsletter in September and October

• Teacher Leader Newsletter in September and October

*Promoted via Facebook and Twitter. 

https://www.facebook.com/LaEducation/posts/3746202522097175
https://twitter.com/La_Believes/status/1340042539223674887
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Public Comment Promotion (2/2)
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2022-2023: A Learning Year

During the 2022-2023 school year, LDOE will provide resources and educator 
professional development

• 2011-2021 K-12 Social Studies Standards crosswalk documents

• 2021 K-12 Social Studies Standards transitional plan

• Professional Development sessions at Teacher Leader Summit 2022 and webinars 
throughout the 2022-2023 school year

• Instructional frameworks to support updated content sequence

• Social Studies Instructional Strategy one-pagers to support whole class and small 
group instruction 


