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AS WE GATHER 
 

A Good View 
 

The only way a sinful human being can dare to approach and worship an almighty God is 
if we also know that He is a God of mercy. God’s mighty power is known from the 
vastness of His creation, the stars and seas, light and darkness, tempests and storms (Job 
38). “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). Yet we are told, 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). “Therefore 
the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore He exalts Himself to show mercy to 
you” (Isaiah 30:18). This “almighty and most merciful God” (Prayer of the Day) showed 
both His might and mercy when He became aware of His disciples’ peril on a storm-tossed 
sea. Walking on water wasn’t the point. It was the Lord’s coming to save us in our fear and 
distress (Matthew 14). As the catechism says of God’s commandments, “We should fear 
and love God.” We can trust the God who has harnessed His wrath with His love. Greater 
love has no one than the God who joined us in our misery, took our sin upon Himself, and 
died our death but now is risen to save us from every evil that threatens us or makes us 
afraid. 



 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 

X PREPARATION X 
 
HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” #849 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; Matthew 14:30–31 
 
Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
 
Pastor: “Lord, save me.” 
 
People: “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 14:33 
 
Pastor: No doubt our needs are known by the God of mercy, chief of 

which is deliverance from sin and fear. Aware of our great need 
for forgiveness and faith, we cry out to our Creator and 
Redeemer. 

 
People: Lord, save me from my little faith, my doubt, my fears, my 

sin. I come to You now because You have promised to 
come to me here with Your saving grasp of power and 
mercy. Forgive me of my sin and give me help and 
deliverance from all my fears, that I may worship You with 
a pure heart and say, “Truly You are the Son of God” and 
my Savior. Amen. 

 
 
 



 

Pastor: The Lord your God has brought you out from the slavery of sin 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm of mercy by the 
sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. By His own 
command I announce to you as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word: I forgive you all your sins. Peace be with you, in 
the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
ANTIPHON 
 
Pastor:    Oh, come, let us worship the Lord. 
 
People: ♫ For He is our maker. 
 
VENITE  hymnal page 220-221 
 
♫ O come, let us sing unto the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 

 
   For the LORD is a great God 

and a great king above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 

 
 The sea is His, and He made it, 

and His hands form-ed the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the LORD, our maker. 
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture  
and the sheep of His hand. 

 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son X and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm 
and danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, 
may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4-18 

(Who prescribed the limits of the sea?) 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 10:5-17 (Who calls on the name of the Lord?) 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
VERSE Matthew 14:27 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, 
 
People: “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 (Who can walk on water?) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 14th chapter. 
 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel is read. 
 
 
 



 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED  Found on the last page of your pew hymnal. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” #717 
 
SERMON Pr. Mark Croucher 
 
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY     
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN “We Give Thee But Thine Own” #781 v1-2 

 
We give Thee but Thine own, 
What e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee, 
 
May we Thy bounties thus, 
As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,  
To Thee our first-fruits give! 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people, according to their needs. 
 
For the holy church throughout the world: that she always have 
confidence of divine help from the Lord and that her pastors 
and ministers be faithful in their proclamation of God’s mercy 
and grace for all people, serving her members with love and 
compassion, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 
 



 

Pastor: For all who cry out to God for deliverance and help: that their 
petitions be heard by the One who reaches out to all to rescue 
from danger and destruction, who can save by the grasp of His 
mighty hand of mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For our country and all the nations of the world: that leaders 

seek the ways of peace and freedom for the welfare and 
prosperity of the people they are called to serve, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For all who are sick or suffering illness or injury, all who are in 

any trouble, those who are lonely or afraid, and especially Liz, 
Betty, Karla, Dan, Ian and Luetta: that the Lord give strength, 
heal, and comfort all who call upon Him, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, we 

give thanks to the Lord. That we may be included in the 
fellowship of the saints in heaven now by faith in the Son of 
God and at last by God’s mercy and grace when He comes 
again in glory, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: ♫ And with thy spirit. 
 
 



 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
 
People: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace. 

 
People: ♫ Amen. 
 
HYMN “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  #816 
 
POSTLUDE   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgments Matins from Lutheran Service Book and The Lutheran Hymnal. Creative Worship for the 
Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 



 

 
 

THE MESSENGER 
August 9, 2026 

 
 
WELCOME!  Dear guest, we pray that your worship with us is as 
spiritually enriching for you as your presence is encouraging to us. We 
invite you to sign our guest book in the foyer.  Please leave your email 
address if you would like periodic updates from Immanuel.  Most 
importantly, come back and worship with us again next Sunday. 
 
 
SERVING US TODAY:  Rev. Mark Croucher 
     Dan Henggeler, Organist 
 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  Liz Kraft, Betty Peuster, Karla Kass, Dan and Ian 
Henggeler, and Luetta Buchholz 
 
 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  23 total:  6 guests 
 
 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR theme for next Sunday, August 16th is "Look at 
Me" Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler Archives August–
God hears our cry for justice, not as an indifferent judge, but as our  
merciful heavenly Father. Luke 18:1-8 Listen online at 
https://www.lutheranhour.org. 

 


